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ow! I can’t believe this Elk year has
come to an end. Without a doubt, the
experience of being your State President is
one that I thoroughly enjoyed. Lucinda and I
will treasure the friendships we made and the
experiences that we had. First of all, I would like
to thank each and every one of you that helped
us in any way. My committee chairman all did an
exemplary job and the Board of Directors that I
have had the privilege of serving with definitely
deserves thanks!!
COVID has impacted us all this past year
and continues to do so. I am without a doubt
disappointed in the things that we couldn’t do
this past year and I continue to feel bad about the
things we still can’t do. As Elks, we have done a
tremendous job keeping the good works of our
order going. While many things have had to be
postponed or canceled, we are still striving to help
others whenever and wherever we can. Seeing
how we have worked together to get through this
pandemic has made me truly proud to be an Elk.
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As we approach what will pass for our State
Convention, I want to thank each and everyone
of you for doing your part to make this happen.
It will be different. We won’t be able to celebrate
this past year as we normally would. The
incoming officers won’t be able to celebrate
the beginning of next year. However, we will
transition to next year and do our very best to
keep things going with the Colorado Elks.
Please remember that, as new people take
office, there will be more of a learning curve
because we haven’t been able to meet as usual.
Things are different! Remember to help each
other and be patient with one another during
this transition. We are all tired of dealing with
inconveniences and delays during this crisis. I am
sure that the Colorado Elks will, as usual, set a
shining example of the principles of our order.
Once again, thanks to you all! Lucinda and I
hope to unofficially visit all the lodges and states
that we were unable to visit due to COVID.

2020 COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION
117TH STATE CONVENTION
Marriott South • Lone Tree, Colorado

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday September 11, 2020
12:00 pm-5:00 pm Convention 			
Registration
Saturday September 12, 2020
7:00 am-2:00 pm Convention 			
Registration
9:00 am-12:00 pm Business Session
1:00 pm
Business Session and 		
Installation of Officers

The Marriott Hotel will require masks to be worn in all
public areas at all times. No social gathering is allowed and
please respect social distancing guidelines and areas.
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Message from the
Grand Exalted Ruler
Paul R. Ryan
s I begin my
year as Grand
Exalted Ruler, I
want to begin by
saying thanks to all
of you and offer my
sincere gratitude and appreciation that you have
entrusted me as your next national president.
This would not have been possible without all
of you, my fellow brothers and sisters, and your
support and guidance. I also need to thank my
family and friends, and of course the assistance
and aid of my wonderful wife.
When I started this adventure, finding a theme
was something that I wanted to make sure
stood out. I wanted to change a little of the
landscape of the organization to make sure that
we not only survive the future but thrive in it.
With the changes happening in this world, my
theme has become more and more vital to the
situation. My Theme for 2020-2021 is Creating
Momentum for the Future of Elkdom. Now
more than ever we need to go out there and help
our communities and get them to thrive again,
get them to see the light at the end of the tunnel.
Help to realize that this is a great country. And
teach them who we are as Elks and that our
organization is one that will Create Momentum
for the Future of Elkdom and the people of this
country.
Elks are a community, and it is my hope for
the coming year that by working together with
the Elks National Foundation and through our
Members and Lodges nationwide we can build
both stronger communities and stronger Elks. It
is my goal that we can reach $4.80 per Member
in our ENF donations this Elks year. It’s not
a lofty goal when you consider that we have
reached this amount for many of the past years.
I understand that with the way the world is right
now, it is hard to increase the goal. Lodges are
closed and will have a hard time coming up
with the extra funds to be able to sustain our
current activity. Reach down and grab one more
dollar. Believe me, the Elks National Foundation
charitable giving will be needed more than ever
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and the funds will go a lot further now in the
world that we are living in.
It is my challenge to each and every Member
to practice the Elks values of Charity, Justice,
Brotherly Love, and Fidelity in your work, your
daily lives, and everything you do.
Stacey and I are looking forward to visiting you
in each of your respective states and Lodges
during our travels during the next year.

UPCOMING EVENTS ALLOW ELKS
TO RETAIN, RECRUIT

This is the time of year to move the momentum
for the future of Elkdom. Prepare your Members
for what is coming next and create new ideas for
the future. There are so many things just around
the corner: GER Membership Class, ENF
Month, Red Ribbon Week, Patriotism Week,
Veterans Day... so many more.
Membership: Are you in line with your goals
for the year? What? You didn’t set goals!? Then
start now and make sure that you are on top of
recruiting and retaining membership.
This is a superb time to send invoices to your
Members who have not paid their dues. The
Membership Committee should contact those
delinquent Members to ask them to become
current. Let them know that the funds continue
to help the Lodge do great things in the
community. Then, ask them if there is anyone
they know who would benefit from becoming
a Member of the Lodge and also would enjoy
helping with community events and charitable
get-togethers.
However, don’t just retain; ramp up and get
new Members in other ways. Hold an event and
have each Member bring someone they know
who is not a Member. Take a box of goodies to
the police departments, fire departments, and
sheriff ’s departments and tell them about our
closed-door policies. Tell them how their job and
their privacy is important to us.
As fall comes in, are you working out details
for Lodge participation? It is a good time to
organize and gather new ideas. Plant a seed for
something new to be done each year, month,
or week. It is a good time to organize old and
implant new ideas to make sure that something
is always happening at the Lodge.
This is a great time to make sure that the Lodge
Secretary is keeping up with the charitable
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RIDING THE STORM OUT
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1ST VICE
PRESIDENT

