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Allen Lenort
PRESIDENT

ROLLING WITH THE CHANGES

Just wanted to start by saying Thank You 
to all of  the 21,421+ Colorado Elks for 

allowing me to serve you as your State President. 
Myself  and the Leadership of  this Association 
of  Elks stand ready to assist you in making your 
Lodges and Communities better and stronger 
through Elkdom. We have a tremendous wealth 
of  knowledge and experience in this association, 
and I encourage you to reach out to any of  the 
Officers, State or District Chairs for assistance or 
to answer your questions.  
A few years ago, Kim & I came up with the 
motto “Roll with the Changes” not knowing 
just how relevant that would become in this ever 
changing world of  ours. It continues to amaze 
me when I see the bulletins and Facebook posts 
just how resourceful and innovative we can be. 
From ZOOM meetings, to Parking Lot events, to 
Food Drives, to… well everything. Our Elks tend 
to be able to look at an issue (ya know like a little 
ole pandemic) and figure out ways to continue 
the amazing work we do. I commend you all for 
continuing to think outside the box and continue 
making your Lodges and Communities better 
because there is an Elks Lodge nearby. 

We have many active programs going into the 
fall & winter season: November is Veterans 
Remembrance Month, ENF Most Valuable 
Scholarships are due on November 15th, and 
Hoop Shoots are starting to get going, Memorial 
Services for our departed Brothers & Sisters is 
the first Sunday of  December. 
The banquet at the fall quarterly in Grand 
Junction will have the announcements of  the 
CEA Elks & Officer of  the Year awards. The 
theme of  the evening will be for the Veterans 
and we have some special recognitions planned 
so please attend. First Lady Kim is also working 
with the Veterans Committee on a drive for the 
Colorado National Guard. Please see her article 
for more information. 
As Kim and I continue our journey in Elkdom 
we look forward to meeting more and more of  
the wonderful people who make up the Elks of  
Colorado. We continue to be impressed and 
inspired with all the wonderful programs that 
you are providing to make your communities 
better places to live.

COME TO THE POWER HOUR!!!
What exactly is the power hour you might 
ask???
Do you have questions that you didn’t get to ask 
during a break out session? Do you have a question 
for the CEA Trustees? Do you have a question for 

the CEA Board of  Directors? Bring them to the Power Hour!!!
We will be having a hospitality/learning session one hour prior to 
Saturday’s banquet. You can come and chat with CEA committee heads, 
officers and other members. There will be a cash bar and we will have 
snacks available also. This could be the best hour of  the whole weekend!!!
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GRAND LODGE NEWS

Is your Lodge only 
doing half  with 

income? Well, it 
might be good but 
could be better. Is 
half  where your 
expenses are? If  it is, 

that is good, but less is better. This is the month 
where half  is a target for your budget, but for 
everything else it is always good to give 100%.
I know it is hard to believe, but now is the time 
to take a serious look at your budget. I know 
the new Financial Reporting System (FRS) is 
informing your District Deputies and State 
Sponsors of  what is happening, but it is you as a 
Lodge Member who should be looking at your 
budget and realize that your budget percentage 
should be at 50%.
Is something in your budget out of  whack? 
Are you running way higher than 50%? Then 
your Board of  Trustees/Directors should take a 
serious look at the budget and figure out what to 
do to make sure that it gets back in line, or how 
you will make it through the rest of  the year. 
Now, if  you are one of  the Lodges that rely on 
your accountant to be doing this for you, then 
put someone in charge to have a conversation 
with your accountant and report back to the 

HALF IS GOOD... 
WITH PARTS OF 
THE BUDGET
Message from the 
Grand Exalted Ruler
Paul R. Ryan

Lodge or your accountant.
So where is it good to give 100%? Membership! 
This year’s GER Class should be based on the 
motto, Creating Momentum for the Future of  
Elkdom. Get out there and recruit Members. 
But, recruit with the following things in mind:
1) The future of  Elkdom relies on the age of  our 
Members.
2) The future of  Elkdom relies on future leaders.
3) The future of  Elkdom relies on volunteers.
4) The future of  Elkdom is dependent on us to 
create new and future Members. Give 100% to 
the best GER Class ever.
Another place to give 100%: ENF. This is ENF 
Month and with the raise in the amount of  my 
goal to $4.80, this is a great time to give 100%. 
How about giving 100% more than you did 
last year? This is the year to have an event for 
ENF in order to recruit Members to become a 
part of  the Fidelity Club. This is a club where 
a monthly donation is given to ENF. See how 
many Members are in your Lodge and then plan 
on doubling it—That is giving 100%.
This is the time for the Americanism Essay 
Contest. This year my goal is to get the Elks 
Magazine to publish the two winning essays. I’ve 
had many years of  pressure from a Member in 
my state and I hope to achieve it for him. The 
student that writes it deserves the recognition, 
and we deserve to be able to read the winners.
Don’t forget that Red Ribbon week is October 

23-31. And now 
is the time to 
prepare for all 
of  your veterans 
activities for 
the month of  
November. 
Lastly, our 
Hoop Shoot 
programs 
should now 
be ramping 
up and getting 
prepared. 

GER Paul R. Ryan, First Lady Stacey with Past State President Ron Carpenter and Past First Lady Lucinda at 
the State Convention. 
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1ST VICE 
PRESIDENT
Tom Root

MANY WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

To all, thank you so much for your support 
in electing me to the office of  1st Vice 

