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n writing these for the CEA Newsletter the
last few years, I will go back through previous
articles to make sure I’m not repeating the
same message and putting you all to sleep. Last
winter I reflected on wonderful experiences
Kim & I had as we were visiting Lodges
around Christmas, ENF and the visit of Jim
O’Kelley and Debbie Kahler Doles to the
Winter Quarterly, Hoop Shoot, Catch-A-Calf
& National Western, ENF-MVS & the Winter
Sports Clinic. WOW, what a difference a year
makes!
This past year our Lodges have experienced
unexpected challenges, but that has not
stopped us from doing what we do as Elks in
our communities and for our programs. As
with everything 2020, we just needed to Roll
with the Changes and think outside the box
a little bit to do it. I see the Facebook posts
and electronic bulletins showing the donations
to Youth, Veterans, Food Pantries, Homeless
programs, as well all those Christmas Baskets
– all while wearing those lovely masks. And, it
makes me very proud to be an Elk. ENF also
lightened up the guidelines to make this all
easier, and to date $232,000 in Grant monies
went to the Colorado Lodges so that we could
get it out to our communities and show them

that Elks Care – Elks Share.
This past year has also made it tougher to
conduct the business of the Lodge (and the
State Association) as well. We now have some
Zoom Meetings and “Masked Initiations”
but we are getting it done. Who would have
thought just 1 year ago that this would even be
considered as an acceptable way for us to do
our business?
Now is the time to start planning for the next
fraternal year of our Lodges – and hopefully
coming out of this pandemic. February brings
nominations and elections of officers. If your
Lodge is required to do things a little differently
due to pandemic restrictions, please contact
your DDGER for guidance and advice. The
budgets for next year are going to be quite a
bit of a challenge as well. Hopefully by the
time we get to April we will all have a better
outlook on the pandemic and vaccines, and a
better idea on how this is going to affect our
Lodges. Be flexible and make sure your Lodge
Board of Directors & Auditing and Accounting
Committee are keeping on top of the budget.
I continue to be amazed and proud of all
of the work our Lodges continue to do in
their communities – especially during this
challenging time in our history.

JOIN THE FIRESIDE CHAT ON ZOOM
FRIDAY JANUARY 29 AT 7:00 PM

CEA President Allen Lenort will be hosting a "Fireside Chat"
via Zoom on Friday, January 29 at 7:00 pm.
This is a meeting to kick off our Virtual CEA Winter Quarterly
to discuss anything you would like about the Colorado Elks.
To join the Zoom Meeting
Contact CEA President Allen Lennort or
CEA Secretary John Hutson for more information
and help in joining the Zoom meeting.

See page 3 of this
newsletter for the
schedule of virtual
meetings to be held
via zoom on Saturday
January 30.

Deadline for submitting articles for the April 2021 Colorado Elks News is March 26. Email to miriam.hansen1@gmail.com
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GRAND LODGE NEWS
RESOLUTIONS,
GOALS: MAKE
THEM NOW
FOR YOUR
LODGE

Message from the
Grand Exalted Ruler
Paul R. Ryan
rohes Neues Jahr,
Godt Nyttår, Feliz
Año Nuevo, and
Happy New Year!!!!
No matter how you
say it, 2021 can ONLY be a better year!
Do you still have resolutions? Or maybe they are
goals. I had a few goals as your Grand Exalted
Ruler for my year as your representative of
this organization. My biggest thing is to make
sure that the Order builds on what we already
have. Create more ways to give back, add
to the programs to help others, build on our
benevolence. But, we can all say that—are you
doing it? Knowing what I know about all of the
Members that we have had the opportunity to
meet, there is no doubt in my mind that we are
doing a lot, but can we do more!
Because of our wonderful new program, the
Financial Reporting System (FRS), normally at
this time I would be suggesting that it is time to
get your Auditing and Accounting Committee
on regular meetings to look at the budgets and
prepare the financial documents to ship to CPAs.
But because of the FRS, we only need to prepare,
compare, and send for your 990s to be completed.
Although our “Lodge year” is different, the IRS
needs your information for a calendar year. Make
sure to get them prepared.
This is also the time to start preparing for your
PER Night. Get your new officers ready to start
their year. Help your future officers and prepare
for the next regime. But, don’t stop your current
momentum. This is what is going to take you into
the new year. It will also teach your future leaders
to Create Momentum for the Future of Elkdom.
I had the honor of participating and being a part
of the 150th anniversary celebration of this great
Order. I will never forget what an honor that was,
and the fact that two of my children were also
able to be a part of it. February is the birthday
of our Order. Use this to have a celebration, a
dinner, or an outing to help create funds for your
Lodge, to help with the community, or to help

F
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another organization. No matter what you do,
make the birthday of the Elks an event in your
Lodge.
For ERs, Secretaries, and PERs, this is the time
also to choose your Elk of the Year, Officer of the
Year, and Citizen of the Year. As always, take time
to deliberate and choose thoughtfully.
Lapsation should also be a focus of your
Membership Committee. My Lodge has reported
that we are nearing 2% in lapsation. Although
for me that is a small number, for many it is huge.
Let’s make this another year of growth.