Allen Lenort

s Kim and I wrap up what has been a very
interesting year as CEA 1st Vice President, I
reflect on all the drastic changes that have fallen
upon all of us. Whether it be on a personal or
Elks level, the events of this year have changed
our “normal” forever. For those who have
experienced personal tragedies this year, I
encourage you to reach out to your family and
friends in your time of need.
As for the challenges that are facing our Elks
Lodges, reach out to the leadership in your
Lodges, District and State Association for
assistance.
Challenges can also present opportunities for our
Lodges to let our communities know that we are
available in the time of need. The Elks National
Foundation has changed the guidelines for many
of the grant programs to assist the Lodges on
getting funds to those who need it. If you need
assistance contact the CEA Grants Coordinator.
We receive numerous e-bulletins from across the
state and it continues to amaze me to see how

resourceful our Elks can be. I see pictures of
“Masked Elks” helping out veterans, guardsmen,
and people in our communities all the time.
Keep up the good work.
To reinforce all that the Colorado Elks do for
our towns, cities or communities, I went to the
Charitable Report Summary that is available on
elks.org. Last year the Colorado Elks traveled
547,680 miles across this great state; and had a
total contribution of $10,014,578.74. That is a
great illustration of what we are doing to meet
the challenges of our state – great job to all!
As Kim and I enter this next challenge in our
Elks year, we look forward to being able to
assist all of the Colorado Elks in meeting the
challenges that you are facing. In preparing for
this upcoming year, we had adopted a theme
song from REO Speedwagon of “Roll with
the Changes”. As our world now faces the
“new normal”, those words seem to hold a
little different meaning. I encourage all of the
Colorado Elks to continue to be a positive force
in your communities, find ways to Roll with
the Changes presented to us all, and to always
remember to Keep Riding the Storm Out.

GRAND LODGE NEWS
GER message continued from page 2
reports. If this is done on a regular basis then it is not a situation where you will need to try and
remember what has happened. Send a notice out to all the Members and the Activities chairs so
that you make sure to receive all the charitable hours recorded.Coming right around the corner is
Patriotism Week from September 7-13 and Red Ribbon Week, October 23-31. The GER Class runs
for the month of October, so start making plans now and make this the largest GER Class ever.
ENF Month is also in October, so make as many events as possible to increase the ENF funds to
meet the $4.80 goal. Create another event to sign people up for the Fidelity Club—Wouldn’t it be
awesome to increase the amount of giving we can do by getting all Members to give just $5 per
month? Wow, now that is a number!

HELP WITH LODGE BILLS MAY BE AVAILABLE

Submitted by Allen Lenort, CEA 1st Vice President, Member of the Board of Grand Trustees
he added fallout from the pandemic we are all experiencing is hitting our Lodges in many
ways. The loss of revenue from venue rentals, bingo, club and dining rooms is affecting our
cash flow and our ability to pay the bills. First and foremost, if your Lodge is getting to the point
of not being able to pay the bills, please reach out to your District Deputy and leadership for
guidance and assistance.
There are currently a few SBA loan programs available and a few Lodges in the state have applied
for and received an SBA EIDL loan. If your Lodge is considering a loan of any type you are
required to complete an application from the Grand Secretary's office and follow the provisions
of Statute 16.050. If you need assistance with the application process or the provisions of 16.050,
please let me know.

T
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KEEPING THE ELKS SPIRIT ALIVE DURING TRYING TIMES

I

2ND VICE
PRESIDENT

Tom Root

t has been an extremely tough year for all
the Lodges and all the members due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. I am encouraged at
reading and hearing about the great job the
Lodges are doing in keeping their Lodges afloat
and at the same time doing such great work
in their communities. This truly reflects ‘Elks
Care – Elks Share’. Many of you already know
that due to the pandemic we had to cancel our
Spring Quarterly and the Grand Lodge session
in Baltimore. Our State Convention has been
reduced to a one day affair due to this pandemic.
It’s hard to believe that my second year as a Vice
President of the Colorado Elks Association,
Inc. is coming to an end. My wife, Rose and I,
have had phenomenal times visiting the Lodges
and we look forward to visiting more Lodges
in the coming year. I have learned more and
more about the State Association than I thought
possible. We do have great members that are
leading our Order in our many programs and
great leaders of the State Association.
As this new fiscal year starts, there will be
continuing State and District chairs and there
will be new State and District chairs. Please
use these individuals to further the programs
in your Lodges. All chairs have accepted great
responsibilities and need your help in their
efforts to continue their programs.
I look forward to, hopefully, becoming your 1st
Vice President of the State Association at the
one day State Convention in September. The
new fiscal year presents new challenges which I
am looking forward to accepting.
Membership in our Order is of extreme
importance. I ask each of you to talk with your
family members, friends, co-workers, next-door
neighbors, etc. Each of you, as members of the
Elks, is continuing your membership for your
specific reasons. Let those who are not members

