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PRESIDENT

CONSISTENCY BUT WITH CHANGE AND GROWTH

Happy New Year! Yes, we started another 
one already. I cannot believe it. The year 

2020 is here and 2019 is behind us. We had a 
wonderful year as Colorado Elks. We have had 
a great showing in Elks National Foundation 
as we have for many years. Work is under way 
on rebuilding our web page after being out of  
commission for a time.
Our C.O.R.E. committee is starting a new plan 
of  training members and building leadership 
with training. They are working with new ways 
to train without traveling. The lodge secretaries 
are busy with the FRS reporting system with 
Grand Lodge. There are many different things 
going on in all our committees. There are new 
ideas with new information and new ways of  
communication with committees and members. 
We have committees doing conference calls 
to do information exchange. We are working 
forward on the development of  a CEA youth 
camp. Catch a calf  is going strong with lots of  

participation and support. We are doing so many 
wonderful things in Colorado it is hard to believe 
we do this for fun and as volunteers. As we travel 
around this state, as well as others, Lucinda and 
I hear from so many people about how much the 
Elks do for their towns and the people in them.
As we move into a new decade we still have a 
lot of  things to do. None of  the things we do 
will ever go away. However, we can learn new 
ways of  doing things as we get new members 
with new ideas and ways to achieve them. That’s 
what makes it work so well. Our wonderful 
organization practices consistency while, at the 
same time, we embrace change and growth!
I know I did not get into all we do. We are involved 
in so many areas! Rest assured that does not mean 
the other areas are not important to me. I’m very 
proud to be part of  this wonderful organization. 
Keep up the good work and the teamwork that 
helps us succeed in meeting our goals.
Until next time, think about joining a team as 
well as joining us at one of  the Quarterlies to 
have fun and learn something new.

Join us for a FREE screening of 

OILDALE 
a special, heartwarming film brought to you 

by the CEA Veterans Committee
The film highlights a story of homeless veterans 
as they find family when they rent rooms from a 

struggling 18 year old girl.

Friday January 24 • 8:00 pm
at the DoubleTree Hotel
Please RSVP at registration or 

Jeannette Rogers at
 jeannette.e.rogers@gmail.com 

or Troy Erickson at 
troy_erickson@ymail.com 

as seating is limitedVeterans State Chair Troy Erickson with Lynn Salt, OilDale 

Screenwriter and David Mueller, OilDale Filmmaker
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Welcome 
to 2020! 

Beth and I extend 
our best wishes 
to everyone for a 

happy and successful year.
January is a time to wind down the affairs 
of  the year gone by and plan for the year to 
come. The efforts of  our Members too often 
go unrecognized. While many Members serve 
in varying capacities just for the love of  the 
organization, an expression of  gratitude and 
recognition is always appreciated.
Also to be recognized are those Lodges that 
distinguish themselves through their dedication to 
working the programs of  the Order and serving 
the needs of  their communities. Awards for Elk 
of  the Year and Officer of  the Year are available 
from Grand Lodge, and there is nothing to 
prevent things like Exalted Ruler Special Citations 
from being prepared to express appreciation to 
those who make our Lodges successful.
In January, all Lodges will be receiving an 

application form to enter the All American 
Lodge Contest. It is a tremendous opportunity 
for a Lodge to receive recognition for its efforts 
during the year. Receiving such an award will 
inspire Members to continue their efforts with the 
knowledge that they are important and are being 
recognized. Something to consider.
While many of  us were focused on the Most 
Valuable Student scholarships that had a 
November close date for applications, there is 
also the Legacy Scholarship that is available 
until January 31. It provides $4,000 scholarships 
to the children and grandchildren of  Elks 
Members. The Elks are doing their part to try 
to give deserving individuals the opportunity 
to further their education without allowing a 
lack of  financial resources to be a barrier. More 
information on these and other opportunities can 
be found on the Grand Lodge website.
Some may not be aware, but in the Ritual there 
is provision for a Past Exalted Rulers’ Night. On 
the first Lodge meeting in February the Exalted 
Ruler can appoint Past Exalted Rulers to fill 
the four chair positions as well as Esquire and 
Chaplain. This is a good opportunity to give 
special recognition to those who have served in 
the highest office in their Lodge over the years, 
and keep them involved in the life of  your Lodge. 
In some cases Past Exalted Rulers are called 
on to conduct an initiation, which would be a 
special treat that generates interest among the 
membership.

AT THE CEA FALL QUARTERLY

TOY DONATION TO THE 
COLORADO NATIONAL GUARD
From the Ouray Lodge newsletter
Jill and Steven Scheu presented $250 worth 
of  toys to the Colorado National Guard Toy 
Drive at the 2019 CEA Fall Quarterly in Grand 
Junction.
Pictured with Jill and Steven is Danielle Hindson 
the Family Assistance Specialist for Colorado 
National Guard Families Assistance Service. The 
CEA has announced a new partnership with 
the Guard to serve all active, deployed or retired 
veterans.
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ON REFLECTION AND PLANS

1ST VICE 
PRESIDENT
Allen Lenort

This year I'm sitting down to write the CEA 
winter newsletter article on Christmas Eve. 

This is a very special time of  the year for Kim 
and me filled with many fond memories. Along 
with a few sad memories of  those loved ones we 
now only see with our hearts. We hope that your 
holiday season was filled with more joyous and 
fond memories than sad. 
This time of  the year is filled with reflection, but 
is also a great time of  the year to plan for the 
future. In our travels this fall, we were able to 
see some of  the very best that Our Great Order 
represents. One particular weekend included a 
Saturday visit to Florence for their hosting of  a 
Christmas Party for local senior citizen homes, 
followed by Montrose’s hosting of  the Colorado 
National Guard (CONG) Christmas Party on 
Sunday. While “reflecting” on these events, we 
were so impressed with the amount of  work and 
caring that was involved in their tremendous 
success. One particular detail was watching, 
out of  the corner of  my eye, a veteran from a 
local home in Florence opening a gift with a 
watch inside. He carefully took his old watch 
off  and placed it in his jacket, then put the new 
watch on his wrist and admired it greatly as 
a smile came upon his face. There must have 
been a little dust in the air, as I believe we both 
had a little moisture in the corner of  our eyes. 
The “planning” part of  these events included 
working with the local homes and the CONG 
and making sure the Elks are providing them 
with what they needed. Florence used its Beacon 
Grant to fund their event – maybe your Lodge 
can do the same. 
Speaking of  ENF Grants, the applications 

open on April 1st, and now is the time to start 
planning your Lodges use of  these monies for the 
upcoming year.  Jim O’Kelley who is the Director 
of  Elks National Foundation, will be joining us 
at our winter quarterly in Colorado Springs. Jim 
brings great knowledge and passion for ENF with 
him and he will be more than willing to answer 
your questions and tell us all about the great 
works of  ENF planned for the future. 
We have many high-profile programs to start 
the new year: local Hoop Shoot competitions 
are wrapping up and the kids are moving onto 
the district, state and regional shoots; the Catch-
A-Calf  and National Western Stock Show is 
in January; and the Winter Sports Clinic starts 
at the end of  March. Some of  our ENF-MVS 
Scholarship kids are continuing to be evaluated, 
and announcements will made soon on which 
kids will move onto the finals. 
Now is also the time to start planning for 
the future of  your Lodge with the upcoming 
nomination and election of  officers in February. 
Are there some newer members that are showing 
some interest? Reach out to them with a phone 
call to see if  they would be interested in getting 
more involved. I heard a quote a while back and 
I think it is appropriate for where we get stuck 
sometimes as Elks: “If  you don’t ask, the answer 
is always no.” Have you asked a newer, or a 
more senior member, to help out with something 
recently? If  we don’t ask, you know what the 
answer is going to be… 
We continue to get email versions of  bulletins 
from across this great state of  Colorado, and I 
am amazed at all the things that our Lodges do 
to make an impact in their communities. It truly 
makes me proud to be an Elk. 