FINISH YOUR YEAR STRONG BY
CREATING MOMENTUM

Creating Momentum for the Future of Elkdom.
This is my motto going into my year, but this can
be your thoughts going out of your year. Finish the
year strong—don’t think to yourself that you only
have two more months until you are done. Instead,
think that you have two more months to make a
difference.
Start bringing your Leading Knight or whoever
will be your ER to all the events and all the
meetings to help train them going into April. Don’t
forget, April 1 is a Thursday, and for the next week
the Lodges throughout the country will be voting
in the new leadership. Hopefully that doesn’t mean
you are stepping away. PERs are essential to the
future of the Lodges.
Have a celebration for the Birthday of the Elks.
The date of our origin is February 16th. It may be
a Tuesday, but you can make it a profitable day!
Celebrate our birthday and create an avenue for a
fundraiser.
This is the time of year both current and future
leaders of your Lodge need to come together to
set the goals for the next year. Engage Members
in this process. Getting them involved can Create
Momentum for the Future of Elkdom, and this is
what we all want.
Contest ‘A’ — All American Lodge Contest
certification forms are due in March, so get
prepared to participate in this. Even if you don’t
think you qualify, it is worth the efforts to work
toward it. I know the parameters are different this
year, but the efforts are still worth it!
Stacey and I have had minimal travel throughout
the country. However, in our travels we are meeting
some great people who are Creating Momentum.
We feel change is coming and we look forward to
meeting even more people and seeing how this
Momentum is helping keep Elkdom strong.
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Schedule of Zoom Meetings

COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION | VIRTUAL SATURDAY | WINTER QUARTERLY

January 30, 2021

If you are interested in attending one of these sessions, please email coelkssecretary@gmail.com
or johnwhutson@gmail.com or lenort.elks@gmail.com to get access code

Date
Time
1/30/2021 9:00 am
9:30
10:00
10:30
11:00
11:30
12:00 pm
12:30
1:00
1:30
		
2:00
2:00-3:00
2:30
3:00
3:30
4:00
4:30
5:00
5:30

DRUG AWARENESS

Submitted by Tommy Lee Chambers,PDDGER
CEA Drug Awareness Chairman
I am back and very sad that due to
family circumstances PER Chery
Gordon had to step down. She has
done a wonderful job with the program.
Please keep Chery and her family in
your prayers.
I would like to thank CEA President,
Allen Lenort for appointing me as
Chairman for the rest of the year. In
these trying times it is extremely hard
on our children and trying to reach out
to them through their schools about

Committee
Trustee
Charities Board of Directors
Charities Board of Directors
Association Board of Directors
Association Board of Directors
Overflow
Laradon
Drug Awareness
Ritual
Veterans
Government Relations
Lodge Activities
ENF
Youth Camp
Membership
Secretary
Secretary
Grand Lodge Housing
Public Relations
Core
Core

Contact
Jim Keyser
Allen Lenort
Allen Lenort
Allen Lenort
Allen Lenort
John Hutson
Alice Hilzer
Tommy Lee Chambers
Jan Chambers
Troy Erickson
Ann Marie Keyser
Danny and Julie Wesseling
Peter Frank
Robert Keyser
Tom Fraker
Bill Hartless
Bill Hartless
John Hutson
Becky Schmitz
Ron Carpenter
Ron Carpenter

Drug Awareness programs is impossible.
The Coloring Contest is one of the best
tools to reach the children and I plan
on moving forward with it. I am not yet
listed on Grand Lodge as Colorado’s
Drug Awareness Chairman, so I do
not have information about the time
frame and age groups. As soon as that
information is available to me I will
send it out to all District Chairs. I am
asking each of you to watch your email,
CEA website and Facebook for updated
information. It is up to you all to reach
out to your Lodge kids, neighbors,
church groups, sports leagues, whatever
resource is available to you and get out
the word. With your help and dedication
we can make this work!
Join me on Zoom for a virtual meeting
on the 30th. Give me your ideas for new
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updated activities for Drug Awareness.
If you are the Drug Awareness
Chairperson for your Lodge, please
call me at 303-918-3660 if I can help
you with Drug Awareness pamphlets or
giveaways.