President of  the Colorado Elks Association, 
Inc. The past two years have flown by and I 
can hardly believe how busy I have been and 
how much fun my wife, Rose, and I have had. 
We are looking forward to continuing our 
visitations to the Lodges in Colorado. We have 
learned so many helpful things that each of  the 
Lodges is doing in their communities especially 
during these COVID19 pandemic times. I 
am extremely happy that the CEA Board of  
Directors has been able to help each Lodge in 
this great state with a donation to assist them 
and that the Grand Lodge was also able to assist 
the Lodges with their generous donation.
As you continue to help your communities please 
continue to recommend your family, friends, etc. 
to join the Benevolent and Protective Order of  
Elks. Be sure to carry membership applications 
and reinstatement applications with you so when 
someone expresses their desire to join or rejoin 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of  Elks 
you have the application for them to complete. 
It is extremely important that we work together 

to increase our 
membership. 
The Elks National 
Foundation is the 
Great Heart of  
Elkdom. To those 
who actively 
contribute to ENF, 
please continue to 
do so with whatever 
you can afford. You 
might consider 
joining the Fidelity 
Club in which your 
monetary donation 
is charged to your 
credit card or 
your checking/
savings account 
on a monthly 
basis. I hope that 
you, the active 
contributors, 
know the rewards 
that our students, 

children, veterans and communities receive 
through Elks National Foundation. Again, 
I ask that you, the contributors, will share 
this information with the non-contributors 
and request that they, too, become active 
contributors. The goal of  GER Paul Ryan, 
is $4.80 per member in giving for this year. 
The goal of  the Colorado Elks is $10.00 
per member in giving. Please remember 
that deadlines are fast approaching: MVS 
Scholarships close on 11/15/20; CIP Grants 
close on 12/31/2020; and the Legacy 
Scholarships close on 02/05/2021. If  you 
would like to contribute to the Pearl Harbor 
campaign please do so by 11/11/20.
The Ritual is a very important part of  Elkdom. 
I encourage all Lodge Officers to know their 
parts and to give them impressively as the first 
Lodge business new candidates experience 
is the Initiation Ritual. To all Lodges please 
consider entering the State Ritual contest 
during the Winter Quarterly at the end of  
January in Colorado Springs.
Don’t forget that November is Veterans Month. 
I hope that you already have plans to honor our 
Veterans during this month.  
To the Leading Knights who will become 
the new Exalted Rulers of  their Lodges next 
year, now is the time to begin selecting your 
appointed Officers for the New Year and asking 
members to join and/or chair your committees. 
One on one chats with members usually work 
better for recruiting than advertising in the 
newsletter or announcing on the Lodge floor 
that members are needed for Officers’ positions 
or Committee chairs.
Remember, the Colorado Elks Association is 
here to help members and Lodges. So please 
contact any of  the Officers if  you need help, 
have new ideas or have questions. The Board 
of  Directors of  the CEA, Inc. has elected to 
continue the Elks Daily CEA Calendar Raffle 
for the new calendar year. It was agreed that 
for each ticket sold the Lodge will receive a 
$2.00 rebate. So please consider purchasing 
the new Calendar Raffle Tickets when they 
become available and promote this worthwhile 
endeavor.
Finally, Rose and I wish all of  you a Happy 
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year.

CEA Ritual Clinic: Officer Training

Sunday, November 15, 2020

Longmont Elks Lodge 9am until 3pm

This clinic is going to be specifically for Officer 

Training. Are you new to your chair? Is the delivery 

of your part stale? Are you unsure of your part? 

How’s your movement, need help? Want to learn 

more about Ritual, pronunciation? Expression in 

your words? Well this is the place for you.

Get training or brush up before you compete in 

January. Or just come and work on your Ritual 

skills to impress those new members who are 

joining your Lodge.

I will have a sign up sheet at the Quarterly breakout 

meeting for you to sign up or please contact 

Longmont Lodge with your RSVP if you plan on 

attending. 

Hope to see you then!

Thank you for your commitment to Ritual.

Jan Chambers, PDDGER, CEA Ritual Chairman

303-918-0156
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GREETINGS ALL!

2ND  VICE 
PRESIDENT
Cynthia Wyszynski

Thank you for your support as I continue 
my duties as 2nd Vice President of  the 

Colorado Elks Association. I know it’s difficult 
to plan events right now – we’re all taking life 
day by day – but if  you have something special 
going on at your Lodge, please let the VPs and 
President Al know.
The State Convention was our first attempt 
at a combined live/Zoom meeting. It had its 
glitches, but served the purpose well. We will 
be continuing that format for the November 
quarterly. If  your Lodge is not sending an 
in-person representative to Grand Junction, 
please make sure someone from your Lodge 
is attending the Sunday business session via 
Zoom. Secretary John Hutson will send the link 
information as we get closer to the date.
The holidays are barreling down on us, and I 
hope you’ll still be able to find ways to serve 
your communities, even if  it’s in a modified 
form. First Lady Kim Lenort will be collecting 

gift cards from Walmart, King Soopers or 
Safeway at the November quarterly for Colorado 
National Guard families. If  your Lodge hasn’t 
sponsored a Laradon client or staff  member yet 
for their holiday party, please contact committee 
chair Alice Hilzer for more information.
Action For Happiness has great monthly 
calendars on their website featuring daily actions 
to help maintain well-being during stressful 
times. It shouldn’t be surprising to know that 
many of  those actions involve helping others – 
a do-able, daily reminder of  what we hope to 
accomplish as Elks.
As we approach the holidays of  a most unusual 
and stressful year, I would just ask that you not 
only remember and practice our charitable 
purposes by reaching out to those in need, but 
also asking for help should you be in need. 
Sometimes the greatest gift you can give is letting 
others help you. Stay safe, be well, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone soon!

BEING SOCIABLE, MAKE 
THE COMMUNITY AWARE 
AND MORE
From Tom Fraker PSP 
At the upcoming quarterly in Grand 
Junction, we are going to talk about 
some new ideas and tools that have 
been created by Rick Gathen and his 
team. If  you go to the Grand Lodge 
website and click on the “Members 
only” tab, move down to “Membership 
toolkit” a click of  the mouse will start 
to open the door. Let’s click on the 
“Marketing Guide”. Social Shareables 
is at the top! 
Elks Social Shareables are short video 
clips to share on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter. These shareables 
are focused on attracting younger 
members. It is proven that social media 
is changing our society. These short 
clips are another way of  making the 
community aware of  how great the 
Elks are and what we do! Covid-19 has 
seemed to shut our doors down and 
now is the time to open them back up. 
Another new idea that was actually 
in the works before our lives changed 

is the OSG billing system. Grand 
Lodge Membership and Marketing 
has introduced a new optional billing 
renewal program that lodges can use to 
make the membership renewal process 
more efficient and save a substantial 
amount of  money. Really IT SAVES 
MONEY! My own lodge signed up and 
our recent delinquent billing has cost us 
less than $30 for almost 80 members. 
That is printing and mailing expenses. 
We will discuss it more in depth at the 
quarterly.