LODGE NEWS | HOTCHKISS | OURAY

VETERAN SUPPORT
From Chery Gordon
Hotchkiss Elks Lodge 1807 
and the Colorado Elks 
Association joined together 
to purchase a bed for 89 
year old Patrick Childress, 
a life member (69 years) of  
Hotchkiss Lodge. Patrick is a 
Korean War veteran.

OURAY LODGE HOLIDAY CHEER
On December 4th, five Elks members headed to the Grand 
Junction Veterans Hospital to carol after the lighting of  the 
tree, and delivered presents to the long-term care patients.
We were joined by Nick Diamond, a veteran from our Lodge, 
and approximately 20 others that were a combination of  
employees, veterans and volunteers of  the VA Hospital. Small 
wreaths were placed on the doors of  the long-term residents' 
rooms, and a Mighty Mini Horse Therapy 2020 Calendar 
was placed on each of  their nightstands.
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TIME TO PREPARE 
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2ND VICE 
PRESIDENT
Tom Root

What a great year 2019 was for my wife, 
Rose, and I and now we are into a New 

Year. We have finished my official visitations 
for this year. The hospitality and friendliness 
shown to us was phenomenal. We look forward 
to visiting the rest of  the Lodges in Colorado in 
the next two years. It is totally amazing what the 
Lodges are doing in their communities.
As we are quickly approaching the end of  the 
Elks fiscal year, it is not too late to propose your 
friends, relatives, co-workers, etc. to join the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of  Elks in your 
communities. It is extremely important that 
we work together to increase our membership. 
Let your prospective candidates know the good 
works we do in our communities. By spreading 
the word of  the Elks involvement in communities 
it should excite people to join the Elks.
Remember that the Elks National Foundation 
in the Great Heart of  Elkdom. To those who 
actively contribute to ENF, please continue to do 
so with whatever you can afford. I hope that you, 
the active contributors, know the rewards that 
our students, children, veterans and communities 
receive through ENF. Again, I ask that you, the 
contributors, will share this information with 
the non-contributors and request that they, too, 
become active contributors. The goal of  the 

Grand Exalted Ruler, Bob Duitsman, is $4.75 
per member in giving. The goal of  the Colorado 
Elks is $10.00 per member in giving and all 55 
Lodges meet the GER’s goal. 
To those officers who will be the Exalted 
Rulers of  their Lodges, now is the time to 
begin finalizing your appointed officers for the 
new year and talking to members to join or 
chair your committees. One on one chats with 
members usually work better for recruiting than 
advertising in the newsletter or announcing that 
members are needed for officers’ positions or 
committee chairs. While you are selecting the 
officers who will lead your Lodge in the new 
fiscal year, please stress the importance of  Ritual 
in your Lodge.
Remember, the Colorado Elks Association is 
here to help you, the officers and members, and 
your Lodges. So please contact any of  the State 
Association Officers if  you need help or have 
questions or ideas. 
Finally, if  you are going to attend the Winter 
Quarterly in Colorado Springs, do plan to view 
the video ‘Oildale’. This is a very moving film.
Rose and I hope you had a Merry Christmas 
and will have a Happy and Prosperous New 
Year.

VETERANS 
COMMITTEE 
HONORS OUR 
NATIONAL 
GUARD THIS 
HOLIDAY 
SEASON
Submitted by 
Venita Collier 
November 24, 2019, 
Lakewood Elks 

1777 honored National Guard families with 
a Holiday Meal and gave them $525 worth 
of  gift certificates to assist them with their 
Thanksgiving meal. We had delicious chicken 
salad sandwiches with fruit and vegetable trays 
and games for the kids. 
December 11th the committee presented $700 
worth of  Christmas gifts for the National Guard 

Santa Shop where they can choose the gifts for 
members of  their families. We also gave $800 
of  Christmas gifts to 'Adopt a Family Wish' for 
the National Guard families. 
We set-up at the National Guard for the Santa 
Shopping and we feel confident that we gave 
many of  them a very nice Christmas this year.
All of  this was made possible through our 
$2000 Freedom Grant for 2019-2020. We 
chose to split our Freedom Grant into three 
different events to assist needy families and 
children with clothing, school, Christmas gifts, 
and food.
The Veterans Committee started this planning 
for our Freedom Grant in May of  2019.
Thanks to all of  the Veterans Committee 
members and volunteers who helped make all 
this successful. 

LODGE NEWS | LAKEWOOD

Back Row Standing: Tom 
Kelly, Jerry Hilton, Cliff 
Fejfar, Mike Holland
Front Row Standing: Donna 
Kelly, Lowanna Morgan, 
Annette Reynolds, Gemmi 
Holland, Beverly Seigneur 
and Venita Collier. Kneeling: 
Bill Fava and John Mitchell
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3RD VICE 
PRESIDENT
Cynthia Wyszynski

PROSPER WITH ENF GRANTS

Happy New Year, everyone! I hope it is 
a prosperous one for us all. One of  the 

best ways to bring prosperity to your Lodge is 
to renew your committment to Elks National 
Foundation. Elks projects in the state of  
Colorado receive over $2 in ENF funding 
for every dollar donated. But that's just the 
beginning.
You can bring prosperity to your local Lodge 
and community by taking advantage of  all the 
Elks National Foundation grants available for 
veterans and youth projects. You can help local 
students thrive in higher education with ENF 

scholarships. And we are in the midst of  one of  
the most exciting ENF-funded programs - the 
National Hoop Shoot Contest. What better 
way to encourage patience, skill, and good 
sportsmanship than the Hoop Shoot?
There will be an amazing opportunity at the 
Winter Quarterly in Colorado Springs to meet 
ENF Director Jim O'Kelley and Assistant 
Director Debbie Doles. It's the chance of  a 
lifetime to ask your most pressing ENF questions 
of  those in the know - and it will be a live 
Midday With ENF podcast!
I hope to see everyone there!

TELLURIDE LODGE HOLIDAY 
PARTY
From Cindy Wyszynski
Telluride Elks Lodge 692 held a holiday party 
for mentors and mentees in the One To One 
mentoring program on December 5th. We hold 
this party annually with funds from the ENF 
Promise Grant. Approximately 35 mentees, 
mentors, and program directors attended. The 
Telluride Elks Lodge hosts the party, rents a photo 
booth, makes lunch for everyone and purchases 
special gifts for each mentor/mentee pair.

LODGE NEWS | TELLURIDE

Clockwise from top: Alex, 
Minerva, and Abby in the 
photobooth. Mentor Chelsey 
Rajavuori and mentee Violet, 
the One To One group. 
Mentor Amanda Baltzley and 
mentee Teddy.



NOTES FROM THE 
MEETINGS COMMISSION 
AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES
From Jeannette Rogers, PER, Chairman 
Trustees and Meeting Commission
We are looking forward to a great 
quarterly in Colorado Springs on 
January 24-26, 2020 at the Doubletree 
Hotel. We will have some great 
speakers coming in to talk about some 
of  our programs, and we are honored 
to have Jim O’Kelley from the Elks 
National Foundation presenting on 
Saturday afternoon. Quarterlies are 
a great place to learn more about our 
national and state programs during 
our breakout sessions on Saturday, and 
become aware of  some of  the exciting 
programs that other lodges in our state 
are doing, to help engage members 
and enhance the impact that they have 
on their communities. It is also a great 
opportunity to meet Elks from all over 
the state of  Colorado as almost every 
lodge sends representatives. 
A part of  the experience that attending 
quarterly provides, is that members 
have the opportunity to socialize with 
other members in their own districts 
and from around the state in our 
District Hospitality Rooms on Friday 
and Saturday evening. These rooms are 
located in the hotel so that you don’t 
have to go far to meet other members 
of  our order; and they are generally 
open from 4 p.m. till 11 p.m. on both 
Friday and Saturday nights. We also 
offer alternatives to the Hospitality 
Room scene. Friday nights there is a 
dinner at a local lodge for the PERs, 
and we have bingo or another option 
(in Grand Junction we had a showing 
of  the movie “Oildale”). Saturday 
night, there is a CEA banquet which is 
a nice opportunity to recognize some 
outstanding Elks, and celebrate our 
order. Sunday morning, during the 
business session for the CEA, there is 
usually a very nice breakfast for ladies 
(and some gentlemen). 
Because we are on site at the hotel, 
we want to provide other guests that 
are also staying at the hotel during 