CEA RITUAL COMMITTEE

Submitted by Jan Chambers PDDGER
CEA Ritual Chairman
We canceled the State Ritual Contest
for the Winter Quarterly due to COVID
restrictions. We will be working on times
for the state contest in the Spring. Join
me on Zoom for our virtual meeting
January 30th. As soon as we solidify
plans for the Spring, your District
Chairman will get the word out to your
Lodges. Until we can be together again,
Stay Safe, Stay Healthy.
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HERE'S HOPE FOR 2021

F

1ST VICE
PRESIDENT

Tom Root

irst and foremost my wife, Rose, and I wish
you a safe, healthy and prosperous New
Year. WOW! 2020 ended up being a historic
year and all of us hope that the New Year will
allow us to get back to a somewhat normalcy
is our lives. Due to the COVID19 pandemic
Rose and I were only able to complete five of
our fourteen visitations for the year. The other
visitations will be scheduled before the first of
April, 2021. The hospitality and friendliness
shown to us has been phenomenal. We look
forward to visiting the rest of the Lodges in
Colorado in the next two years. It is totally
amazing what the Lodges are doing in their
communities, especially during this pandemic
we are facing. At least it looks like there might
be a light at the end of the tunnel.
As we are quickly approaching the end of the
Elks fiscal year, it is not too late to propose
your friends, relatives, co-workers, etc. to
join the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks in your communities. It is extremely
important that we work together to increase
our membership. Let your prospective
candidates know the good works we do in our
communities. By spreading the word of the
involvement of the Elks in the communities

hank You!
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should excite people in joining this great
Order of Elks.
Remember that the Elks National
Foundation in the Great Heart of Elkdom.
To those who actively contribute to ENF,
please continue to do so with whatever
you can afford. Again, I ask that you, the
contributors, will share this information with
the non-contributors and request that they,
too, become active contributors. The goal of
the GER, Paul Ryan, is $4.80 per member
in giving. The goal of the Colorado Elks
is $10.00 per member in giving and all 55
Lodges to meet the GER’s goal. Thank you
to all who have contributed thus far as we
have reached $5.151 per member in giving
as of 12/14/2020. I encourage everyone
to join the ENF Fidelity Club. By joining
the Fidelity Club you agree to a monthly
contribution to ENF through your checking
account or credit card.
To those Officers who will be the Exalted
Rulers of their Lodges, now is the time to
begin finalizing your appointed Officers for
the New Year and talking to members to
join or Chair your committees. One on one
chats with members usually work better for
recruiting than advertising in the newsletter
or announcing that members are needed
for Officers’ positions or Committee chairs.
While you are selecting the Officers who
will lead your Lodge in the new fiscal year
please stress the importance of Ritual in
your Lodge.
As there is a good possibility that I may
become your State President in September,
2021, I am asking for your help in selecting
all the State Committee Chairs and
Appointed Officers for the Colorado Elks
Association. If you are interested please
contact me and let me know your interests.
I do need to finalize all the committees and
appointed positions by the Spring Quarterly
at the end of April.
Remember, the Colorado Elks Association is
here to help you, the Officers and members,
and your Lodges. So please contact any of
the State Association Officers if you need
help or have questions or ideas.
Rose and I again thank all of you for your
support and friendliness.
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STILL VIRTUAL DAYS

O

2ND VICE
PRESIDENT

Cynthia Wyszynski

nce again we find ourselves trying to figure
out how to turn lemons into lemonade with
the cancellation of the Winter Quarterly. We will
be holding a virtual Board of Directors meeting
and we are asking all of our State Committee
Chairs to schedule virtual breakout sessions.
When you receive the information on the
breakout sessions, please forward it to your
membership! You never know which of your
members might be interested in learning more
about the Hoop Shoot, or the Clem and Evelyn
Audin Fund, or Youth Activities. This is a oncein-a-century chance for all of our members to
learn about the amazing work the Elks is capable
of from the convenience of their own home.
I know it’s difficult to think about officer
nominations and elections, but it is coming up
very soon. The Exalted Rulers will have to form
committees, and giving your members access to
these upcoming webinars can be a great tool in
helping with that.
The deadline for the Elks National Foundation
grants has passed. I hope everyone was able
to utilize the grants for the benefits of their
communities in this time of great need. I
appreciate the fact that ENF was flexible with

the usage of the grants.
We have until March 31st to meet the ENF’s
per capita goal of $4.80. I highly encourage
all Lodges to do their best in meeting it. Not
making per capita limits the amount of grants
you can apply for in the 2021-22 year. Also,
encouraging members to join the Fidelity Club
– an automatic giving program – could help you
gain an extra $500 in grant money next year.
And then there is membership. Losing members
in a financially difficult year makes everything
harder. Please call your past due memberships
and remind them that we need their support
now – more than ever.
Finally, thank you to all of our members who
have been working the front lines, who have
been making difficult decisions to keep their
Lodges and communities safe, who have been
giving their all in a year that has taken so much.
Thank you for continuing to persevere with
patience and positivity. Thank you for being
flexible, adaptable, and resilient in your plans
and forms of communication. I look forward
to the day when we can safely pack a hotel
ballroom and share a meal again.
Happy New Year!