know why you are an Elk. Let your prospective
candidates know the good works we do in our
communities. Letting these potential members
know our involvement in our communities
should excite them to join our Order.
In regards to Elks National Foundation,
congratulations to all who support the Great
Heart of Elkdom. The State of Colorado
did meet the per-member giving goal of the
Past Grand Exalted Ruler, Robert Duitsman,
of $4.75 per member with a final total for
2019/2020 of $11.393. PER Pete Frank and
I had a requested goal for the year of $10.00
per member; and as you can see the State of
Colorado went over that goal. Thank you for
your generosity. I ask that you continue to make
contributions to ENF. Our new Grand Exalted
Ruler, Paul Ryan, has announced that the permember giving goal for this fiscal year is $4.80.
I am asking you to help make the goal this fiscal
year of $10.00 per member in giving for the
State of Colorado and I have faith that all of
you will help to make this goal.
As to the Ritual; many members know that due
to the pandemic all the District contests were
cancelled. It is my understanding that there
will be a State Ritual Contest at the Winter
Quarterly in January in Colorado Springs.
Please consider practicing ritual at your Lodges
as we all want to impress our new members. Also
please consider entering the state competition.
As a reminder, the Colorado Elks Association
is here to help all members and all Lodges. So
please contact any of the officers if you need
help or have questions, ideas or suggestions.
Thank you for allowing me to be your 2nd
Vice President of the Colorado Elks and I look
forward to continuing the goals of the State
Association as, hopefully, your 1st Vice President.

LODGE NEWS | GUNNISON
PROVIDING HELP IN TIME OF NEED

Submitted by Glenn Calkins, Secretary
Gunnison Lodge 1623 applied for a Gratitude Grant of $2500 from ENF. It was accepted and
half will be used to help stock the local food pantry and the other half will go to the Gunnison
School District to help provide food for needy students. "Elks Care, Elks Share"
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PERSEVERING IN THE NEW
NORMAL

I

3RD VICE
PRESIDENT

Cynthia Wyszynski

t’s hard to believe my first year as a Vice
President is coming to an end because, well,
it’s been the weirdest year in our collective
memory. Much gratitude goes to the Lodges
I was able to visit for their generosity and
hospitality.
Just like everyone at the Lodge level, the
Colorado Elks Association is doing its best to
function within the ever-changing environment
and state mandates known as 2020. Our prime
concern is that everyone makes health safety
their top priority. My heart and prayers go out to
those families who have lost a loved one this year.
As the Lodges and the CEA attempt to progress
in a more fluid manner this year, so does the
Elks National Foundation. There have been
some major last minute adjustments to the

grants – please check their Community Images
page to keep abreast of the situation so you
can best utilize the ENF to help our hard hit
communities.
As you all know by now, the State Convention is
going to be radically different than in previous
years. Please read over the directions and
deadlines for your mail-in ballots carefully. If
you have any questions, contact Credentials
Committee Chairperson David Burough. And
please send your donations to Major Projects to
Secretary John Hutson at his new address.
While we need to limit the number of members
in physical attendance, there is no limit on
Zoom attendance! Make sure well ahead of the
convention that someone in your Lodge is able
attend the business meeting via Zoom.
Again, many thanks for your hospitality this year,
and I look forward to seeing you all again.

LODGE NEWS | OURAY | LOVELAND
ENF GRANTS HELP THE
COMMUNITY

Reprinted from Ouray Lodge newsletter
With the ongoing pandemic
negatively impacting so many
Ouray County families, Ouray
Elks Lodge 492 has stepped up
to support the community by
providing over $5k in financial
support for food relief to the

Ouray County Food Bank and the Ouray Public
Libraries lunch program.
The Elks' donations go directly to help feed
Ouray County families in need during a time
when many are out of work or under-employed.
“Elks Care, Elks Share is our organization's
motto,” says Ouray Elks Leading Knight Chris
Vann, “and while the Elks Lodge is facing its
own financial challenges we want to support our
community and share with those most in need
right now.”
More information on how to take advantage
of food relief programs in Ouray County can
be found at the Ouray Public Libraries and the
Ouray County Food Banks websites.

Thank you, Roberta Steinwachs, for
sixteen years of faithful service as the Editor
and Publisher of the Loveland Lodge 1051
Bulletin.
During this time, Roberta was a Lodge
Bulletin Divisional winner in 2012-2013,
2013-2014, and 2014-2015. Roberta’s efforts
in publishing our bulletin is so appreciated
and will really be missed!

Above Left To Right: Jill Scheu, Ouray Elks
Lodge Grant Coordinator, Susan McMurry,
Ouray County Food Pantry Secretary

PAGE 5

COLORADO ELKS NEWS

AUGUST 2020

VETERANS NEWS
CEA VETS SUPPORT CONG BBQ
AND DELIVER NEEDED FOOD
SUPPLIES

From Troy Erickson, CEA Veterans Service Chair
Your Veterans Services
Committee has been busy
during this COVID 19
pandemic with our combined
efforts to support the Colorado
National Guard. We have
supported four end of mission
BBQs at the Denver Armory,
plus snack bags delivered
twice a week for four weeks to
be distributed to soldiers and
airman who were activated and
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staying at motels in the metro area.
Our last huge mission, was to support the
younger enlisted guard members by making a
food donation of over 7,000 lbs to the Denver
Armory in July and over 10,000 lbs to the
140th Air Wing at Buckley in August. This
food consisted of meat, dairy, fresh fruit and
vegetables, bread and bakery items, water, soft
drinks, ice cream and snacks. This is an active
model and we are prepared to train the other
districts and bring this to an Armory near you!!
We had assistance from several Lodges
including: Idaho Springs 607, Evergreen
2363, Golden 2740, Summit County 2561,
Westminster 2227, Longmont 1055 and
Littleton 1650.
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VETERANS NEWS
VETERANS DAY
POSTERS AWARDWINNING DESIGN
From Troy Erickson, CEA
Veterans Service Chair
The black color of the
silhouettes represents
the stoic and enduring
nature of veteran