quarterlies a positive impression of  our 
great order. We need to be aware of  our 
obligation to bring no reproach upon 
the Elks through our behavior during 
the Quarterly and in the evenings in 
the hotel areas around the Hospitality 
Rooms. We all are accountable for 
our behavior and that of  our fellow 
members. So we encourage everyone 
who attends to demonstrate the great 
civility and generosity that our order is 
known for.
As such, we need to be aware of  the 
rules and regulations that our hosting 
hotel is subject to as part of  their 
business. We ask that you do not take 
any alcoholic beverage that you may 
have been served in a Hospitality Room 
into any of  the public parts of  the hotel 
(elevators, stairwells, lobby, etc.). We also 
ask that you keep noise to a minimum, 
so that we do not annoy other hotel 
guests, so Karaoke, music, and loud 
conversation in the Hospitality Rooms 
must be avoided. For safety reasons, the 
hotels do not allow hot plates or crock 
pots in the Hospitality Rooms, as they 
can create a fire hazard. Smoking is 
also prohibited under Colorado Law 
within public buildings, so please exit 
the building to designated areas to 
smoke for both tobacco and electronic 
cigarettes. Finally, all Hospitality 
Rooms are required to cease operations 
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immediately after the 11 o’clock toast so 
that other hotel guests, and exhausted 
Elks can get well deserved rest. 
We’ve had some issues over the last 
year with failure to obey some of  these 
requirements, and we may need to 
start penalizing members who are not 
accountable to their obligation, and/or 
lodges that do not comply with the rules 
and regulations. We would like to avoid 
those situations, so we are asking for 
your assistance. 
If  you are a new member, have been a 
member for several years, and officer 
in your lodge, or have been to many 
quarterly meetings, we encourage you to 
come and learn, socialize, and broaden 
your Elk Family by attending the CEA 
Quarterly. Register to attend through 
your lodge secretary. pre-registration 
was due on December 27th, and the 
registration fee is $20 for the Quarterly 
meetings. Banquets are additional cost, 
and hotel rooms are available through 
the ceameetings@gmail.com for a 
reasonable rate. You can register later 
for the Quarterly after December 27th, 
the fee is $30. All fees must be received 
by the Meetings Commission by January 
13th. If  you have questions about the 
quarterly meeting, please see your lodge 
secretary, or email us at ceameetings@
gmail.com. I hope to see you there!

FINAL QUARTER OF THE GAME
From PSP Tom Fraker
As of  this morning, December 27th, the membership statistics for the state are:

Beginning Year:  21,594
Current Total: 22,439
Delinquents: 1,779
Candidates in waiting: 237

We have a lot of  work to do between now and March 31st. We need to get to a 
5% delinquency rate ASAP. There are still several Life Members on the list. This 
year lodges have done better at reducing both the overall rate and the number of  
life members on it. We are ahead of  the nation!
There are active lodges racing to bring new members in the door and from the 
looks of  their delinquent rate, they have started keeping them after the first year.
Start knocking on doors and get those members that haven’t paid their dues back 
into the fold. It is time to start Colorado on an upward path year after year.
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CEA DRUG AWARENESS

ELKS AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION COLLABORATE 

WITH FBE TO PREMIERE 
EMOTIONAL DRUG AWARENESS 
CAMPAIGN
From Chery Gordon, Chairman Drug Awareness 
Education Committee
Elks Drug Awareness Program (DAP), the 
nation's largest all-volunteer drug education 
group, has partnered with the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) to launch 
a national anti-drug educational video "Teens 
React To Conversations With Survivors of  
Addiction", to spotlight the effects of  drugs 
on teenagers. The video premiered on FBE, 
a multi-platform digital studio that serves 
over 34 million subscribers, with additional 
content running on their Twitter and 
Facebook pages using hashtag #ElksDAP 
and #DEA. 
The video features teens and their parents 
watching interviews from a diverse group 
of  adults who describe their journey into 
addiction and road to recovery. Once 
having seen the footage, the teens and 
their parents meet the interview 
subjects in 
person and 
further 
explore their 
experiences.
Ahead of  the 
nationwide campaign, teens from all over 
the country participated in the Elks Anti-
Drug Video Contest - the 2019 winning 
entry Sunshine by El Modena High 
School Sr. Sandy Beach, which elicited 
very strong and emotional reactions, 
was then watched by the teens, parents 
and individuals in recovery as seen in 
the video. Following this, the group 
then engage in a candid and heartfelt 
discussion that is a must watch for 
parents and their children. It is at times 
lighthearted and other times heart 
wrenching as the parents, teens and 
people in recovery connect on a truly 
human level. 
The video, while being very engaging 
also provides information for teens 
and parents on how to handle peer 
pressure, conversations with your kids, 

signs that someone you care about might have 
a problem and many other important subjects 
critical to keeping kids safe and drug free. The 
video also encourages parents, kids and teens to 
visit www.elkskidzone.com, the Elks DAP Kids 
site, www.justthinktwice.com, DEA's website for 
teens and www.getsmartaboutdrugs.com - DEA's 
website for parents, educators, and caregivers 
all of  which provides access to a wide array of  
education and treatment resources. 
"FBE is dedicated to sharing stories that make 
an impact," said Marc Hustvedt, CEO of  
FBE. "Our wide array of  content often ignites 
emotional responses and this effort really 
provided a human spotlight on a very serious 
issue. We look forward to sparking an important 
conversation with our community and draw 
attention to the powerful resources like ELKS 
and the DEA who are there to help. You are not 
alone."
The Project was once again created by Sunny 
Day Entertainment who has previously 
partnered with the DEA and ELKS DAP on 
several anti-drug videos with SMOSH in 2017 

and 2018. 
The Elks have also created several comic 

books including ones 
with the New York 
Fire Department 
(FDNY) and 
Marvel which are 
available on www.

Elkskidzone.com. Kent Gade National Director 
of  The Elks DAP said "The Benevolent and 
Protective Order of  Elks is committed to finding 
unique and effective tools to provide education 
about illegal drug use and legalized drug abuse 
by our children and adults. We are very proud 
of  our relationship with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration and excited to partner with FBE 
on this project!" 
"The Elks are outstanding, long-time partners 
with DEA in raising awareness about substance 
abuse and its destructive effects on families 
throughout the United States," said DEA Acting 
Administration Uttam Dhillon. "I commend 
the Elks for their continued efforts to engage 
as many teenagers and parents as possible to 
prevent drug addiction before it starts."
(Please remember to bring the poster and essay 
contest entries “Life does not rewind, choose life 
not drugs” to the winter quarterly and turn them 
in to me.)  

Volunteers Needed
at the National Western 

Stock Show Booth
The Stock Show and Rodeo 

runs from 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 

thru Sunday, 
January 26, 2020.

Volunteers are needed daily 
in 2 hour shifts between 

the hours of 10:00 am 
and 8:00 pm 

You must be signed up 

for the shifts you plan on 

volunteering for

Do not plan on just going 
to the Coliseum and 

getting in to help.
Parking is free, and we will 
provide exhibitor badges 

to the volunteers 
so you will also get 

free admission
Please read this at your 

Lodge meeting and post on 
your Lodge bulletin board 
until the Stock Show is over 

on January 26th.
For more information or to 

sign up and volunteer 
please contact either 
Shirley or Dana Priola 

at the following numbers 
or email address.