THE GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST

communities still needed our charitable efforts,
now more than ever. Across the state Elk
leaders embraced the opportunity of 2020 and
re-invented programs to adapt to the current
climate. From building glass barriers for Santa to
hosting drive up food donations. We as Elks still
do. Yes, we miss gathering with our friends at the
Lodge, but the mission to serve will continue.
The time will come when Members will be at
the Lodge, holding hands during the Golden
Hour. We will meet without masks. We will
continue our good works in our community,
honor our Veterans and support our youth. Elks
across Colorado will emerge stronger and better
community pillars.
We look ahead to 2021 with our hearts filled
with hope. As the Members Past stood steadfast
against the challenges of war, depression and
natural disaster, we will do the same. This 2020
holiday season has proven again that our will
can be tested but our spirit can overcome any
challenge.

G

3RD VICE
PRESIDENT

Geff McDanieli

alatians 6:9-10 - “Let us not become weary
in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of
believers.”
For me, Christmas and Elks have always gone
hand in hand. Visiting with Santa at the Lodge
and getting a giant mesh stocking full of nuts,
candy and fruit as a boy marked the beginning
of the season. Members take pride in being
an Elk Member during the holiday season
and being able to serve our communities is the
greatest gift of Membership. In the 2020 world
the light of the spirit of the Elks shines on,
driven by the ghosts of Christmas past.
“Would you so soon put out, with worldly
hands, the light I give?” - Dickens, The Ghost of
Christmas Past
The closures and isolation to protect us as
individuals did not change the fact that our
PAGE 5
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
WITH ELKS NATIONAL
FOUNDATION

Peter Frank, PER Arvada 2278
CEA ENF State Fundraising Chair
In a year like the one we have just
left behind (see ya 2020) it is hard to
envision all of the good that has been
accomplished by our lodges. Food
baskets, toys for kids, dinners, etc. Many
of us have switched our giving trends
and that money is being used to keep our
lodges open. For that alone I am proud
and grateful to be an Elk. Thanks to all
of you for your generosity in both money
and volunteer time to make our lodges
better than before.
It has taken a while, but we have made
the GER per capita of $4.80 per member
in the State of Colorado. In fact, as of
December 28, 2020 we stand at $5.41.
That’s more than halfway to the CEA
goal of $10.00 per member. We did it last

IT IS THE 4TH QUARTER
AND THE CLOCK IS
RUNNING OUT!

Tom Fraker, PSP
State Membership Chairman
y the time you read this, I will have
sent letters to all lodges regarding
membership retention and recruitment.
Our next quarterly has been cancelled
and the opportunity to see each other
and share our thoughts and ideas is
out of our grasp again. Said once
and will say it again...COVID-19 has
seemed to shut our doors and close our
lodges. We cannot let that happen. Our
communities need us.

B

year...in spite of it all! Let’s do it again.
Think of all the good that came from
using the ENF grants to support our
communities when our lodges were and
are suffering the most.
The work that so many of you have done
has also been noticed by the community.
Now, they want to help us. Many lodges
are still seeing new candidates contact
them to become Elks even with the doors
to the lodges closed and the windows
shuttered! Do not miss the opportunity to
invite them in. Show them all the good
that we do. Let them be a part of the
goodness.
Grant applications are now past for this
Elk year. Start planning for the upcoming
year. How can we make it bigger and
better than ever? What can you do to
help your lodge be even more successful?
Colorado Elks lodges received $232,000
in grants. That is great! But…there was
a lot more money out there that was left
on the table. Twenty CEA lodges did
not apply for a single grant. No excuses.
Thirty five received all they could get.
Did your lodge miss out? If you cannot
find a way to use free money for your
community, please reach out for help or
partner with another lodge within your
district. Our membership depends on
being involved with our communities
and our communities depend on our
membership.

2021 gives us the unique opportunity
for a “Do-Over” or better yet a “StartOver”. This last year we have been faced
with thinking outside the box. Doing
things like Zoom, Go To Meetings,
Skype. Fundraising without being in front
of a large crowd. Communicating via
social media. I still haven’t figured out
this “Instant-Tindering” thing. Texting is
hard enough. But we have had to change
in so many ways. Take those lessons
and let’s move forward with confidence
and grit. Ask for help. Call me, call your
district chairs, call your lodge chairs. We
can set up a Zoom meeting just to talk
out loud and share ideas.
The first step in this last comment took
place December 17th via Zoom with a
statewide ENF Committee meeting. We
discussed things like what is next, how we
can help each other, virtual fundraising
and much more. Unfortunately, my
internet failed right toward the end of
the meeting. Next committee meeting is
January 21st at 6:30 so some of you who
have Lodge that night can join for a few
minutes before hand. Please let me know
you want to be a part of the meeting.
Send me your questions and comments.
Help make this useful to you and your
lodge. I will send out a full agenda for all
prior to the meeting along with the access
information.
Remember Charity is what we do,
Charity is who we are!