NATIONAL POW-MIA
RECOGNITION DAY

will be September 18, 2020.
One week after our State
Convention. Order Posters
TODAY to raise awareness!
https://dpaa.secure.force.
com/dpaaPosters



VAVS representative
Clayton Huffman, with
Colorado National Guard
members.

service. The contrast between the bright
background and the dark images represent the
sharp contrast that most veterans experience
between military life and civilian life. The sharp
contrast fits this year’s 2020 theme "Vision:
Veterans in Focus." The beautiful sky represents
the serenity that veterans seek in pining for
peace, in drowning the echoes of war. Overall,
the cliff, veterans and children represent the
legacy of veterans. The children represent
future veterans. Those struggling on the hill
represent incoming and current
veterans. Those at the top of the hill
represent the older generation looking
after the others. You will notice that
some veterans on the hill are turning
back to assist others. This represents
the mindset of always looking back to
help other generations, leaving a legacy
better than they found it. If you ever
walk into a VA Medical Center, veterans
are always welcoming and helping
in a variety of ways. The mountain
represents experience; the climbers
appear to climb for the better view atop
the mountain.
Veterans Day 2020 Posters can be
downloaded at: https://www.va.gov/opa/
vetsday/poster/20poster_highres.jpg

LODGES COME TOGETHER TO SUPPORT THE COLORADO
NATIONAL GUARD

From Jany Schindler, Evergreen Lodge View Newsletter Editor
It was another busy day for the Longmont, Idaho Springs, Arvada, and Evergreen
Lodges, working on a barbecue for the Colorado Army National Guard. We
prepared hamburgers,
cheeseburgers, and brats for an
estimated 120 soldiers. These
folks are on deployment to the
Denver Colorado area to help
where needed. The Elks Lodge
is doing their best to make life a
little easier for them while they
are away from home.
Colorado National Guard
presented our lodge and the
other lodges involved with a
certificate of appreciation.
PAGE 7
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VETERANS NEWS
A LETTER TO EVERGREEN 2363

Grand Lodge News

FREEDOM GRANTS AID VETERANS IN
CRUCIAL JUNE
By Hannah Graber
ENVSC Department Assistant

Congratulations to this year’s Freedom Grant
recipients! All 325 Freedom Grants have been
awarded for projects or donations that serve
veterans and/or military members in need.
This year, when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
country right before Freedom Grants normally
go online in April, there was uncertainty about
moving forward as usual. We decided to open
the Freedom Grants in June to allow Lodges
access to grant funds to provide assistance that
is needed more than ever. Planning for projects
still involved a lot of uncertainty, but many
Lodges have made adjustments and formed
backup plans as part of their grant.
One great example is Oak Harbor, WA Lodge
No. 2362. Elks will partner with local veteran
centers to assemble supply packages for
veterans in need, which Elks can do at home
while social distancing. Distribution of the
supplies can take place throughout the grant
year, allowing flexibility to adjust for safety and
local regulations. The Lodge will also provide
holiday food baskets for military and veteran
families in need.
Golden, CO Lodge No. 2740 will partner
with the Survivor Outreach Services Support
Coordinator at the Colorado National Guard
to provide backpacks of school supplies and a
trip to the Denver Zoo for kids from Gold Star
families, as well as Christmas gifts. If the trip
is prevented by changes in local COVID-19
guidelines, the Lodge’s partnership will allow
them to donate funds toward increasing their
assistance for the same families during the
holidays.
The pandemic forced Elks from Taunton, MA
Lodge No. 150 to cancel their normal events that
raise money to provide food assistance to local
veteran service agencies. Instead, the Lodge
will use a Freedom Grant to provide grocery
gift cards and personal protective equipment to
veterans experiencing food insecurity and living
in transitional housing.
We are thankful for Elks volunteers everywhere
who are serving veterans in their communities.
Don’t forget that Lodges can use Community
Investments Program Grants and Welcome
Home Kits to serve veterans, too! Visit elks.org/
vets for more information.

I appreciate the time you took to help us gain
access to your facility and in your support of the
guard members assigned to this Armory during
these uncertain times.
The Colorado Elks are committed to our
relationship with the Colorado National Guard.
Therefore, I would like to propose an additional
mission for us to support the members of the
CONG. As a part of the Colorado Elks, Idaho Springs
607 and Evergreen 2363; I would like to use
our newly identified resources to deliver bakery,
fruit, produce and other items, as they become
available, to the Denver Armory on their respective
Drill Weekends. This would be at no cost to the
Go to