DANA PRIOLA 
cell: (303) 919-0613

email: 
dpriola@hotmail.com

SHIRLEY PRIOLA
cell: (303) 919-0428
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ASPEN ELKS LODGE WORKS TO 
HELP AREA VETERANS, ACTIVE 
MILITARY
By Maddie Vincent, 
Article subbmited by Fred Venrick, CEA Veterans Service 
Committee Mountain Co-chair
Of  the thousands of  flights that take off  from 
and land at the Denver International Airport, 
there was one in late October that was quite 
unlike the rest.
As the plane neared touchdown to the Mile 
High City, its flight attendants had an important 
question for 29 passengers: What did they miss 
most about their daily lives while serving in the 
military?
Each of  the World War II, Vietnam War and 
Korean War veterans gave a variety of  different 
responses. When asked if  they missed “mail calls” 
and hearing from their loved ones, most said yes, 
they never felt like they received enough mail.
And with that response, the flight attendants got 
on the loud speaker, announced a mail call and 
handed each veteran a large, manila envelope 
of  letters, photos and drawings from both family 
members and complete strangers.
“Every single soldier got a piece of  mail from 
their children, grandchildren and all sorts of  
people telling them how thankful they were for 
what they did,” recalled Mark Lee, a longtime 
Aspen local and Aspen Elks Lodge No. 224 
member who was on the flight. “Just seeing the 

looks on those guys’ faces and the tears, it just 
blew me away.”
The plane mail call was one of  the most 
memorable experiences Lee highlighted as he 
looked back on the recent Rocky Mountain 
Honor Flight he served on as a guardian, or 
volunteer, in late October.
For three full days, Lee and over two dozen other 
guardians accompanied 29 veterans on a trip 
to tour the country’s national monuments and 
war memorials in Washington D.C., including 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, World War II 
Memorial and Arlington National Cemetery.
“Just the cheers you would hear from all around 
you and the smiles you’d see on the veterans’ 
faces, especially the Vietnam vets, was special,” 
Lee said. “They would say, ‘You know, I’ve never 
been appreciated since I’ve been home from 
’Nam. … The honor flights are all about giving 
them respect for what they did to fight for our 
country.”
Now, just a few weeks post-honor flight, Lee and 
his wife, Karen Carner, are working with support 
from the Aspen Elks to pursue a similar honor 
flight program for Vietnam War veterans living 
in the Roaring Fork Valley and surrounding 
communities.
Lee said he is not a veteran, but his wife’s late 
husband served in Vietnam and died by suicide, 
which sparked Lee to want to do more for the 
nation’s military officers.
“I’ve always had a big place in my heart for the 
vets but when we got together we really decided 
we’ve got to do more to support veterans and stop 
the suicides in this country,” Lee said of  his and 
his wife’s mission.
BRINGING IT HOME
For Lee and Carner, giving back to local veterans 
stems from the Aspen Elks Lodge, which they are 
both active members of.

VETERANS NEWS | ASPEN

Contined on page 9
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The lodge is one of  roughly 2,000 
in the country’s Benevolent and 
Protective Order of  the Elks, a fraternal 
organization founded over 150 years 
ago to promote charity, patriotism and 
community, and was established in Aspen 
in 1891.
But while Lee described his plans to meet 
with the Denver-based Rocky Mountain 
Honor Flight nonprofit leaders next 
month and start the process of  organizing 
a similar cross-country program out of  
Aspen, he also highlighted some of  the 
other local Elks Lodge programs both in 
place and in the works that are aimed at 
supporting veterans.
From helping organize one of  the largest 
winter sports clinics for disabled vets of  
its kind in the world, to recently starting 
up a care package program for deployed 
military officers from Colorado, the lodge 
is working to ensure active and retired 
military and their families feel honored 
and supported.
“One of  our mission statements is ‘Every 
day is Veterans Day for the Aspen Elks.’ 
When their service ends, ours begins,” 
said Fred Venrick, longtime Aspen Elk 
and veteran services leader.
The National Disabled Veterans Winter 
Sports Clinic, an annual five-day adaptive 
recreation and rehabilitation experience 
in Aspen-Snowmass sponsored by the 
Department of  Veterans Affairs and 
Disabled American Veterans, is definitely 
the Elks’ longest-running effort to give 
back to veterans.
Last year, Venrick and 
Bob Cook, the Aspen Elk 
who oversees the winter 
sports clinic, said the 
local Elks helped serve 
roughly 400 veterans and 
their families more than 
2,600 lunches, working 
alongside other area 
volunteers for over 4,000 
hours to put on the 
winter sports clinic.
But despite the Aspen 
Elks’ efforts with the 

clinic and proclaimed focus on patriotism 
since their establishment, its current 
Veterans Services Committee has only 
just recently focused on doing more for 
local military.
“About three years ago, we decided we 
needed to do more, that we could do a 
lot more because we felt the talent in our 
lodge is just amazing,” Venrick said.
On a recent morning over breakfast at 
Hickory House, Venrick and Cook talked 
about their Veterans Services Committee 
efforts to create an all-women’s 
subcommittee, and to start up local 
programs similar to Rocky Mountain 
Honor Flights and Pets for Vets, a 
national nonprofit that pairs rescue dogs 
with vets in need of  a service companion.
According to the two U.S. Marine 
Corps veterans, there are roughly 8,000 
of  their peers living in the Colorado 
Elks Association’s Mountain District, 
which includes Aspen, Craig, Glenwood 
Springs, Gunnison, Leadville, Rangely, 
Rifle, Salida and Summit County. The 
duo feels many of  these veterans have 
been overlooked.
MATCHING VETS WITH 
SERVICES
Yet, the Elks aren’t the only ones 
working to support Aspen area veterans. 
According to Brian Littlejohn, veteran 
services officer for Pitkin County, there 
are a lot of  local groups who donate 
funds or provide services to help military 
and their families.

“One of  my challenges in this role is 
to figure out who all of  the different 
entities are and the services they offer 
for veterans,” Littlejohn said. “It’s 
really encouraging to see how much the 
community wants to help out … and 
the Elks seem really motivated to help 
veterans.”
Littlejohn said Pitkin County Veterans 
Services mainly works to connect resident 
veterans with the resources they need, 
which isn’t always easy. There aren’t a 
lot of  medical services for veterans in the 
valley, and it can be expensive for them, 
like anyone else, to find a way to live here, 
he said.
However, with the help of  nonprofits 
like the Elks, Littlejohn feels confident in 
being able to help area veterans who may 
slip through the cracks.
“Like any rural community in Colorado, 
this can be a tough place to be,” 
Littlejohn said, “but the silver lining is 
there are a lot of  people who care and 
are willing to help in any way they can.”
Cook and Venrick are two of  those people, 
and both hope the Elks’ ability specifically 
to support vets continues to grow.
In the near future, the lodge will host 
its annual Veterans Day luncheon 
Monday, and plans to send about 50 care 
packages to Colorado National Guard 
members serving in Afghanistan before 
Thanksgiving.
With help from its members, Cook and 
Venrick said they feel their local lodge 
is up for meeting the needs of  Aspen-

area veterans and active 
military, and for fulfilling 
its original mission.
“Helping children and 
vets, that’s just what we 
do as Elks,” Cook said.
“We were built to take 
care of  veterans,” Venrick 
added. “So as long as 
there are veterans, we’ll 
take care of  them.”
Article reprinted from The 
Aspen Times. Photos by 
Kelsey Brunner

Contined from page 8
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HOOP SHOOT NEWS

ELKS HOOP SHOOT GOING 
STRONG
By Brandon Wilkins, Colorado Elks State Hoop Shoot 
Director
The 48th year of  the Elks Hoop Shoot has begun 
and is in full swing. As of  December 27, 2019, 
Colorado has held at least 11 Lodge Hoop Shoot 

Contests as documented 
on elks.org. These 11 
contests have provided an 
opportunity to over 1,000 
youth in the communities 
of  the Lodge’s that have 
stepped up to provide the 
Hoop Shoot program. 
The South District is to be 
commended, especially La 
Junta Lodge 701 and Lamar 
Lodge 1319 in providing 
an opportunity to over 800 
youth in their communities 
alone. 