Our state delinquency rate is at 12.4%.
Nationwide we are less than 11%! What
can we do about it? First, aggressively
work the delinquent list! Not just the
lodge Secretary, not just the Exalted
Ruler but a collaborative effort on the
part of the membership committee.
Take two weeks as a team, sit down and
call our delinquents, visit them at home,
encourage them to help keep Elkdom
alive at this tough time in our history!
Second, take a hard look at your lodge
signing up for the optional Grand Lodge
billing program. It dramatically reduces
your mailing costs and automatically
sends dues notices out four times a year.

Finally, be loud and proud! Publicize
your lodge’s good works in the
community. Encourage your members
to reach out to their friends and
families to join our great fraternal
organization. Use Elks Social
Shareables that are found in the
Membership and Marketing area of
the Grand Lodge website. These short
video clips can be shared on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter.
It is the 4th quarter of our fraternal
year. Financially we are struggling.
The ball is your hands. Don’t let the
team down
Colorado can do it!
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CEA LARADON COMMITTEE
NEWS

Submitted by Alice Hilzer, Chair
Congratulations Colorado Elks Lodges and
members. We have completed the Adopt-AFamily for Laradon. It was a great success with
115 gifts to 87 families. Thanks to all of you
there were many smiling faces this Christmas.
We would also offer a shout out to the teachers
for all they have done during this pandemic by

keeping things going with virtual classrooms.
We will be having a zoom breakout session for
Laradon updates. Do not miss it. Information
will be forth coming as to the times of the zoom
meeting. Hope you have a great 2021.

At right: Leaders from
the Elks Association visit
the Laradon campus in
September. Left to Right:
Doug McNeill, Laradon
CEO; John Amen, Past
Grand Exalted Ruler; Paul
Ryan, Grand Exalted
Ruler; Stacey Ryan, First
Lady Of Elkdom; Ron
Carpenter, State President
of Colorado Elks
Below: members from the
National Guard teamed
up with the Elks to deliver
gifts for Laradon families.

LARADON AND ELKS
PARTNERSHIP ALIVE
AND WELL

Submitted by Jace Mills,
Communications Manager
The Colorado Elks continue to
be a key partner in the success
of Laradon and with the kids
and adults we serve.
We were honored to receive
a gift of $50,000 from the
Colorado Elks Association
towards our Calabrese Youth
Center. The CYC provides
24-hour care to young people
between 11-18 who have
intellectual and developmental
disabilities.
Staff use a therapeutic approach
to help them to resolve social,
emotional, and behavioral
PAGE 7

problems so they can return to their home or
community. The gift allowed us to continue
to support youth programs and individualized
education.
In September of 2020, Laradon was honored
to host the Elks Grand Exalted Ruler Paul
Ryan. Laradon celebrated the visit with a tour
of our 10-acre campus in Denver’s Globeville
neighborhood. Ryan visited The Laradon
School, CYC, the recently-completed Elisabetta
which houses the Adult Day Programs, and
other program spaces. In December of 2020,
Elks throughout the state once again supported
Laradon families through the Adopt-A-Family
campaign.
Despite the challenges of 2020, we look back in
appreciation of one more year in a long history
of partnership with the Colorado Elks. As we
start 2021, we’re excited to find new ways to link
arms to help kids and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities live the lives they choose.
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VETERANS NEWS | ASPEN | LAKEWOOD
“WHEN THEIR SERVICE ENDS
OURS BEGINS”

Submitted by Fred Venrick
Welcome brothers and sisters to Aspen Elks 224
contribution to the Colorado Elks Newsletter.
Due to the many problems brought by Covid 19,
we were inspired to reach out to veterans and
their families.
Pamela Schultz, who leads the Women's
Veterans Program out of Grand Junction,
mentioned that our
hospitalized women veterans
frequently feel vulnerable and
are hesitant to get up and
ambulate when ill, which is so
important for their healing.
So our committee decided to
sponsor a purchase of fifty
robes that will provide dignity,
and warmth when ther’re up
and about. Also George and

LAKEWOOD ELKS
1777 FREEDOM
GRANT
SERVED MANY
VETERANS

Above: Venita Collier, Bill
Easton, John Mitchell,
Bill Fava, and John
Collier, the group who
did the Stand Down

Submitted by Venita Collier,
chairman
Lakewood Elks 1777 Veterans
Committee used our 2020-21
$2,500
Freedom
Grant for
a Stand
Down
and Street
Packets for
veterans.
Even
though
Covid-19
caused
us to
cancel our planned Stand Down at the VOA Bill
Daniels Center, we were able to do it for veterans
at Flats at 2 Creeks on November 10, 2020. We
helped 50 veterans with new thermal tops and
bottoms, briefs, hats, scarfs, gloves, socks and a
PAGE 8