Guard. We understand some of the guard members
are struggling to make ends meet.
The Colorado Elks are committed to helping in
any way possible. I believe we have found a silver
lining in this COVID 19 Cloud and we can use
our resource list to support your Armory. If this is
approved, we would share our program around the
state and replicate it with other lodges.
After it was announced that we intended to leave
the surplus food we brought down, we observed
guard members filling boxes as they shared stories
with us about how this would help their families.
This increased our resolve to do our best for all of
you. I am available at any time to discuss logistics
and bringing this to fruition!
Fraternally, Troy Erickson, PER, Chair Veterans
Services Colorado Elks Association
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WISH LIST
FOR LARADON
SEPTEMBER 2020
School supplies:
Dry Eraser Markers
Safety Scissors
Washable Markers
Highlighters
Paper Clips		
Pencils
Pens
Notebooks single
subject
Nontoxic Paint
Glue Sticks
Construction Paper
Sticky Notes
Dish, Laundry and
Dishwasher Soap
Paper Goods, Plastic
Silverware
Bottled Water
Goldfish Snacks
Animal Crackers
Pretzels
Veggie Sticks
Granola Bars
Donations may
be dropped off
at the one-day
Colorado Elks State
Convention or call
your District person
or Alice Hilzer at
720-810-7779
Check with
registration at
the convention
to find out where
we are storing the
donations. Thanks
for your continuing
support of Laradon.

LARADON NEWS
LARADON UPDATE AUGUST 2020

Submitted by Alice Hilzer, State Chairperson
During this whole Covid period, Calabrese
Youth Center has remained in operation with no
cases reported. Also the Community Learning
Services are operating using the whole campus
for distancing. The Laradon School started in
the middle of the month with 25 students then
introduced more students at a later time. The
students can do virtual leaning since they have
IPADs.
The school supplies list has been sent to all
Colorado Elks lodges and the person coming to
state convention can bring the donated supplies
at that time. There is a great need for school
supplies.
The CYC program is new and it fosters children
from 11-18 with developmental disabilities
in addition to emotional and behavioral
problems mostly due to trauma. The children
were originally from Colorado and living in
institutions in other states. The program started
in February of 2019 as requested by the State of
Colorado.
The center would like to build a wellness room
which would include yoga, sensory, movie and

gaming areas. The goal is to make these kids feel
like it's their home. The children will eventually
be placed back in the community since Laradon
will start a new foster home program for this
purpose. This program can always use linens;
single and full size sheets and comforters. The
products need to be new for health reasons.
We will continue the Adopt a Family program
for Christmas. We did 87 families last year.
Please have your representative see Alice Hilzer
to sign up for a family. It will be different this
year, but I know Elks will make this project
successful.
If you have any checks for Laradon, please give
them to the registration office in an envelope
marked Laradon on the bottom line and add
'programs' so they can place the money where
needed...unless you have a favorite program.
Any question please call Alice Hilzer, State
Chairperson at 720-810-7779 or email
ajhilzer@msn.com

DRUG AWARENESS NEWS
DRUG ABUSE NO EXCUSE

Submitted by Chery Gordon
Colorado State Drug Awareness Committee Chair
Hello everyone! I do hope this finds everyone
doing well and not feeling completely insane
with all the pandemic rules and regulations.
Generally, I do not wish time away, but I can
honestly say that I will be extremely glad to see
2020 go. And I am hoping and praying for a
“normal” 2021.
I wanted to let everyone know that the 20202021 Drug Awareness Poster, Essay and Video
contest theme is, “Drug Abuse–No Excuse”.
The poster contest is open to students in the
3rd through 5th grade. The essay contest is for
6th through 8th grade and the video contest
has three levels, pre-high school, high school,
and post graduate students. All the rules can be
found at Elks.org, or you may contact me, and I
will send them to you.
PAGE 9

If you have not looked at the Drug Awareness
information at Elks.org, please check it out.
There is a lot of useful information. The Elks
Kids Zone is interesting and fun, and the Elks
Teen Zone, Elksteenzone.org, is full of lessons
for teachers and parents to do with their kids.
And videos that are full of meaning and really
do make you stop and think. Please, look at them
and use them.
I will have a small pin available soon. I am going
to ask $5.00 for them. The money will go in the
Drug Awareness funds. I am hoping they will be
here before our State Convention.
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DENVER 17 HOSTS
FOOD DRIVE

From Stephanie Martens,
Secretary, Denver Lodge 17
On April 9th Denver
Lodge 17 held a drive-thru
canned food drive in our
parking lot for the food
pantry at Redeeming Love
Fellowship. We collected 10
cases of food and $1000 in
cash donations.
Our lodge donated $1000
to both Bienvenidos
Food Bank and Food for
Thought Food Bank using
our ENF grant money.
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NEW COATS FOR VETERAN'S
HONOR GUARD

Submitted by Richard Parker, PER
Chaplain Akron Lodge
Akron Lodge 2579 was pleased to present
the local Veteran's Honor Guard with new
all-weather coats. Over the past few months,
money was collected from various sources in
order to provide these coats.
The local honor guard is made up of members
from the Akron and Otis Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the members of the Akron American
Legion.
Pictured above: Akron Elks PER Richard Parker in the
middle and veterans left to right: Jim McCracken, Sr., Alex
Pieper, Roland Cross, Al English, Perk O'dell, Rex Pieper
and John Horn.
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WINSTON JONES
LEGACY BELL
DEDICATION,
JULY 4, 2020
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the Evergreen Elks Lodge in 1981 eventually
becoming an Honorary Life Member. He was an
active member for 27 years until his death at age
92. He remarked many times that the Lodge was a
tremendous source of comfort and companionship
for him.
Upon his death, the International Bell Museum
collection was donated to Winston’s alma mater,
Hastings College in Nebraska. Per
Winston’s wishes, the Hastings
College Foundation donated and
sent the legacy bell to our Lodge in
Winston’s memory.
As his Exalted Ruler Project,
Clayton Huffman decided to bring
the bell out of the Lodge dungeon
where it has been stored since 2014.
Jack Jordan and Gene Lewis joined
Clayton in the great effort of getting
the bell moved and mounted to the
present outdoor location.
Future plans are to display a plaque on the bell
pedestal and to install several seating benches and
up lighting. Many thanks to Clayton, Jack and
Gene for capturing a part of our history in such a
meaningful and attractive exhibit. This will be the
perfect spot to sit and reflect on Winston’s legacy to
us, a bell that rings for “freedom, peace, and unity”.
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VICTOR LODGE
COMMUNITY UPDATE