Last year in Colorado, 
42 Elks Lodges conducted local Hoop Shoot 
Contests for the youth in their communities. 
This year we strive to not only continue 
the opportunities, but to provide additional 
opportunities to youth in 
communities that in the 
past did not participate 
in the Hoop Shoot 
program. Colorado 
is part of  Region 8 in 
Hoop Shoot that includes 
Nebraska, Wyoming, 
Kansas, and Colorado. 
However, Colorado has 
55 Lodges in our fine 
state while the other 
three states have only 55 

Top: Salida 8-9 year old 
Lodge Champion Sophie 
Eggleston with state Hoop 
Shoot Director Brandon 
Wilkins 
Middle: Anthony Flint from 
Durango Lodge. Anthony 
was a National Hoop Shoot 
Finals Runner-up in 2016
Right: 2018 Colorado 
State Hoop Shoot Finals 
held at Salida High School. 
Shown are top 36 shooters 
from across the sate and 
volunteers.

Lodges combined. Yet, when the four states come 
together to determine the Region 8 Champions 
and an opportunity to move onto the National 
Finals, Colorado has only been represented by 
4 shooters in the past 5 years. While, the other 
three states have been represented by 26 shooters 
in the same time frame. I know that our state has 
fine shooters that can compete with the other 
states, but we have to reach out and provide those 
opportunities.
I have received a few phone calls recently 
regarding parents and teachers that have children 
who have competed either in the past or at 
a preliminary Hoop Shoot contest and have 
been advised that their local lodges will not be 
conducting a Hoop Shoot contest this year due 
to various reasons. When I receive these calls, I 
typically pass on the closest available Hoop Shoot 
opportunity to the families and teachers, but also 
attempt to get in touch with the local Lodges to 
see why they are not providing the Hoop Shoot 
opportunity to the youth in their communities.
If  you are reading this and realize you are part 
of  a Colorado Elks Lodge that does not provide 
that opportunity, please reach out to me or your 
District Hoop Shoot Directors and find out how 
easy it is to put on a local contest. 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has 
stepped up, which has included more than 100 
Elks volunteers in the 11 contests documented. I 
have great conversations with both Elks members, 
shooters, and parents about the great opportunity 
the Hoop Shoot program provides not only to 
the winners but to the losers as well. We are 
dealing with the future of  our fine state in this 
youth program and need to ensure that our next 
generation of  adults learn how to be “gritty” by 
learning how to “compete, connect, and succeed”.  
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From Alice Hilzer CEA Laradon 
Committee Chairman 
It was very busy after the 
quarterly in Grand Junction. 
The Colorado Elk members 
provided a very pleasant 
Christmas for the clients at 
Laradon this year. We hosted 
87 families which is 22 more 
families than last year. The 
staff  does a great job putting 

PARTNERSHIP PROVES FRUITFUL
From Wayne Rogers, Golden Lodge
During the last couple of  years the Colorado 
Elks Association and state Lodges have been 

Shown left: Back row second from left:  Kirk Sales Exalted Rul-
er Golden Elks, Wayne Rogers PDDGER/Esquire, Gina Frank 
Leading Knight took our donations to CONG Santa Shop and 
helped all these other volunteers set up all the gifts.

working on a partnership with the Colorado 
National Guard. Lodges have helped raise 
money for them by hosting poker runs and 
providing meeting help and offering dinners.
This year the partnership bore real fruit 
when 1st LT Thompson from the 89th 
Troop Command and Suzanne Buemi, FAC 
Coordinator from the Colorado National 
Guard donated 22 boxes of  toys to Laradon, 
one of  the Colorado Elks major projects. They 
were so impressed after touring the facility, they 
are already discussing the next event to partner 
with the Colorado Elks to involve the Colorado 
National Guard at Laradon!!

together the list and what the wishes are. Once 
again members donated their time, helped 
volunteer at the Christmas party, donated the 
Christmas snacks, provided Santa and the DJ.
At the end of  the month Laradon will be 
moving into the Elisabetta building across the 
street for the adult programs which will free 
up more space for preschool. At the end of  the 
month they will be breaking ground on another 
affordable housing complex.
Beginning December 28, Dr. James Murphy will 
be holding a bimonthly clinic for CYC programs 
to help manage the medical and psychiatric 
needs. 
Come to this quarterly's break-out session for 
more updates and the wonderful things the 
Colorado Elks has done.  

We will be doing our 
silent auction baskets for 
Laradon at the quarterly 
in April. We will give 
out some information 
about this at the January 
quarterly.  
Once again thanks to 
all for helping Adopt a 
Family this year; it was a 
great success.    



ENF NEWS | DEER TRAIL | GOLDEN
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ENF IN THE SPOTLIGHT!
From Peter Frank, PER, ENF State Fundraising Chair

With the addition of  the Spotlight Grant, there have been a number of  Lodges doing 
some amazing things. Too often we worry about how much money we raise or how we 
spend it. The Spotlight Grant has given us new ways to think of  how we can impact our 
communities. I have asked for the lodges to send me a couple of  their stories and how 
their events have gone so far.
We want to highlight all of  the events that your lodges do so please send your story along 
with a couple of  pictures to ColoElksENF@gmail.com and we will continue to get them 
into the CEA newsletter and onto the Website. These are perfect articles to send to the 
national magazine as well.
Also, don’t be afraid to ask ENF to consider a different spin on how you would like to use 
your grant next year. They have been great at listening to your ideas and have approved 
trying something not previously considered.

DEER TRAIL 2307 - EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY FAIR!
Even though the turnout was light, we informed many people about the 
importance of  reading to children and doing activities that encourage 
reading. We were joined by Arapahoe Library District, Ms. Diane and 
Bubbles and the Women's Resource Center. Thanks to our Lodge for the 
donations of  diapers and baby wipes as it helped so many people. Kenny 
Ross, Peggy Otto Finnegan, Susan Rector, Julie Atwater, Chester Atwater, 
Bill Pierce, Sharon Pierce, Joy Siegmann, Charlie Miller and Austin Lowell 
(soon to be member).
Our ENF State Chairman Pete Frank and his wife were there to visit the 
event and he was impressed with what our Lodge has been doing. Thanks 
everyone! Submitted by Julie Ross

GOLDEN 2740 – WARM WELKOME TO THE GOLDEN 
LIBRARY
On October 26th the Golden Elks partnered with the Golden Library and 
hosted a warm wELKome event at the Golden library using the Spotlight 
and Beacon grants combined to fund the activity.
The purpose was to provide young people in need a winter coat with a hood 
and gloves and to expose them to the resources of  the library. In addition, 
participants signed up to get a library card.
We had face painting, card making, helium balloons, free books and a 
photo booth with props to dress up in and have pictures taken. In addition, 
the Golden Fire 
Department, Golden 
Police Department, 
Golden Backpack 
Program, JeffCo 
Schools Title One, 
and American Red 
Cross were present 
to provide additional 
resource information 
to the families.
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LODGE NEWS | OURAY | MONTROSE

OURAY LODGE MINIS JOIN THE CELEBRATION
From Jill Scheu
Sunday December 8, 2019 the Western Slope Lodges hosted a 
Christmas party for the Colorado National Guard families at the 
Montrose Lodge.
The Ouray Elks Veterans Committee contribution to the event 
was an appearance by Goldie and Rose of  the Mighty Mini Horse 
Therapy Program. The President and Founder of  MMHTP, 
Manette Steele, PER, PDDGER, is also the Chairman of  the 
Ouray Lodge’s Veterans Committee. MMHTP’s commitment is 
to nuture and inspire people one pat a time by visiting individuals 
and institutions to promote health and wellness. The minis have 
made appearances all over the western slope at senior care centers, 
hospitals, libraries, schools and veterans events.
Over 50 lodge members have volunteered for the MMHT program, 
walking the minis, or feeding the minis, or attending an event with 
Manette. The lodge has even gained several new members as a 
result of  their participation with MMHTP.

Photos top to 
bottom: 
Participants in the 
stick race.
Minis Goldie with 
Rose on the right.
Lodge Member 
Lorah Carrie (left) 
and Manette Steele 
PER, PDDGER (right) 
with the minis and a 
guest.
West District DD Nick 
Dimercio and his wife 
Gail with the minis.