Juleah Markatos provided dozens of towels,
sheets, and comforters for the Women Veterans
Homeless program.
During the Christmas season we donated $2,000
to purchase fifty turkeys, twenty hams, and other
incidentals to feed seventy veteran families. The
funds left over will go to help feed these folks
through the winter. We were alerted and helped
by VFW Post 3981 who bought, packaged and
delivered these goods.
Just recently we donated $2,100 to the Colorado
National Guard Emergency Fund that helps
veterans and their families in times of crisis. This
will go towards everything from food to rent and
any other needs.
We also are preparing for the National Disabled
Veterans Winter Sports Clinic, which will run
from March 28th thru April 2nd. We’ve been
told by the VA this will be on a limited basis.
We’re keeping our fingers crossed on this one.
“Home of The Free Because of The Brave”

goodie bag. We had a clothing drive in October
and received donations such as coats, jeans,
shoes, shirts etc. which we included in our stand
down.
We took temperatures, social distanced and wore
masks at the stand down as each veteran, one
by one, got to go through the line and receive
all the new items and clothing they needed.
It was great. We did not have to transport the
donations to the VOA...we went directly to the
veterans. Each veteran also received a Jimmy
Johns sandwich, chips and tea donated by John
Collier. In addition, we gave the same new items
to 20 veterans at Valor Point and to veterans at
the Community Resource Center.
On October 8, 2020, a group of Lakewood
Elks veterans committee volunteers made 40
street packets for Lakewood City Courts which
the police pass out to homeless veterans when
needed.
Where there is a will there is a way and we found
a way to help many veterans.
Thanks to workers, Cliff Fejfar, Bill Easton,
Sharon Easton, Bill Fava, John Mitchell, John
Collier and Venita Collier for making this
possible. Thanks to all who donated clothing for
our clothing drive.
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VETERANS NEWS | LAKEWOOD | EVERGREEN
WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA Honor Tour who played the Star
Submitted by Venita Collier, chairman
What patriotism was shown on Saturday,
December 19th, 2020, by Elks, nonelks, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, National
Guardsmen and their families for the
“National Wreaths Across America”
day. This was the Lakewood Elks Lodge
1777 Veterans Committee's third year
coordinating with Nicole Galluzzo,
Field Operations Support Assistant with
Olinger Crown Hill Mortuary.
Through donations from all members
and non-members we were able to
place 270 wreaths at the cemetery.
Each year we place them on different
soldiers’ graves and this year we choose
to place all the wreaths on the Spanish/
American War graves. There are 300
of these graves, and we were just about
able to put a wreath on each grave.
We had four
times more
volunteers this
year than we
had last year. It
was amazing.
This year
we were
honored with
Bugler, Mark
Stallins, US
Navy retired,
founder/
president
of National
Top photo: PFC Thomas Bauer places wreath. Above
PFC Bauer, Pastor and Chaplin Randy Ziemer stand
at attention while Bugler Mark Stallins plays taps.

Spangle Banner and TAPS for us at the
graves of Specialist 3rd Class Ernest
H. Bjorkman, US Navy, Spanish/
American War, Congressional Medal
of Honor Recipient and Master Sgt.
George G. Wortman, Congressional
Medal of Honor Recipient, US Cavalry,
Indian Wars 1868. In addition, Pastor
Randy Ziemer from Faith Bible Church
did the Invocation and Cliff Fejfar’s
grandson, PFC Thomas Bauer placed
their wreaths. Everyone who volunteered
placed a wreath and a flag at a grave.
Mark Stallins mentioned the fact
that December 19th was a special
anniversary for the Continental Army.
In 1777, George Washington led the
Continental Army into Valley Forge and
this ‘march in’ marked the turning point
of the Revolutionary War.
It was a very cold, windy day, but
perfect weather for us to reflect on how
our soldiers, through many wars, have
fought to save our country. Our soldiers
in the past have endured much as well
as those today in protecting our country
for all of us to have freedom. May we
always be humble toward the soldiers
and their families, our first responders
and those who fight so diligently for
our freedom. We stood in awe after
we placed the wreaths; it brought a
tear to the eye. It was one of the most
breathtaking, touching sites. God Bless
All. Thanks for volunteering.