Finally, the numbers……our 
delinquency rate is 15%. Colorado 
can do better than that. All lodges 
that have delinquents need to start 
working immediately! Fire back up that 
membership committee and make your 
monthly reports available to the District 
Deputy. These meetings work and they 
take the monkey, so to speak, off  the 
lodge secretary's back. We were so close 
last year to a gain. Colorado can do it! 
See you in November.
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3RD VICE 
PRESIDENT
Geff  McDanieli

ADVENTURE AWAITS
“If  you think adventure is dangerous, try routine; it is 
lethal.” ~Paulo Coelho

And so it begins… I started my journey 
through Elkdom as a boy sitting in the 

Lodge listening to the stories of  the Members. 
These yarns, tall tales and debates are just as 
entertaining and sometimes unbelievable today 
as they were back in the day. But what inspired 
me to become an Elk was the way a group of  
neighbors from all walks of  life came together to 
support young people, to make the community 
stronger and honor our heroes.  
A mind that is stretched by a new experience can never go 
back to its old dimensions. ~ Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
When I was a scout we did a pancake breakfast 
to raise money for summer camp. We were 
organized and planned every detail. We built a 
signal tower to attract attention, made displays 
and had plenty of  seating. Now imagine a dozen 
scouts cooking pancakes on propane stoves and 
sausage and bacon on campfires. We will just 
say dinner and a show, both heartbreaking and 
LOL funny at the same time. A couple of  dads 
were Elks so the next time we needed to fund-
raise, they stepped up. The Lodge commissioned 
a custom propane flat-top grill; let us use the 

dining and serving areas and invited the 
membership to breakfast. Because of  the Elks 
the scouts went to summer camp without 
having to pay out-of  pocket. By the way that 
grill is still used by the Lodge some 40 years 
later. 
I want to thank the Members of  yesteryear, 
and all the Members who have supported me 
and helped me get where I am today. Our 
legacy as Elks will be impressed on the hearts 
and minds of  those whose lives have been 
changed by the programs of  the Elks. The 
leadership of  the CEA and the Elks is not here 
to tell you how to do things in your Lodge, 
rather to inspire us to “want to”.
We are all too aware of  the challenges 
Colorado Lodges face; although they may not 
be the same for each Lodge, they are similar 
in nature. Open communication and a free 
exchange of  ideas may inspire a Member or 
Lodge to explore new methods of  conducting 
its programs or business.
Ellen and I look forward to visiting all the 
Lodges in Colorado, meeting new friends and 
seeing long time friends. We are excited to see 
the variety of  programs each Lodge does and 
the way you make them work.

RED HEELS AND TEDDY BEARS
From First Lady Kim Lenort

First and foremost, I would like to thank 
you all for the opportunity to serve as the 

Colorado Elks First Lady. What an honor – I am 
so excited and hope that I can fill the shoes of  all 
those Past First Ladies!!!

Speaking of  shoes and Past 
First Ladies, I would like to 
take a moment and explain 
my pin. I chose the red 
high heel in honor of  Past 
First Lady Carolyn Holton. 
Carolyn was the CEA First 
Lady at the very first State 
luncheon that I attended; she 
was so warm and welcoming, 
she put me at ease right 
away. Later we bonded over 
our shared “pacemaker 
moments”. The Teddy 

bear is someone very special – he was my first 

Christmas gift from Allen who was stationed 
overseas at the time. He travels everywhere with 
us, so it was only natural to put him on my pin. 
I will have my pins available at every Quarterly 
but if  you can’t make it, send me a note at 
klenortelks@hotmail.com and we will figure out 
a way to get you one!
I have some fun things lined up for this year – 
let’s hope we can get together and enjoy them. 
In Grand Junction, at the Sunday morning 
breakfast, we will be collecting gift cards for 
the Colorado National Guard. Unfortunately, 
due to Covid, they are unable to do their 
Santa Shop this year. Instead they are asking 
for gift cards for Walmart, King Soopers or 
Safeway. Please bring the gift cards to the 
breakfast on Sunday and I will get them to our 
Veterans Committee. As always, participation is 
voluntary. 
Again, thank you for this opportunity; I can’t 
tell you how excited we are for the coming year. 
And don’t forget to always “ROLL WITH 
THE CHANGES”!!!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
WITH ELKS NATIONAL 
FOUNDATION
Submitted by Peter Frank PER, ENF State 
Fundraising Chair
2020/2021 is off  and running and it 
is time to get back to work. With the 
number of  setbacks, we have had in 
the last few months, things have been 
slow to start for ENF Fundraising and 
that is fully understandable. However, 
it is a great time to talk about how 
ENF is working through your lodge 
to help your community. At the Fall 
Quarterly in Nov we will discuss 
how your donations are being used 

Another idea is to have a virtual 
Paint and Sip party. For a guest fee 
you can provide a canvas, paints, and 
instruction all through a Zoom or 
GoTo Meeting format. Add a glass of  
your favorite wine, your microphones 
unmuted, and you are all set. Part of  
the fee can go to your Lodge Charities 
and ENF. You can do a comedy show, 
talent show, sewing class, cooking class, 
virtual can drive for your local food 
bank. Think of  all the fun ways we can 
interact with each other. Bring those 
ideas to the quarterly and we will have 
fun working through the how.
Remember that Elks National 
Foundation has given each lodge 
the opportunity to give back to the 
community in the form of  Grants, 
Scholarships, Emergency Aid to 
Lodges and Members. The Grants 
are there for you to support your 
community. Use them as much as you 
can. Bring the stories of  how your 
lodge has reached out and helped. 
Let’s show the world that we are 
indeed the Best People On Earth. 
See you in Grand Junction!