WEST DISTRICT ELKS CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR 
COLORADO NATIONAL GUARD
From Martin Crespin, Exalted Ruler Montrose Lodge
The West District Elks hosted a Christmas Party for the Colorado 
National Guard (CONG) and their families at the Montrose 
Lodge December 8, 2019. This was the first annual Christmas 
Party held by Colorado Elks for the Colorado National Guard 
to express gratitude to the honorable men and women serving to 
protect our nation. Over 200 people were on hand when Santa 
strolled into the halls. Santa brought Mrs. Claus and the elves 
to deliver presents to the good boys and girls. Three rounds of  
enthusiastic stick horse races took place with $289 collected as 
donations for the CONG Fund.  
After lunch, two mini horses named Sweet Dreams and Goldie 
arrived for the kids to pet. 
Dignitaries Al Lennort, CEA 1st Vice President and Grand Lodge 
Trustee, Cynthia Wyszynski, CEA 3rd Vice President and Captain 
Ben Hogan of  CONG were in attendance.
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MONTROSE LODGE HONORS LOCAL HEROES
From Martin Crespin
An Appreciation Breakfast for many of  Colorado’s finest Law 
Enforcement members and Firefighters was held on November 
18. Fifty two First Responders attended the event where 
Certificates of  Service in grateful appreciation were presented 
to leaders of  the Montrose Sheriffs, Montrose Police & Fire, 
Olatha Police & Fire, and the Colorado State Patrol. Montrose 
Elks stressed “the Certificates only symbolize the respect that 
our 1st Responders deserve for serving in some of  our noblest 
professions. We appreciate their self-sacrifice and desire to 
make our cities, county, and state, a better place in which to live 
and work.” 
Everyone enjoyed a sumptuous breakfast and had very positive 
comments regarding the event. 

LITTLETON ELKS LODGE SENT OVER 100 
HOLIDAY CARE PACKAGES TO THE TROOPS
Packages of  donated hygiene products and high protein snacks 
were sent to military personnel overseas.
Buckley Air Force Base, located in Aurora, requested the much-
needed items. The unit contact promised that a flag flown 
during one of  the missions will be presented to the Littleton 
Elks at a later date. More than fifty members of  the Littleton 
Elks and community members donated the items, and more 
than fifteen volunteers packed the boxes and took them to the 
United States Postal Service for delivery.
“The service men and women started receiving the packages 
the week of  November 25th,” said Kathleen Goldstein, 
member of  the Littleton Elks Veterans Committee. “The boxes 
were very well received, and much appreciated. They ask 
that we remember them in our prayers for a safe return home 
sometime after the first of  the year.”

Littleton Elks 1650 Holiday 
Care Packages packing 
volunteers
Holiday Care Packages 
ready for mailing to the 
troops overseas

LITTLETON ELKS LODGE 1650 
DONATE $1,500 TO FRIENDS OF 
THE HAVEN
From Al Lenort, CEA 1st VP
The check represents many fund raisers that 
were held at the Lodge. These funds were 
matched by the Haven, located in Denver, and 

Right: Littleton Elks 1650 
Friends of the Haven 
Recipient Hassan Latif, 
Executive Director. 
Second Chance Center, 
Vicki Wilson. Executive 
Director Friends of the Haven. 
Dan Bates, Littleton Elks 
1650 Friends of the Haven 
Committee Chairperson, and 
Bill Winn, President Emeritus, 
Friends of the Haven.

presented to Hassan Latif, Executive Director 
of  the Second Chance Center in Aurora. 
The Second Chance Center helps formerly 
incarcerated people transition to lives of  success 
and fulfillment.
Those present were recipient Hassan Latif, 
Executive Director, Second Chance Center 
in Aurora; Vicki Wilson, Executive Director, 
Friends of  the Haven; Dan Bates, Littleton Elks 
Friends of  the Haven Chairperson, and Bill 
Winn, President Emeritus, Friends of  the Haven.
The Friends of  the Haven’s mission is to provide 
financial and volunteer support to further the 
activities of  The Haven and the Baby Haven, 
whose charter is to provide a safe, empowering, 
and enriching environment for women and their 
infants and small children.

Top photo left to right: 
Montrose Police Sargent 
Larry Witte, Olatha Fire Chief 
Matt Patrone, Montrose Fire 
Chief Tad Rowan, Montrose 
County Sheriff Gene Lillard, 
Elks West District Leader 
Nick DeMercurio, and 
Martin Crespin of Montrose 
Elks Lodge.



Top to bottom: 
Lodge 804 volunteers at 
Veterans Stand Down, L to 
R:  Susie Fries, Ron Zais, 
Amanda Fries, Jim Allen, 
Karen Burgess, Tom Mehan, 
Kay Rios, John Merritt, Laryl 
Laetsch, and Mike Sutton.
Veterans Breakfast Kitchen 
Crew:  Chuck Barnes, Joyce 
Bonanno, Joe McCarthy, Bob 
Petri, and Tony Bonanno.
Check-in crew:  Joe Lucero, 
Jan Daggett, Laryl Laetsch, 
Gary Bueno, Elise Cameron
Right: Trolley Paint Crew  
Elks members John Merritt, 
Tammy Sutton, Kay Rios 
Mike Sutton, Ron Zais, and 
Ann O'Neill. Elk members 
working in the Trolley barn.

LODGE NEWS | FORT COLLINS

FORT COLLINS 
LODGE 804 HAD 
A BUSY MONTH IN 
NOVEMBER 
From Mike Sutton, PER, Secretary
Fort Collins Lodge used a 
$2000 ENF Spot Light Grant 
to support the Veteran’s Stand 
Down event held in November. 
The Lodge partnered with 
the Red Cross, Larimer 
County Health Department, 
Veterans Affairs, Volunteers 
of  America, American Legion 
and Veterans of  Foreign Wars 
Post to create the Stand Down. 
Members of  the Elks Lodge 
put together swag bags that 
featured the Elks logo and 
contained sanitizing hand 
wipes, energy bars, gloves, 
thermal socks, hand warmers, 
rain ponchos, personal hygiene 
kits, emergency mylar blankets, 
lip balm, water and passes for 
the local city bus system. The 
bags were given to 88 homeless 
veterans and 28 Elks members 
participated in this event.
The Veterans’ Breakfast in 
November drew veterans from 

around the Fort Collins and Loveland area. 
Participants enjoyed a hearty breakfast at Lodge 804.
Another activity involving financial assistance 
and Elk members physical participation 
benefited the Fort Collins Municipal Railway 
Society (FCMRS). Lodge 804 stepped in to help 
FCMRS complete a project that has been in the 
works for some time. Beginning in 1907, Fort 

Collins had a trolley system that served the city 
well. But, with money issues, the system stopped 
running without warning in 1918. The FCMRS 
was formed in 1980 as a 501(C)3 to complete 
the painstaking restoration of  Car 21, restore the 
1.5-mile line from City Park to Howes Street. 
Work on car 21 took seven years, while line 
restoration took almost five years. Although 
the complete restoration has been appraised 
at over $2.5 million, it was accomplished at no 
cost to the city. All materials for restoring track 
were donated by local railroads and businesses. 
FCMRS also helped salvage rail from local 
railroads, including an abandoned mountain 
tourist line in the dead of  winter. Car 21 has 
since carried over 200,000 riders. 
FCMRS was fortunate enough to purchase 
another trolley, Car 25 and, recently the barn, 
which housed Car 21 was expanded for this 
second car. The money for the expansion was 
financed by a grant of  $30,000 from Bohemian 
Foundation, reserves from the Trolley budget 
of  $50,000 and a matching grant of  $80,000 
from Century 21 Electric Railway Foundation. 
Interior painting was required before the second 
car could be moved into operation. 
FCMRS applied to Lodge 804 for money to buy 
the paint and equipment needed to complete 
the interior plus volunteers to do the painting 
since the trolley operations are accomplished 
by a small group of  volunteers who serve as 
conductors, motormen and depot agents, 
equipment and right-of-way maintainers, crew 
scheduler/dispatcher and charter coordinators. 
The grant was approved, paint and equipment 
purchased and delivered to the barn. Six Elks 
members volunteered and spent November 
Saturdays completing the project. The second 
car can now be relocated to the barn and, as 
spring arrives, will begin to provide rides. This 