EVERGREEN LODGE JOINS CEREMONY

From Jany Schindler, Evergreen Elks Lodge Newsletter Editor
On December 19, 2020, Evergreen Elks lodge participated in the National Wreaths
Across America Day. Our mission is to Remember, Honor,
and Teach; this was carried out by coordinating wreathlaying ceremonies at the Bear Creek Cemetery and
Evergreen Memorial Park and more than 2,100 additional
locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.
Thank you to the over 50 people who showed up
at Evergreen Memorial Park to participate in the
ceremony to remember and honor our veterans by laying
remembrance wreaths on the graves of our country’s
fallen heroes.
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VETERANS NEWS | LAKEWOOD
VETERANS COMMITTEE HONORS
WarriorNOW

Top left: Brian Johnson,
CEO of WarriorNOW and
Cliff Fejfar, with his mentor
award.
Above left to right: Malida
Johnson, Chief Logistical
Operator, Brian Johnson
CEO of WarriorNOW, Cliff
Fejfar, Venita Collier, Bill
Fava, Jerry Hilton and Bill
Easton, members of the
Veterans' committee.

Submitted by Venita Collier, Chairman
November 17th members of the Lakewood
Elks veterans committee; Bill Fava, Cliff Fejfar,
Bill Easton, Jerry Hilton and Venita Collier
presented a $500 check
to Brian Johnson, CEO
of WarriorNOW and
his wife Malida Johnson,
Chief Logistical
Operator to assist with
their suicide prevention
program.
This was given to them
in honor of the Bruce
L. Goulet's Memorial.
Goulet's wife, Donna,
had asked Venita if she
could have donations
given to us for veterans' needs in lieu of flowers.
Our committee felt that this was the best way to
honor her wishes and help our veterans.
Co-founders Brian, Malida and Todd Kramer,
who worked with Vets Treatment Court,
started this program four years ago and
WarriorNOW became official in August of
2019. They now partner with the Department

LAKEWOOD
ELKS 1777
SPOTLIGHT
GRANT
PROVIDES
SUCCESSFUL
PROJECT FOR
VETERANS

Above: Venita Collier, Bill
Fava, Bill Easton Jerry
Hilton, Cliff Fejfar, John
Mitchell and John Collier.

Submitted by
Venita Collier, chairman
On October 20, 2020
Lakewood Elks 1777
Veterans' Committee
used its $2000 ENF
Spotlight Grant to provide commercial outdoor
steel metal perforated patio furniture for Flats
at 2 Creeks. This project fell into the category
of Adopt-a-Haven. Flats has a lovely roof for
enjoyment with (8) 2x4' garden beds with drip
system for the veterans to raise vegetables, herbs
etc. With the patio furniture they can enjoy
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of Veterans Affairs, Denver Vets Center, VA for
Mental Health and Addictions, VFW, Denver
Recreational Therapy, Vets Courts (9 of them
from Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Denver Metro
Area including our Lakewood Courts) and many
other organizations.
The Courts, through their mentorship, therapies,
treatment resources, camaraderie and spiritual
guidance are there to help veterans who are
struggling with mental health issues and/or
addictions.
On November 7, a special award was given to
our own Cliff Fejfar for his mentorship. Due to
Covid, the award was given via Zoom.
Daniel Draper, US Marine Corp veteran; one
of the first in the Buddy check program, is a
mentor and Daniel's Room has been named
after him. They have now created a Manual
Training Program, incorporated with the VA
training and the state of Colorado has adopted
this program.
WarriorNOW is also a non-profit 501-C-3 and
if anyone would like to contribute to this great
need, you can go to warriornow.org and donate
or you can send it to Lakewood Elks 1777,
attention: Venita Collier and we will see that
they get the donations. You can also see the great
works that they do and have achieved.
nice days on the roof, the outdoors and the
beauty of the plants. We were able to put one 6'
rectangular patio table and one 46" round patio
table plus the umbrellas and bases.
It was an enjoyable working day for us to
assemble the furniture. Volunteers Bill Easton,
John Mitchell, Bill Fava, Cliff Fejfar, Jerry
Hilton, John Collier, Venita Collier brought
tools, moved the furniture to the roof and
assembled it in no time flat. Emily Thatcher,
Flats Residential Care Coordinator and some
of the veterans pitched to help. Thanks to all
the helpers. We were happy to use our Spotlight
Grant for such a fantastic undertaking. Last
year we did the Welcome Home Kits for these
veterans when they moved into Flats.
Thanks to our grants and your ENF donations,
we can do great projects for veterans, schools
and our community.
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LODGE NEWS | LONGMONT
LONGMONT ELKS LODGE KITCHEN
HELPS SMALL BUSINESSES ‘WEATHER
THE COVID STORM’