ELKS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Submitted by Alice Hilzer, Chairman CEA 
Major Project Laradon
The Laradon school is back in session 
with 50 out of  70 students returning. 
Numbers are increasing each week. We 
are unable to have to the Halloween 
party this year. To celebrate a Fall 
activity, they will be taking 5 to 6 clients 
at a time to a Pumpkin Patch. I would 
like to thank all the individuals and the 
lodges who have donated to this event. 
We had a lot of  school supplies 
donations which is a continued need 
throughout the school year. 
The Adopt a Family is doing well. We 
still have names, if  you still need a one 
I will be at the Quarterly in Grand 
Junction.

and how we can point them in the 
right direction for the good of  all or 
for your specific ENF program. We 
are hoping to simulcast via Zoom so 
more members can participate in the 
breakout session. More info to come 
on that.
With Lodges being closed for so 
long and no way to do the normal 
fundraising events that each lodge 
has done in the past, we are exploring 
how virtual fundraising works and 
how it can help each lodge. Virtual 
Fundraising is a new way of  thinking 
and reaching out to your communities. 
We will look at how we can tie small 
in-house events to larger public events. 
VF expands our ability to attract 
the attention of  those people in our 
community who need some interaction 
but are still concerned with being out 
in public. It allows for a variety options 
and ideas that are simple and easy to 
manage. Think of  the how Jerry Lewis 
supported the Muscular Dystrophy 
Foundation for years right in our living 
rooms. After the first year his audience 
grew by leaps and bounds. 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
LARADON SCHOOL: The school 
was started in 1948 giving education 
to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Laradon 
is a top resource for school districts 
and families looking for individual 
interventions for the school age children. 
Some school districts send clients to 
Laradon for individualized programs. 
After about two years that person is 
placed back in their community school. 

LARADON NEWS

The ratio at the school is about 1-3 
teacher to student with some being one 
on one. The plans are developed by 
behavioral specialists. This program has 
speech, occupational therapy, physical 
therapy and special programs for the 
individuals. The Colorado Elks plays a 
major role by giving school supplies and 
special programs which are not covered 
by state funding.
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EVERY DAY IS 
VETERANS DAY FOR THE 
ASPEN ELKS 224
From Fred Venrick 
Welcome fellow Elks to this edition of  
the Aspen Elks VSC report. Despite 
the fact that COVID 19 has shut 
down many of  our projects, we’ve still 
managed to find a way to support our 
Veterans.
Our newest program is to focus on 
Women Veterans, a long under served 
group. We’ve recently donated $2,500 
to the VA Women Veteran’s program, 
out of  Grand Junction, to help eight 
expectant mothers who are Veterans. 
The donation will cover everything 
from car seats to diapers. This program, 
headed by Karen Carner and Peggy 
Briscoe, will also be helping Women 

Veterans who are homeless. They will 
be putting together care packages that 
will include everything from silverware 
to toilet paper, for their new homes. Also 
George Markatos has offered to supply 
bedding from his various Lodge sources 
in Aspen.
We, along with the Glenwood Springs 
and Rifle Lodges, are also reaching out 
to Elk Lodges on the Western Slope 
to support Veteran families during the 
upcoming holiday season, especially 

Grand Lodge News
VOLUNTEERS STEP UP 
WHEN STAND DOWNS 
ARE NIXED
By Hannah Graber
ENVSC Programs Coordinator
Elks are always ready to serve veterans 
in their communities. For Elks volunteers 
who are used to being involved in veteran 
activities regularly, it has been difficult 
to stay home while facilities are closed to 
visitors and events have been canceled.
Stand Downs, often one of  the year’s 
main events where veterans gather to 
access resources, have been cancelled 
or postponed all over the country. But 
just because large gatherings can’t be 
held doesn’t mean Elks can’t help. As 
an alternative way to distribute much-
needed items that veterans would access 
at a Stand Down, some Lodges are 
putting together kits of  survival items, 
clothing, or packages of  food to distribute 
to veterans in their community.
Your Lodge can start a similar project by 
contacting the VA or other organizations 
that were involved in organizing a 

bird feeders and seed for veterans to 
enjoy nature from indoors.
Letter writing isn’t always popular 
these days when we have faster ways to 
communicate. Now could be a great time 
to slow down and give more traditional 
forms of  communication a try again. 
Many veterans in hospitals or nursing 
homes appreciate receiving mail when 
they can’t receive visitors.
If  you’d rather stick with newer 
technology, you may consider providing 
iPads, laptops, or phones for veterans 
who can only see their friends and family 
through video communication. Enabling 
electronic communication can also give 
veterans a way to stay in touch with their 
healthcare provider when an in-person 
visit is not necessary. Video calls can also 
be a great way for Elks volunteers to stay 
in touch with the veterans they’re used to 
visiting.
With a little bit of  planning you may 
come up with even better ways to serve 
your community’s veterans. Who knows, 
maybe you’ll discover something that 
your Lodge will continue even after 
things get back to normal. 

cancelled Stand Down to come up 
with ways to reach the veterans who 
need these supplies. You may be able 
to distribute through a central pickup 
location like a food bank or a clinic 
where veterans will visit for medical 
appointments. Or, find places near 
veteran residences where Elks could drop 
off  items for distribution.
Some activities may still be possible if  
they can be done outdoors. Voluntary 
Service Reps for ENVSC have reported 
holding brief  meetings with their facility’s 
Volunteer Coordinators in the parking 
lot. Some volunteers have created 
vegetable and flower gardens or improved 
recreation equipment for veterans at 
residential facilities. Others have provided 

those serving overseas. In addition we 
are working with the Western Slope 
Veterans Coalition the “one stop shop” 
for Veterans located in Glenwood 
Springs, where Veterans can stop in and 
meet other Veterans and also to find 
help, for the many programs available to 
them.
As November approaches we’d like to 
remind everyone of  two very important 
dates. On November 10th, the United 
States Marine Corps will celebrate 
its 245th birthday, and on November 
11th, we honor all our Veterans, on 
Veterans Day. Please remember we are 
the “Home of  the Free”, because of  
the sacrifices of  these brave men and 
women. So don’t hesitate to lob in a call 
to thank them and their families for the 
sacrifices they’ve made.
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GREELEY LODGE PRESENTS 
CERTIFICATES
From Cathy Balltrip
Greeley Lodge 809 presented Certificates Of  Honor 
to 100 businesses and organizations for the proper 
display of  our United States flag during the day and 
night with proper illumination. The presentations 
were made in Greeley and the nearby communities of  
Kersey and LaSalle. The were made by then Exalted 
Ruler Rich Stolte and Americanism chair PER 
Doug Austin and assisted by photographer Sandy 
Stolte throughout the year. COVID-19 interrupted 
the presentations for a while, however they recently 
completed the project. The 100th certificate was 
presented to the Homewood Suites in Greeley. We feel this Americanism 
Program increased good effective public relations and patriotism in the 
community by promoting outside-the-Lodge relationships.