Submitted by Donna Brazill
Victor Lodge 367 was asked to
assist the local school district with
communication and e-learning
logistics due to the sudden closure.
The Lodge applied for, received,
and donated their $2500 ENF
Gratitude Grant to the Community
Of Caring Foundation in Cripple
Creek. In turn, the Foundation
will oversee the funds which will
help the school implement a direct
mailing communication system, as
well print ads, as alternative ways
to communicate with unemployed
parents and families at home. A
lodge member, who is a former
educator, stepped up to help the
district formulate, and map out; a
communications plan, connected
the district to a direct mail vendor,
as well as negotiate reduced print
advertising rates to get ongoing
messages out to families as they
lose electronic connectivity with
the school. The messages will
include meal distribution locations and times,
medical care access times, how to access TANF
and other information as the needs arise over
several months.
The Lodge also allowed the school district to set
up a hotspot at the lodge building so e-learning
students could access lessons online from outside

CREEDE LODGE CONTRIBUTES

Submitted by Henry Hosselkus, Secretary
Creede Elks Lodge 506 has helped members and
individuals with the following expenses:
Member
Individual
Individual
Individual
Member
Member
Individual
Member
Member
Maintenance
Scholarships

$250.00
158.75
250.00
250.00
250.00
250.00
107.00
79.59
74.94
116.05
6,000.00

Propane
Propane
Rent
Sickness
Accident
Accident (Youth)
Food
Flowers for a sick member
Flowers for a sick member
AED for the community
Six Seniors $1,000 each
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of the building when it was not possible to access
at home due to their rural residence locations.
The Lodge also coordinated members and
others, including Newmont Mining employees,
City Employees and city Council Members to
assist with the delivery of e learning technology
devices to children throughout the district as well
as personal property remaining at the schools
after shut down. The group made over 50
deliveries in one day.
In addition to helping the community, the Victor
Lodge became creative with their fundraising.
Three local musicians joined together on the
Lodge porch one Saturday afternoon and
recorded a one hour concert. Please visit Victor
Elks Lodge 367 Fundraiser on YouTube to enjoy
and donate to support the lodge activities.

Our Lodge bought $1,050 Food Certificates at $50 each
and distributed them to families and veterans.
We used the Gratitude Grant to donate $1000 to the
Baptist Church and $1000 to the Ladies Aid Society.
Each of these two groups used the money to buy food
certificates for individuals, families and the Food Bank.
We also used the Spotlight Grant of $2000 to help our
Creede Early Learning Center and the Mineral County
Public Health Clinic buy supplies for babies and children.
We bought books to help Spanish children learn English.
We also did our annual Highway Clean Up in May 2020.
Creede Lodge is proud to continue serving our
community.
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LITTLETON ELKS LODGE 1650
FOOD DRIVE FOR NOURISH
MEALS ON WHEELS

Pictured top: Nourish Meals
on Wheels Executive Director
Diane McClymonds receives
cash and gift card donations
totaling $2,990 from
Littleton Elks 1650 Exalted
Ruler Danielle VonFeldt.
Vans and SUVs loaded with
over two tons of donations of
food and paper products.
Littleton Elks 1650 volunteers
and volunteers from
Columbine High School
unload two tons of food and
paper products donations to
Nourish Meals on Wheels.
Littleton Elks 1650 Exalted
Ruler Danielle VonFeldt,
Columbine High School
volunteers: Juniors Trent
VonFeldt and Lily Berg and
freshman Noah Berg,
Nourish Meals on Wheels
Executive Director Diane
McClymonds, Littleton Elks
1650 Inner Guard Karen
Alexander, Littleton Elks Loyal
Knight Amy Jo Berg.
At right: crew from South
Metro Fire Station 11
Mid right: South Metro
Fire Station 15 crew with
volunteer Haley Lucowicz
and Littleton Elks Lodge
1650 Youth Activities Chair
Chris Lucowicz.
Bottom right: crew from
South Metro Fire Station
19 with Littleton Elks Lodge
1650 Trustee Paul Gruber.

Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 held a food drive
for Nourish Meals on Wheels which has been
impacted by COVID 19 with increased meal
requests. The organization has been in urgent
need of financial contributions and donations of
nonperishable foods.
Littleton Elks stepped up to support their
neighbors in need. Over 125 vehicles came
through the food drive loaded with food, paper
products, cheerful cards and drawings.
Lodge volunteers delivered over two tons of food
and paper products, and $2,990.00 in cash and
gift card donations. The charity of Littleton Elks
and the Littleton community made the event a
huge success for Nourish Meals on Wheels.
Nourish Meals on Wheels Executive Director
Diane McClymonds expressed her thanks,
“What an amazing successful food drive! It is
heartwarming how generous the community is in
support of our older and those most vulnerable
in these uncertain times. We appreciate our
partnership with the Littleton Elks Lodge 1650
and thank all who participated. You all are
making our corner of the world a better place.”
Nourish Meals on Wheels’ mission is to enrich
the lives of seniors and homebound adults in
the South-Metro Denver area by providing
nutritious meals that promote dignity, well-being
and independence.