organization 
provides an 
historical 
perspective as 
well as many 
fun times for 
community 
members and 
visitors. Lodge 
804 members 
were proud to be 
involved.
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GEORGE W TRIMBLE CHARITY EVENT
By Jeff Janssen, Exalted Ruler
On December 22, 2019 Colorado Springs Lodge 309 hosted their annual Christmas 
party for the less fortunate children of  Colorado Springs. The tradition started in 1908 
and turned into the George W Trimble Christmas party in 1933. George W Trimble 
was a successful banker, miner and grub stacker in the Leadville Colorado area.
One Christmas in the late 1920’s Mr. Trimble was passing thru Colorado Springs by 
train. During his layover he was strolling by the theatre where the lodge was hosting 
their annual party for the needy children of  El Paso County. Mr. Trimble was so 
impressed by this act of  kindness that upon his death he left the Colorado Springs 
Lodge 38% of  his income/trust to be used solely for the purpose of  helping those in 
need in El Paso County. The first check of  $4,800 was received in 1933. This is the 
equivalent to $92,000 in todays funds. The charitable work done with these funds is 
outstanding. The funds go to help with dental assistance, prescription medicines, eye 
exams and prescriptions, hearing aids, prosthesis and Silver Key to name a few. Let’s 
not forget what this windfall originated from; we still throw the children a fantastic 
Christmas Party. Toys, candy, fruit, nuts, entertainment and of  course Santa Clause!! 
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THE REVVV…
Jerry Minson, PER 
The Trunk or Treat Spooks and Coupes 
event presented by The Eleven O’Clocks 
Car Club was held at Colorado Springs 
Lodge 309 on October 26, 2019. 
Electricity was in the air as close to 40 
cars and sponsors were in attendance for 
an evening of  safe fun for children and 
their families in our community. The 
car trunks were amazing, with so many 
awesome Halloween displays for the kids!
Over 200 kids were present for this new 
Lodge 309 event, which was packed 
full of  activities for all. One highlight 
of  the night was a hay ride with a 
tractor donated by Postestio Brothers 
Equipment. Al and Becky Wilcox are to 
be thanked for obtaining the tractor, as 
well as Jeff  Thomas providing the hay 
trailer.
The event sponsors were tremendous in 
facilitating the event. Hines Landscaping 
donated 150 pumpkins along with hay 
bales and constructed a pumpkin patch. 
A bake sale was hosted by Heather 
Thomas, Casey Rowley, and Katie Diaz. 
Jeff  Schmidt State Farm Insurance 
provided wonderful hot apple cider and 
treats for all. Little Fins Swim School 
hosted a fishing game and gave out 
goldfish as prizes to the kids. Hensel 
Phelps Construction provided much 

needed parking safety pylons to insure a 
protected location for all. Mandy Penn 
Photography hosted a photo booth for 
participants and obtained non-perishable 
food donations for Care and Share. They 
also took professional photos of  the event.
Alex and Delores Gonzales provided a 
tank full of  water and had the kids bob 
for apples!

The Colorado Elks Community Service 
Trailer was present, handing out Elks 
Drug Awareness goodies for all of  the 
trick or treaters. Along with the trailer, 
The Eleven O’Clocks grilled food for 
everyone present. With the incredible 
success of  this event, everyone is looking 
forward to doing this again next year! 



Top: Wreaths we placed at the 
graves.
Above: Cliff Fejfar placing a 
wreath at Quarter Master Sgt. 
George G Wortman grave.

LODGE NEWS | LAKEWOOD

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA
From Venita Collier
Saturday, December 14th, for the second year, 
members of  the Lakewood Elks Veterans' 

Committee, 
volunteers from 
the Lakewood 
Lodge and the 
general public 
gathered at the 
Crown Hill 
Cemetery at 
29th Avenue 
and Wadsworth 
Boulevard in 
Lakewood to 
place wreaths 
on the graves 
of  153 veterans. 
We tripled what 
we did last year. 

Crown Hill Mortuary supplied all the flags 
that were placed at each grave along with the 
wreaths. Our guide, Nicole Galluzzo, Field 
Operations Support Assistant led us to all the 
graves in addition to four special graves the 
same as we did last year. 
We visited Quarter Master Sgt. George G. 
Wortman, Congressional Medal of  Honor 
Recipient, US Cavalry, Indian Wars 1868.
Specialist 3rd Class Ernest H Bjorkman, US 

Navy, Spanish American War, Congressional 
Medal of  Honor Recipient.
Brigadier General Felix L Sparks, ST of  CO 
Supreme Court Justice.
Lt. Col. John W Mosley, Tuskegee Airman, 
flew in WWII, Korean and Vietnam Wars. 
Also, the 1st black football player at Colorado 
State University.
Venita Collier had met with both Mike 
Skoulat, General Manager of  Crown Hill 
and Nicole. For next year they want to be 
partners in raising money with us to make it 
an even a bigger event. We wish to (which we 
know that we will) double the triple we did 
this year and want to put wreaths on all the 
Spanish American War graves as well.
There are over 20,000 veterans buried in 
the Crown Hill Cemetery and all of  the 
volunteers placed wreaths at the graves 
and gave recognition to each reading the 
inscription on the headstone.
May all our deceased veterans Rest in Peace 
and all our veterans who have served and 
are serving have God's Graces showered 
on them. We thank Crown Hill Mortuary 
for partnering with us and look forward to 
continue our relationship with them.
It was a very touching tribute to our veterans 
and all volunteers were deeply moved and 
want to do this again next year.
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ANNUAL MARTY'S KIDS ANOTHER 
SUCESSFUL EVENT AT LAKEWOOD 
ELKS
Submitted by Venita Collier 

On December 8, 2019 Lakewood Elks 1777 
honored Marty's Kids with another annual 
Christmas Party. Marty's Kids started many 

years ago, and has become a tradition carried 
on each year. These are kids (adults for many 
years now) from all the groups from the 
Development Disability Resource Center in 
Jeffco County. 
For 19 years Sounds Familiar, a group of  
volunteers, have supplied the fantastic dancing 
music. Once the music starts you can't keep 
the kids off  the floor. They have a ball. Joan 
Jurann, one of  the Marty's Kids recipients, has 
attended each party for years. She is fantastic, 
glows and does sign language for the groups.
After Santa Claus arrives (courtesy Bobby 
Campoy) recipients can sit on his lap, have 
their picture taken and receive a special gift. 
A delicious pork roast meal with mashed 
potatoes, gravy, green beans and rolls was 
served.
Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped. 
It takes a village to put on an event like this, 
to cook, serve, dance and just love them. Once 
you have volunteered, you will be there every 
year to volunteer. The volunteer's hearts are 
filled with joy and blessings.

FIFTH ANNUAL 
VALOR POINT 
GRADUATION 
EVENT
Submitted by 
Venita Collier
November 8th, 2019, 
Valor Point Homeless 
Veterans received 
their Graduation 
Certificates of  
Achievement at 
the 5th Annual 
Graduation Luncheon 
organized by Sarah 
Falk, Employment 

Specialist, Staff  of  Valor Point along with 
Venita Collier, VAVS State Representative for 
Valor Point. 
Dr. Donald Winters opened the ceremony 
followed by many veterans who spoke about 
how great the place is and how they appreciate 
the staff  that works there. Some spoke about 
the holiday season; how people get depressed 
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but not to give up; reach out to people, there is 
help. Several spoke about attitude; keep your 
thoughts focused; train yourself; have the will 
to go forth, to achieve and keep positive. They 
spoke about the little push Valor Point staff  
gives and how it helps them to climb the ladder 
of  recovery.
Many of  these veterans have been homeless 
for years, some have many disabilities, others 
have addictions, but finally have successfully 
gone through the course and are now able to 
live in the community; those who are able to 
work can have a job; but the great part is that 
they now can have an apartment of  their own 
and feel secure of  being part of  society. When 
they get to move I help them with a Welcome 
Home Kit.
Venita Collier supplied a lunch of  Jimmy John's 
which fed at least 100. Musical entertainment 
was furnished and many volunteers received 
recognition. 
Our blessings go with all of  the volunteers and 
recipients.
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Pictured: The Sounds 
Familiar music group

Shown: Venita Collier and 
Bill Fava



2020 WINTER QUARTERLY MEETINGS
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YOUTH CAMP COMMITTEE
Since the November Quarterly, the 
Youth Camp Committee hasn't stood 
still. The Committee has been working 
diligently on the Special Use Permit, 
Camp Activities and the Camp 
Calendar, all with the intentions of  
supporting Strength in Youth Through 
Fun.
(F)riendship–the awareness that family 
and friends together are an important 
part of  everyone’s life and happiness.
(U)nderstanding–the awareness of  
other people's feelings; tolerance and 
forgiveness.