GREELEY 
LODGE ENF 
GRANT TO 
WELD FOOD 
BANK 
From Cathy Balltrip
Greeley Lodge Grant 
Coordinator, Jerrod 
Bays, applied for and 

received a Gratitude Grant to go to Weld Food 
Bank to be used in response to COVID-19. This 
donation and other donations received by the 
Food Bank are essential in supplying the food 
needed by children and families to provide for 

LIFETIME MEMBER ELECTION
Submitted by Jill Scheu
Ouray Lodge 492 elected Thomas Tyler, PER 
to an Honorary Lifetime Membership in our 
Lodge. Tom is only the fourth member to be 
elected to Honorary Lifetime Membership. 
Tom has worked to preserve our building. He 
and several other members were instrumental 
in the completion of  our first floor bathroom 
remodel. He also worked on the kitchen 
remodel. Another passion of  Tom’s is our 
historic bowling alley. He has worked tirelessly to 
keep the lanes within PBA standards.
Front row left to right: Bette Maurer, ER, Thomas Tyler, PER 
Back row left to right: Bill Trainer, Don Wild, Jim Pettengill, 
PER, Michael Trahan, Jan Petersen, Phil Martinez, PER, Danny 
Wesseling, PER, Jill Scheu, Julie Wesseling, PER and Manette 
Steele, PDDGER. Photo: Steven Scheu

Pictured left to right: Americanism Chair Doug Austin, 
representatives of the Greeley Homewood Suites and 
Exalted Ruler Rich Stolte.

their nutritional needs. In March Weld Food 
bank saw a 53% increase in individuals and 
63% increase in children seeking help due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. That number 
continues to grow as more people in the 
community who live paycheck to paycheck were 
unable to work or were let go from their jobs.
Weld Food Bank’s Chief  Executive Officer, 
Bob O’Connor, stated that the $2,500 
donation would provide 10,000 meals to needy 
individuals in the community and that it is very 
much appreciated.
When communities work together there is 
nothing we can’t overcome!

Above: ER, PSP, Rich 
Stolte, presenting the 
$2,500 Gratitude Grant 
check to Weld Food Bank’s 
Chief Executive officer, 
Bob O’Conner
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VICTOR ELKS LODGE CONTINUES 
TO COPE
From Donna Brazill
Victor Elks Lodge 367 realigned their summer 
special event barbecues which support local events 

GOLDEN LODGE BEACON 
GRANT
Submitted by Wayne Rogers
September 25th Exalted Ruler Gina 
presented $3,000 to Serving Kids, a non-
profit that clothes kids with whatever 
they need...from socks, underwear and 
shoes to pants and skirts, shirts and 
blouses. Plus coats, gloves and hats from 
our ENF Beacon grant and some coats 
and gloves left from our spotlight warm 
welcome grant.
The Serving Kids organization serves all 
of  Jefferson County and is made up of  
volunteers such as school administrators, 
teachers and principals who have retired 
but still want to help kids. They have 
three buildings called sorting rooms. 
When they have requests, they just go 
through them, fill it and deliver to the 
school.

in the City of  Victor with a meal source, in a Covid 
responsible way. Barbecues and breakfast offerings 
on the porch resumed in the mid-summer months 
with takeout orders being the order of  the day, 
distancing for waiting guests, and recruitment 

for membership. The result has been 
twofold. Not only has the Lodge kept their 
supporting presence in the community, 
they have been able to earn some much 
needed funds. Most importantly, they have 
increased their membership by seven this 
summer with a list of  prospective members 
waiting to be initiated!
Our Drug Awareness Chairperson met 
with the new school administration and 
set up plans to present information for that 
program to children in the schools. As a 
part of  this, the Lodge will participate in 
Trunk or Treat activities in Cripple Creek 
on Halloween by handing out candy and 
drug awareness information. The Lodge is 
already beginning their annual Christmas 
Box project and anticipate a much greater 
need than in many previous years.!
We are pleased to announce that the 
Wildwood Casino in Cripple Creek is 
partnering with us as our toy drive site for 
this year's Christmas Basket Project.

The Golden Elks plan to go back and 
help sort out donations. Karen Cravens 
came to our Lodge to speak about a 
year ago and we were so impressed we 
decided for the next grants we would 
like to partner with them.
Top left: Left to right Wayne Rogers PDDGER, Karen 
Cravens President of Serving Kids, ER Gina Frank of 
Golden Elks Lodge 2740.

FREEDOM GRANT 
Exalted Ruler Gina Frank also presented 
gift cards to a CONG group supporting 
Gold Star families to help buy school 
supplies. This was part of  our ENF 
Freedom Grant. 
Many of  the recipients sent in pictures 
of  the kids with the school supplies that 
they purchased. 
Photo at bottom left is of Gina and the Gold 
Star family’s representative plus one of Gina's 
grandkids. 
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DIVISION I, NATIONAL AMERICANISM ESSAY 
CONTEST WINNER RECEIVES AWARD
Submitted by Venita Collier 
Elena Sorkin, 6th grade student at Dennison Elementary, Division I and 
National Americanism Essay Winner for 2019-2020 finally received her bronze 

plated plaque on August 22, 2020. 
On July 20, 2020 at our Lodge Initiation 
meeting we had a recess before the meeting 
where Elena Sorkin, and her family, Pam 
Yoder, principal of  Dennison and Monroe 
Vaughn, 6th grade teacher were honored 
and Venita Collier presented her with the 
tablet and state certificate she received as 
Colorado state 1st place winner. All the new 
candidates were also invited for the recess so 
that they could see what we the Elks support. 
Elena read her essay to all at the Lodge. 
Due to Covid-19 we had not received her 
National Plaque. So when it finally arrived, 
Venita Collier, chairman took it to her house 

and presented it to her. 
This is quite an honor for 
our Lodge and, yes, for 
Colorado to have a national 
winner. Congratulations 
Elena and continue to strive 
with your education.