LITTLETON ELKS LODGE 1650
AND VIEW HOUSE LITTLETON
DELIVER FOOD TO SOUTH METRO
FIRE RESCUE STATIONS

Submitted by Exalted Ruler Danielle VonFeldt
A dozen Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 volunteers
delivered meals to first responders with South
Metro Fire Rescue. Crews from seven fire
stations received enough meals for fifty deserving
firefighters and medics.
“It was our honor to support and recognize
our local fire department during the pandemic
with the generous donation of food from
our neighbor and partner The View House
-Littleton. The crew members were very
appreciative of the food and recognition as we
are of their service to our community” said
Littleton Elks ER Danielle VonFeldt.
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LAKEWOOD ELK VETERAN RECEIVED
SURPRISE BIRTHDAY WISHES

Submitted by Venita Collier
At noon on Saturday, April 25 the Lakewood Elks Lodge
Veterans Committee surprised Elk member Donald P.
MacDougall with best wishes for his 90th birthday. We
gathered in front of his house using social distancing, masks,
a large birthday sign and sang "Happy Birthday Don".
His daughter Mary let us know he was having a birthday
and asked if we could do a 'drive-by'? We agreed; set up
arrangements with his daughter, and surprised him.
Don, a Korean War veteran, served in the military four
years during war time; had a
degree in biology; which was
utilized during his service in
the war. After the military, Don
worked 30 years as a water
specialist for the County Health
Department.
Lakewood Elk members who met
to surprise him were: Tom Kelly,
Jerry Hilton, Mike Holland,
Bill Easton, Annette Reynolds,
Bobby Campoy, Venita and John
Collier. We were very grateful
to be able to do this, especially
during Covid-19 time.

LITTLETON ELKS LODGE
1650 HOLDS YOUTH
ART CONTEST FOR AREA
RESIDENTS

Submitted by Angie Jackson
Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 held a youth
art contest for residents in the Littleton,
Colorado area. One winner in each
of the three age groups, 7-11, 12-14
and 15-17, was presented with a $75
gift card during an ice cream social at
the Lodge on August 9, 2020. Fifteen
entries were submitted from around
the area.
The contest submission was electronic
so all youth could participate while
feeling safe at home during Covid.
It provided the Lodge with positive
exposure in the community when
many events have been cancelled.
Ten volunteers helped with judging the
submissions, along with set-up, serving
ice cream and clean-up at the ice cream
social. Approximately 30 community
members attended the prize ceremony.
“Art gives youth an outlet to express
their emotions, fears and creativity
in an expressive way,” said Christine
Lukowicz, chairperson of the Youth
Committee at Lodge 1650. Committee
member Timmy Edens said, “If we
made one kid smile today, it was all
worth it.”

Left to right:
Raymon Romero,
Danielle Von
Feldt, Jennifer
Mikkelson and
Littleton Chief
of Police Doug
Stevens

LITTLETON ELKS LODGE 1650 DONATES FOOD, LETTERS
OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND FLOWERS TO THE LITTLETON
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Submitted by Angie Jackson
Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 has been busy during this pandemic by providing food
and monetary donations to various first responders and Nourish Meals on Wheels
in the Littleton area. But we couldn’t forget about our Littleton Police Department!
After teaming with MiCocina Restaurant in Littleton, we delivered $500 worth of
burritos, as well as thank you cards and beautiful floral arrangements to all shifts
on June 10, 2020. During these hard times they were very thankful for the love and
support from the community.
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GREAT NEWS! LAKEWOOD ELKS
1777 WINNER GOES ON TO WIN
NATIONAL ELKS AMERICANISM
ESSAY CONTEST

2nd Place and Olivia Silverio, won 3rd Place
in CNW District. Elena Sorkin won state, but
that is not all. She then won the National Elks
Contest.
Since I couldn't go to the schools to present the
awards, I went to her house and gave her the
award in front of their garage. Elena won a total
of $125 cash, a tablet from state and a plaque
from national.
Olivia won a total of $65 cash. The 3rd place
winners each received $10.
In Division II for the 7th & 8th graders our local
winners were: 1st Place, Josephine Havey, 8th
grader from St. Peter & Paul Catholic School.
She too won 1st place in the CNW District.
She was awarded a $25 cash prize for local and
$100 from the District. I delivered her certificate
to her house and took her photo in front of
the garage. The other two local winners were:
2nd Place, Long Nguyen and 3rd place Daya
Trujillo, both 8th graders from St. Peter & Paul.
Long received $15 and Daya received $10. All
the other awards were delivered to the schools
for them to handle deliver to the winners.
Our local judges were: Melody Casper, Steve
Patterson, John Mitchell and Venita Collier.
Thanks to them and congratulations to all the
winners.