THE SECRETARIES MEETING
We will cover the Grand Lodge 
Convention at the start and a few 
secretary issues and we will once again 
probably have an abbreviated version of  
the Financial Reporting System. Lodges 
should already be working on coming 
into compliance and ready to start 
reporting their financial data starting in 
April 2020. John and I will be available 
to meet with Lodges after the session 
that are having particular Secretarial or 
FRS issues if  we run out of  time during 
the full two hour session.
Bill Hartless PDDGER
Secretaries Committee Co-Chairman

Winter 
Quarterly 
Banquet

MENUHerb Roasted Chicken BreastYukon Potato PureeSeasonal Vegetables
Dinner Rolls

Chocolate Cake
Coffee / Tea

LODGE BULLETINS
We will be going over the State Lodge 
Bulletin Contest...deadline and judging 
criteria.
Mary Ragsdale, Chair

(N)ature–the physical awareness of  your 
surroundings, including the landscape, 
plants, animals and other features and 
products of  the earth.
The committee will be discussing Special 
Use Permit progress and camp concepts. 
We will be detailing a Colorado Elks 
Association day event at the Camp 
scheduled for April.
Bob Keyser, Youth Camp Chair

• Calendars cost $20.00 each, and are 
available from members of the Colorado 
Elks Association. Tickets are being sent 
to each lodge, and members can check 
with their officers to either buy or obtain 
tickets to sell. You do not have to be a 
member of the Colorado Elks Association 
to buy a ticket. 
• The ticket stub with the name, 
address, and contact information of the 
purchaser needs to be returned with a 
check to Colorado Elks Association, 160 
Washington Avenue, Golden, CO 80403. 
A ticket is not eligible to win until 
payment and stub are received by the 
Colorado Elks Association at the address 
listed. Tickets are eligible to be drawn 
more than once in the calendar year, and 
you can purchase as many tickets as you 
wish from a Colorado Elks Association 
member. 
• It is the responsibility of the purchaser 
to notify the Colorado Elks Association of 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT ARTICLES FOR 
APRIL 2020 COLORADO ELKS NEWS: 

MARCH 24, 2020

FRIDAY NIGHT 
PER DINNER

Colorado Springs 309
3400 N. Nevada Avenue

 $12 per person 
Cocktails 5:00 pm Dinner 6:30 pm.

Serving baked ziti, garlic bread, salad 
and dessert 

any change of address in the year 2020 
by calling 303-204-1714 and providing 
your ticket number, or you may mail 
your change of address information to 
the address noted above with the ticket 
number. 
• You win by matching up your calendar 
ticket number with the monthly posted 
numbers at this website: ColoradoElks.
org. The drawings the month will be 
made randomly on the last day of the 
month at 6 p.m. at 4101 W 4th Street 
Road, Greeley, CO and will be posted 
on the ColoradoElks.org website within 
24 hours of the drawing. Prizes will be 
mailed on the 10th of the following 
month. To verify winning number call 
303-204-1714. 
• Winning tickets that are selected will 
be eligible to win in following month’s 
drawings. Winners need not be present 
to win. Winning numbers will be posted 
on the website for 60 days after each 
monthly drawing.

Proceeds are for the benefit of the Colorado Elks Association activities
Payments are not deductible as charitable donations. 

Only 5500 calendars will be sold. 
For more information contact Jeannette Rogers

The Colorado Elks Association is pleased to announce their 
2020 Calendar Raffle

CALENDAR RAFFLE
VETERANS SERVICE
Featuring the OilDale Screenwriter and 
Producer, the Honor Bell Foundation 
and the Colorado National Guard
Troy Erickson, Chair



REGISTRATION HOURS: Friday 1-9 pm, Saturday 8 am-3 pm, Sunday 7:30-8:30 am

Drug Awareness
Youth Activities

Chery Gordon 
Jeannette Rogers

1st VP Lenort

11:30
BREAK FOR LUNCH

2 HOURS

Veterans Service

Troy Erickson
Bob Cook

Clair Burch

1st VP Lenort

8:
30

9:
30

10
:3

0
1:

00
2:

00
3:

00
4:

00

Accident 
Prevention & Risk 

Management
Steve Nelson

2nd VP Root

CEA 
Youth Camp

Bob Keyser
2nd VP Root

Laradon 
Hall

Alice Hilzer
2nd VP Root

Board of Directors 
Lodge Trustees

Jim Parsons
3rd VP Wyszynski

Hoop Shoot
Brandon Wilkins

1st VP Lenort

2 HOURS

Lodge 
Secretaries

FRS Training
Grand Lodge 
Convention

Bill Hartless
John Hutson

1st VP Lenort

Lodge Activities 
Government 

Relations
Sarah Schiller
Wayne Rogers
1st VP Lennort

President Carpenter

Meetings 
Commission 
Constitution 

& Laws
Jeannette Rogers

Kim Bartell
President Carpenter

Clem and Evelyn 
Audin 

Foundation
Dave McKinney
3rd VP Wyszynski

Lodge Bulletins
Public Relations

Mary Ragsdale
Becky Schmitz

3rd VP Wyszynski
2nd VP Root

Ritual
Erik Colard
1st VP Lenort

Elk/Officer
of the Year

Kathy Yost
1st VP Lennort

Past
State

Presidents

C.O.R.E.
Kathy Larsen

President Carpenter

COFFEE AND 
DONUTS
Room 267
Saturday & Sunday 
7:00 am-8:00 am
SATURDAY 
BANQUET
Parker/Fremont 
Cash Bar 6:30 pm
Banquet 7:00 pm

CEA WINTER 2020 QUARTERLY MEETING | COLORADO SPRINGS | COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE

ACADEMY/PALMER PUEBLO PIKES PEAK ROYAL GORGE TELLER

WORSHIP 
SERVICE
Non-denominational
Academy/Palmer/
Pikes Peak
Sunday 7:45 am
GENERAL 
SESSION
Academy/Palmer 
Pikes Peak 
Sunday 8:30 am
LADIES 
BREAKFAST
Windows
Sunday 9:00 am

Business 
Practices

Club Managers
Mack Novosad
President Larsen

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Join the Colorado Elks Association Trustees for a night of Bingo! 

Friday, November 2nd 

8:30pm 

Grand Junction Doubletree Hotel – Kokopelli Room 

Cards $1.00 Each (Cash Only) 

(Please Remember: No alcoholic beverages from the Hospitality Rooms are allowed in the hotel’s common areas) 

Join the 
Colorado 

Elks 
Association 

Trustees 
for a night of 
BINGO!

Friday
January 25
8:30-11 pm
Elevation Room
Cards $1 each 

cash only
No alcoholic beverages 

from the hospitality 
rooms are allowed in the 

hotel’s common areas

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2020 | THE DOUBLETREE INN

Elks National Foundation Grand Lodge Executive Director
Jim O'Kelley

Elks National Foundation Assistant Director
Debbie Kahler Doles

From 2:00-4:30 PM
Pikes Peak/Royal Gorge Meeting Rooms

All members present are requested to attend
No hospitality rooms will be open until the final session is released

SPECIAL SESSION • EVERYONE WELCOME

WebMaster
Kevin Bland
1st VP Lenort