CREEDE LODGE CONTINUES TO STEP UP
Submitted by Henry Hosselkus
I applied for one of  the Elks National Foundation Grants 
to help people in our Creede community during this 
Covid 19 pandemic. The Beacon Grant was approved for 
$3,500 which was donated to our local Food Bank.
A list of  the other Creede Elks Lodge 506 activities 
include:  
Scholarships  $3,000.00
 3 students $1,000 each
Youth Essay Contest  $340.00
 18 students participated
Veterans Park Maintenance  $187.00   

Flags placed on Elks and Veteran’s graves  
 Memorial Day $125.00
City Clean Up  Members Participated
 Volunteer Firemen  110 Hours
 Volunteer Firemen  225 Hours
 Highway Cleanup (Spring) 16 Hours
 Highway Cleanup (Fall)  15 Hours
Creede School Student Field Trip
 Donated  $200.00 
Cook-Out Fundraiser 9/19/20 at Car Show 
 10 members participated 60 Hours
We have also initiated 10 members 
and have 3 waiting to be initiated

Top left: Venita and Elena with 
national award. Top right: Elena 
read her essay at the lodge. 
Below: Venita Collier, Elena 
Sorkin and ER Tom Mesch. 
Bottom left: Elena with her 
family, teacher and principal.
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LODGE NEWS | LITTLETON

LITTLETON 
ELKS LODGE 
1650 RECEIVES 
FREEDOM 
GRANT FROM 
ENF FOR 2020
From Angie Jackson
Littleton Elks Lodge 
1650 received the 
$2,500 Freedom Grant 
from the ENF this year. 
$1,250 of  the grant was 
used to help purchase 
a wheelchair for a local 
veteran with additional 
funds from the Veterans 
Committee. The Lodge 
also donated $1,250 
to the Soldiers Angels 
organization.
“Thanks to Lodge 
ENF Co-Chair Cindy 
Hathaway, who worked 

closely with the ENF, we were able to redirect 
the grant money,” said Michelle Kastner, co-
chair for the Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 Veterans 
Committee. “The initial plan was to host a family 
picnic for the Colorado National Guard and LITTLETON ELKS LODGE 1650 

EARNS $2,100 FROM LOCAL 
CITIZENS AT PAINT RECYCLING 
EVENT
Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 held a second paint 
recycling event for the Youth Committee of  
the Lodge. Thirty-eight volunteers made up 
of  Elks members and Boy and Cub Scout 
troops gathered 20 palettes of  paint from 
approximately 100 vehicles that will now be 
safely disposed of  by GreenSheen Paint, a leader 
in the latex paint recycling industry. In addition, 
local citizens donated $2,100.
“We are going to allocate the money from this 
event to the Boy and Girl Scout organizations 
and Sources of  Strength, which is one of  the 
first suicide prevention programs that includes 
students to enhance protective factors associated 
with reducing suicide at the school population 
level,” said Chris Lukowicz, chairperson of  the 
Littleton Elks Youth Committee.

local veterans. Unfortunately, due to COVID 
restrictions, we were unable to the host the event. 
We are so happy to be able to help out a local 
veteran get around easier and help Soldiers 
Angels along with the Englewood Elks Lodge 
2122.”
The veteran is Rick Stiger of  Littleton, Colorado. 
Rick was in the United States Navy assigned to 
the submarine USS Francis Scott Key. He had six 
tours of  duty between 1972 and 1978. 
“I specifically want to thank Randy and Pat 
Taylor for coordinating the help to gift me with 
the electric wheelchair,” Rick said. “I'd also like 
to thank the Littleton Elks Lodge and Veterans 
Committee members that reviewed and approved 
the electric wheelchair provided.”
Soldiers Angels has programs to support military 
families, deployed service members, wounded 
heroes and veterans of  all eras. 
“I just want to take a moment and say thank 
you so much for your dedication to serving our 
Veterans,” said Eleo Casil, Area Manager of  the 
Denver Soldiers Angels. 
We are heartbroken to report that Rick Stiger passed 
away on October 22, 2020. His life and service to 
our country will never be forgotten.

Left: Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 member Ernest Fountaine 
places another can of paint to recycle in the box to send to 
GreenSheen Paint. Far left: Jill and Jema Raynor make a 
poster to hang near the event, held in the lodge’s parking lot.

Above: Littleton Elks 1650 
Lodge members pictured 
with wheelchair recipient, 
Rick Stiger, are, from left to 
right, Randy Taylor; Terry 
Newkirk; Craig Jorgensen; 
Pat Taylor; Rick’s wife, Vickie 
Stiger; Michelle Kastner; 
Steve Jackson and Angie 
Jackson.
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LAKEWOOD ELKS 1777 
used their $3,500 Beacon Grant 
this year to help out all the 220 
students, K-8, at Our Lady of  
Fatima School in Lakewood, 
Colorado with school supplies 
and desk shields.
We coordinated all of  this with 
the principal, secretary, teachers 
and financial director as to what 
was most needed for their school 

year. In-house school started on August 24, 2020 
and is going well.
This year, with Covid-19, preschool is different. 
We purchased each of  the 22 preschool students 
their own back packs and supplies then packed 
them with the supervision of  the teachers. We 

NEWS FROM GOLDEN LODGE
From Wayne Rogers
October 12, 2020 we brought dictionaries to five schools in the Golden 
area along with some school supplies and bags of  Drug Awareness 
materials, rulers, pencils, fidget spinners. We also bought some headset 
speakers and gave each school a few. Our dictionary program was 
completed with a delivery to Coal Creek School.
We also went to Golden High School and presented Principal Brian 
Conroy with two checks. One for "Sources of  Strength"...a group of  
students who receive training in techniques in identifying and intervening 
with other students who may be having issues with depression and/or 

purchased many of  the student's school supplies 
and just about half  of  the total cost of  the 
desk shields for the students. All of  this was a 
tremendous help to the parents and school. 
Our Lodge helps a different school in our area 
each year and this year we chose a private 
school. 
All Lodges are encouraged to use the ENF 
Grants as our Lodge does every year. We support 
ENF with our donations and it would be a 
shame if  we did not use the returns on it. 
I wish to thank Cheri Warner who helped me 
with shopping and purchasing the items, John 
Collier and Skylar Schutter, an Elk scholarship 
recipient, who helped me, along with the 
teachers, do all the students back packs. 
This grant has helped to bless many.