LAKEWOOD ELKS 1777 USES
GRATITUDE GRANT
TO BENEFIT MANY DURING
COVID-19 TIME

Steaks & Spirits a local restaurant. This
benefited the day and night shift at the hospital
for one day and also assisted the restaurant
during this difficult time.
June 2nd, 2020 the Veterans Committee used
$400 to put together 50 Veterans Safety Packets
for the Lakewood courts and police to give out to
homeless veterans. The packets included masks,
lip balm, sun screen, sanitizer, toothbrush and
toothpaste, soap, water and many protein bars.
On May 31, 2020 we assisted the Grub Club,
organized by The Action Center, with $600 to
help feed the local homeless high school kids and
their families. A three day supply of food is given
to them twice a month.
All in all we feel that our Gratitude Grant was
put to very good use. We included a flyer in all
the packages, meals, safety packets and food
bags for the kids, stating it was a gift from the
Lakewood Elks.

Submitted by Venita Collier, chairman
Once again Lakewood Elks 1777 participated
in the National Americanism Essay Contest for
Division I, 5th and 6th grades; Division II, 7th
and 8th grades, starting with the local contest
offering the Americanism 300 Word Essay to
both public and parochial schools. We have
always had participation from some schools,
had winners in the Central Northwest District
and state winners as well. The topic for the year
2019-2020 was "What Does Freedom of Speech
Mean to Me?"
This year we could not go to the schools to
award our winners due to the Covid-19 school
closures. We award our winners when we are
notified who the winners are in the Central
Northwest District. Then we wait to hear what
the state results are. Then Covid-19 hit and we
couldn't go to the schools. Did we have winners?
You bet!
Local winners in Division I were: 1st Place,
Elena Sorkin, 6th grader from Dennison; 2nd
Place, Olivia Silverio, 5th grader from Devinny
and 3rd Place tied, Ashtyn Richardson and
Gillian Sack from Dennison. Elena Sorkin won
Above: Elena Sorkin
National Elks Americanism
Essay Contest Winner.
Below: Josephine Havey
1st place winner for local
contest and CNW district
Division II Winner.

Submitted by Venita Collier
This year we used our $2500 ENF Gratitude
Grant to benefit many during the Covid-19
Pandemic.
On June 3rd, 2020 we gave 150 caregiver
workers at the St. Anthony's
Hospital in Lakewood a $10 meal
each prepared by Manning's
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VALOR POINT RECEIVES
GREAT GIFTS THROUGH
THE HELP OF THE SURPLUS
GRANT

Above: Jessica Conyers,
Recreational Therapist at
Valor Point and veteran Joe
Tacoronte. In the background
are the Case Workers who
helped with the garden.
Below: Joe Tacoronte, John
Collier and Venita Collier

Submitted by Venita Collier
For the third year, the Elks National
Veterans Service Commission offered the
National VAVS Service Representatives
a $1000 Surplus Grant for their state
and Venita Collier, Colorado State
VAVS representative for Valor Point,
a domiciliary for homeless veterans
in Lakewood, applied again and was
awarded the grant money. Jessica Conyers,
Recreational Therapist at Valor Point,
requested a basketball hoop and, in
addition, there was a need for a garden and
supplies for the vets to grow herbs, plants,
vegetables, flowers etc. This is a great source of
therapy for the veterans.
The vets live at the domiciliary from two months
PAGE 16

to a year or more, all are in therapy whether
for PTSD, additions, physical complications or
whatever is needed until they have graduated
and can be in their community again and not
on the streets.
Thanks to Cliff Fejfar, John Mitchell, Jerry
Hilton, John Collier, Venita Collier and Ed, the
maintenance employee of Valor Point, we were
able to erect a 54"X33" Lifetime Shatter guard
Basketball Hoop. We had quite a time, but we
got it done.
The veterans and volunteers of Valor Point
planted the garden beds with herbs, bushes,
vegetables and flowers. Judson Clark donated
his time to install a drip system. The total cost
was a little over $1000. It's a great project and
therapeutic resource to help the vets during
their transitional time at Valor Point. Valor
Point was very grateful and I'm thankful I had
the support of the veterans committee members
who assisted with this project.
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COLORADO ELKS CENTRAL NORTHWEST DISTRICT
SOCCER SHOOT

Submitted by Randy Hyman
Lakewood Elks 1777 Youth Activities Chair
Sunday, July the 26th the Central
Northwest District hosted a successful
youth Soccer Shoot at the Denver
Kickers Soccer Club in Golden.
The weather was perfect and 43
participants competed. Our lodge
had 4 participants, two 1st place
shooters and one 2nd place shooter.
Top shooters were given awards and
will be advancing to the State Shoot
on October 3rd in Canon City. All
participants and their families were
treated to bagels donated by Einstein’s
Bagels, donuts from Winchell’s and
beverages in the morning. After the shoot
each participant was served a hamburger or
hot dog at the Golden Elks Lodge.
Our district presented the Denver Kickers
Club with a $200 check in appreciation for
the use of their awesome field. Thanks for
all the donations from our Lodge, District
Lodges, and many volunteers as it takes a
village to have a youth activity this size. It
was a great day!

Photos top to bottom:
The whole soccer shoot
group.
Left to right:
Inge Klassen,
Randy Hyman,
Kristi Wimbush and
Gina Frank.
Dakota Lewis,
1st place winner in
girls U8.
Left to right:
Randy Hyman,
chairman,
Madison Asher
winner of
girls U14,
Venita
Collier great
grandmother,
Susan Spinks
grandmother,
John Collier
great
grandfather.
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