LODGE NEWS | LAKEWOOD | GOLDEN

BLESSING OF A GRANT
Submitted by Venita Collier, Chair

thoughts of  suicide. This $500 check was from 
an ENF Gratitude Grant.
The second check for $500 was from our ENF 
Beacon Grant and given to "Need for Clean" 
a student led program that helps students who 
are housing insecure. It assists with money 
to wash clothes, places to get a shower, new 
underwear and socks, snacks and drinks during 
school, bus passes, etc. This is the second year 
we have supported both of  these programs.
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LODGE NEWS | FORT COLLINS | DENVER

ZOOM ZOOM
From Stephanie Martens
Denver Lodge 17 held our first 
virtual initiation via Zoom. It 
was a huge success. After making 
Zoom backgrounds of  our stations, 
recording our 11:00 o'clock chimes 
and practicing, we initiated seven 
new members and even had Jeanette 
Rodgers, DD in on the call.
In August we held a successful socially 
distanced blood drive and have another 
one coming up on October 30th.

FORT COLLINS COLORADO 
LODGE 804 CONTINUES 
CHARITY WORK
From Kay Rios
Even with COVID restrictions in place, Fort 
Collins Lodge 804 has continued to do its 
charitable work in the community with two 
prime examples that occurred in October.
First, Lodge 804 used an Elks National 
Foundation (ENF) Beacon Grant of  $3,500 to 
assist the Food Bank of  Larimer County in its 
work. The Food Bank is a private non-profit 
organization and the only Feeding America 
clearinghouse for donated food in Larimer 
county. Each year, the Food Bank provides food 
to an estimated 37,500 people in need through 
community partnerships and hunger-relief  
programs. Operating since 1984, the Food 
Bank distributes nearly 9 million pounds of  
food per year.
Second, Lodge 804 used an ENF Spotlight 
Grant for $2,000 for a donation to Crossroads 
Safehouse. Crossroads offers free safehousing, 
advocacy, legal assistance, transitional housing, 
and education. The safehouse annually 
provides food, clothing, and support for over 
500 residents. Each year, it provides more than 
15,000 units of  service to thousands of  clients 
and program attendees.
Lodge 804 is proud to be a sponsor of  two such 
worthy programs.

Pictured above are: Jason Tomsic - Exalted Ruler, Kathy Jordan - Community Relations and Outreach Manager Crossroads 
Safehouse, Joyce Bonanno - PDDGER/ENF Lodge Coordinator and Tony Bonanno - Leading Knight Below are: Jason 
Tomsic - Exalted Ruler, Heather Buoniconti - Manager Food Bank for Larimer County, Joyce Bonanno - PDDGER/ENF Lodge 
Coordinator, Tony Bonanno - Leading Knight.
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October 3rd Golden Elks held a VETERANS 
COMMITTEE FUNDRAISER CHILI 
CONTEST hosted by members Dan & Melissa 
Moss. We had 9 chili entries and gave out prizes 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.
We also had an official visit from newly elected 
CEA President Al Lenort with first lady Kim 
and CEA 3rd VP Geff  McDaniel and his wife 
Ellen who had a chili entry.

THE GOLDEN ELKS SPONSORED A 
COMMUNITY SIT IN MOVIE NIGHT 
August 18th showing the Minions. We even had 
Kevin the Minion join us! Everyone attending 
received a ticket for a door prize! The movie 
was free and snacks were available to purchase. 
Thank you to our wonderful community for 
coming out and having a great time with us!

September 13th we held a GREAT WARM 
WELCOME EVENT in the parking lot of  of  
the lodge. We provided winter jackets and gloves 
to students in need from Welchester and Shelton 
Elementary Schools. We passed out Drug 
Awareness materials, and school supplies.
The Fairmount Fire Department came by with 
their fire truck and handed out fire alarms and 
CO2 detectors along with resources from the 
Golden Police Department including giveaways 
like lanyards, keyrings, and pencils.
This project was funded through our Elks 
National Foundation Spotlight Grant and 
a grant we received from the Golden Civic 
Foundation.

FRIDAY NIGHT 
PER DINNER

At the Grand 
Junction Lodge

$12.00 per person
Serving meat and 
potatoes, veggie, 
salad, bread and 

coffee. Dessert will 
be on sale by the 
Ladies Auxillary 
before or after 

dinner.

The theme for the banquet at the 
Fall Quarterly in Grand Junction 

will be: 
Wear the uniform or colors of your 

favorite branch of the service.
Veterans will receive a special gift 
and all in attendance will receive 

an Elks flag pin.

LODGE NEWS | GOLDEN
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RITUAL 2 HOUR BREAKOUT 
SESSION
From Jan Chambers PDDGER
Ritual Chair
The first hour will be dedicated to 
discussing rules for CEA State Ritual 
Contest to be held at the Winter 
Quarterly, in January 2021 in Colorado 
Springs. Some of  the topics to be 
covered are: Teams to compete with 
or without masks, will spectators be 
allowed, Contest Rules for Ritual and 
Flag and 11 O’Clock toast, Contest 
Room dimensions, just to name a few.
There will also be time for our Ritual At 
Large Committee and our Area 6 Ritual 
Grand Lodge Chair, Steve Rysdam to 
discuss Grand Lodge rules, changes, 
Judge certifications and we will have 
time for questions and answers.
The second hour we will have training 
for the Computer Room. This will 
be an in depth training for computer 
setup, input of  information for Judges, 
Teams, Scores. Cross Checking and 
then checking again. Creating data base 
for Certificates. We need committed 
Computer Judges who will stick to the 
program until the job is completed. 
There will be a check-list for each 
step in this process. I am really excited 
for this new phase of  judging to be 
implemented.
These are different times and rules 
change almost weekly, It’s going to 
take all of  us working together to bring 
Ritual back strong to Colorado. I know 
we can do it!! Are you in??
I look forward to seeing and working 
with everyone at this Quarterly.
Thank you for your dedication and all 
you do for Ritual.

DRUG AWARENESS SESSION
From Chery Gordon, Chair
The Western Colorado Drug Task Force 
is a partnership that was established 
in the early 1980’s between the U.S. 
Department of  Justice Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), the Grand 
Junction Police Department and the 
Mesa County Sheriff ’s Office. The Task 
Force is designed to fight the battles of  
drugs on the front lines and other crimes 
that go with the dealing and using drugs. 
Strong Community involvement has 
proven to be an important part of  
curbing the flow of  illegal drugs in other 

states. We, as Colorado Elks, need to 
really work our program and become 
seriously involved. 
Our Drug Awareness/Youth Activities 
breakout session at Fall Quarterly 
in Grand Junction will be a 2-hour 
session, beginning at 8:30 AM. It will be 
remarkably interesting and informative.

SPECIAL PROJECT 
YOUTH CAMP
From Robert Keyser, DDGER 
Chair
Come join the Youth 
Camp Committee and be 
part of  the 2021 Youth 
Camp kickoff. The session 
will provide information 
about the near term camp 
in 2021 and the long term goals and 

Officer Chad Simpson from the Drug 
Task Force and Investigator Nicole Briggs 
will present the program this year. Officer 
Simpson has contacted Detective Colter 
Church, who did the presentation last 
year. Officer Simpson is working on a 
similar program with new information. 
Although I do not know what his 
program will hold, I do know that they 
are planning an interesting program 
and that they look forward to meeting 
everyone. They have a lot of  information 
to share and their department appreciates 
what we, as Elks, do to help try to keep 
our youth off  drugs.

timelines. The committee 
has a new team member 
who will speak either in 
person or by ZOOM, 
who has been a camper, 
a camp counselor, a 
program director and 
a past member of  the 
board for the MN Youth 
Camp and currently a 

member of  Evergreen Lodge 2363.

LODGE SECRETARIES 
BREAK-OUT SESSION
From Bill Hartless Co-Chair
We will be answering questions about 
the Financial Reporting System (FRS). 
As always, we will be dealing with the 
issues secretaries are having with CLMS 
and other secretarial concerns.

HOOP SHOOT BREAK-OUT 
SESSION
We will discuss how Lodge and District 
Shoots can manage during COVID 
times.

ADDRESS CHANGE
The location of the Colorado Elks Association has changed fo the following:

John W. Hutson, Secretary
Colorado Elks Association, Secretary

825 Lowrey Lane, Berthoud, CO 80513 
The State Secretary's new email address is coelkssecretary@gmail.com  

and the new phone number is 970-566-7721.
PLEASE UPDATE YOUR FILES USING THIS NEW ADDRESS, PHONE AND EMAIL.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
BREAK-OUT SESSION
From Wayne Rogers, Chair
There will be a review of  what's been 
happening with Covid 19. And discuss 
ballot issues that could impact how Elks 
Lodges in Colorado operate and how to 
use the charity report for your Lodge. 



REGISTRATION HOURS: Friday 1-9 pm, Saturday 8 am-3 pm, Sunday 7:30-8:30 am

GENERAL 
SESSION
Grand Ballroom 
Sunday 8:30 am

LADIES 
BRUNCH
Kokopelli  Room
Sunday 9:00 am
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KOKOPELLI

POWER HOUR!
Saturday 
5:00-6:30 pm
Grand Parlor
Do you have a 
question for the CEA?

Drug Awareness
Youth Activities

2 HOURS

Chery Gordon 

1st VP Root

Membership 
Lapsation 

Orientation
Tom Fraker, PSP

2nd VP Wyszynski

Veterans Service
Troy Erickson

1st VP Root

Accident 
Prevention Risk 

Management
Lodge Trustees/

Board of Directors
Nelson/Parsons

Wyszynski/McDaniel

CEA 
Youth Camp

Bob Keyser
2nd VP Wyszynski

Laradon 
Hall

Alice Hilzer
2nd VP Wyszynski

Soccer Shoot
Hoop Shoot
Jerry Minson
Mark Gorman

3rd VP McDaniel
1st VP Root

Lodge 
Secretaries

and
FRS Training

2 HOURS

Bill Hartless
John Hutson

2nd VP Wyszynski

Lodge 
Activities

Julie Wesseling
3rd VP McDaniel

Meetings 
Commission 

Constitution & 
Laws

Jim Keyser
Jim Wolf

President Lenort

Americanism
Lodge Bulletins

David Norvell 
Mary Ragsdale

3rd VP McDaniel

Government 
Relations Public 

Relations
Wayne Rogers
Becky Schmitz

President Lenort
2nd VP Wyszynski

Elks National 
Foundation
Peter Frank
1st VP Root

Ritual
Ritual at Large

2 HOURS

Jan Chambers

1st VP Root

Elk/Officer
Training

Steve Rysdam
1st VP Root

PAST
STATE

PRESIDENTS

C.O.R.E.
Ron Carpenter

President Lenort

CEA TRUSTEES 
AND 

MEETINGS 
COMMISSION

DDGERS
AND

DISTRICT 
LEADERS

Business Practices
Mack Novosad

3rd VP McDaniel

VETERANS
Q&A

COFFEE AND 
DONUTS
Grand Ballroom 
Hallway 
Saturday & Sunday
7:00 am-8:15 am

HOSPITALITY 
SUITE
Telluride Room
Friday & 
Saturday
4:00-11:00 pm 
Cash Bar and Snacks

SATURDAY 
BANQUET

Grand Ballroom
Cash Bar 6:30 pm
Banquet 7:00 pm

WORSHIP 
SERVICE
Non-denominational
Grand Ballroom
Sunday 7:45 am

MEETING 
ROOM 

LOCATIONS 
SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE DUE 
TO COVID 

RESTRICTIONS