Karen Borough, club manager and event
coordinator, said the Elks Lodge has offered up
its kitchen space for the past 2 1/2 years for local
businesses to use. It wasn’t until the pandemic,
though, that they began seeing an increased
interest from businesses in using the space. Last
year, there only two businesses using the kitchen.
Now, there are five businesses with a sixth slated to
start at the end of the month.
Borough said she believes that the Elks’ kitchen has
offered a way for “small businesses to keep going
during this time.”
“It’s given the opportunity to continue to do
business without some of that overhead,” Borough
said
The four stoves, as well as access to cold and dry
storage and parking lot space, are part of the space
provided.
Bjorgo said he likes that he can come and go from
the kitchen, unlike other operations, which he
said generally assign a time that the space can be
used. In addition to offering a more-affordable
rate, Bjorgo said he’s also been able to share
experiences with other businesses working to
survive.
“It’s kind of like a sounding board as well; we share
recipes with each other,” Bjorgo said. “We have
pulled together and helped each other to succeed.”
Helping local businesses falls in line with the Elks
Lodge’s mission to serve its local community.
The nonprofit also works with area hospitals to
provide patients in need with access to a medical
closet. Every year, the Elks Lodge also gives out
three,college scholarships to local students.
“Anything we can do to help in the community, we
are always a phone call away,” Borough said.
The club waived rent for businesses owners
for April, May and June, but has since had to
start charging them again to cover utility costs.
Businesses who use the space pay rent based on
the number of days that they access the kitchen.
Borough said rent costs range from $150 to $450
a month. Businesses also have to become an Elks
Lodge member and pay dues of $107 per year.
Among those using the Elks’ kitchen is business
owner Mike Simuns. A cook forroughly 20 years,

Above: Jon Bjorgo, co-owner of Jonny’s of
Longmont, uses the kitchen at the Elks Lodge in
Longmont, to prepare food for his restaurant.

Simuns specializes in breakfast sandwiches. His
business, Biscuits at Mike’s, has been serving
Southern-style flaky biscuits, piled with eggs and
bacon or fried chicken and honey, from his food
truck since June. For the past two months, he’s
been using the Elks’ kitchen to prepare his food.
“I like the idea of having complete open-ended
times,” Simuns said. “I’m not
scheduled to be there at a specific time. Being
a new truck, I don’t know exactly when all of my
services may end up being.”
For fellow food truck owner Daniel Wright it was
the Elks’ mission to give back to the Longmont
community that drew him to start using the
nonprofit’s kitchen in March 2019. Wright runs the
Big Trouble food truck, formerly known as Ohana
Eatery. The business is known for its Asian fare and
fast-selling ramen.
“Their focus is on supporting the community, and
that’s the direction of my business,”
Wright said. “I’m a food truck that supports local
farms, local business and the local economy.”
The pandemic has been challenging, Wright said.
“Right now, I’m barely staying afloat,” he said.
Wright said his business would likely still be
operating, even without the Elks Lodge, but it’s
made life easier during the pandemic.
“They’ve been super-flexible and always checking
in to see how I’m doing businesswise,” Wright
said. “They’ve been very understanding and I don’t
think I would get that same treatment in a large
commercial kitchen.”
Bjorgo, though, said his business would probably
not be open had it not been for the Elks Lodge.
“With all these new COVID regulations, it’s getting
harder and harder to have a food
truck,” Bjorgo said.”The places we would normally
go to, like breweries, are all at diminished
capacity.”
Additionally, with the ample space available in the
Elks Lodge’s kitchen, Bjorgo was,able to prepare
close to 1,000 donated meals for firefighters
battling fires in Boulder and Larimer counties and
evacuees.
“We were able to almost fill the ballroom with
premade sandwiches and boxed lunches,” Bjorgo
said.
Bjorgo hopes that one day he can open another
brick-and-mortar restaurant. Until then, he will
continue to serve up hot, fresh Chicago-style eats,
thanks to the nonprofit, he said.
“The Elks have enabled us to weather this COVID
storm a lot easier than if we had gone and used any
other commercial kitchen,” Bjorgo said.

Right: Daniel Wright prepares food for his
restaurant, Big Trouble, in Longmont.

Reprinted from the Longmont Times-Call and
Boulder Daily Camera November 15, 2020, By
Kelsey Hammon, Staff Photographer Cliff Grassmick

Business owner Jon Bjorgo is not sure that he
would still be slinging his Chicago-style eats from
his food truck, if not for the help of a Longmont
nonprofit.
Bjorgo owns Jonny’s of Longmont, and in August,
he had to make a tough call. With the coronavirus
pandemic posing major challenges to his brick-and
mortar-restaurant, Bjorgo closed shop and opened
up two food trucks instead.
Daniel Wright prepares food for his restaurant, Big
Trouble, in Longmont. The Elks Lodge in Longmont
allows businesses to use their kitchen space for a
nominal fee. During the coronavirus pandemic, the
space has helped a few local businesses stay
afloat.
“(The restaurant) relied heavily on foot traffic,”
Bjorgo said. “Right at the beginning, everyone was
staying home. No one was coming out. No one was
taking away food.”
To keep his business alive, Bjorgo needed
commercial kitchen space to prepare his food
to health department standards. Bjorgo found
that space and a community of other businesses
working to survive the pandemic at the Longmont
Elks Lodge 1055.
Bjorgo was one of several small business owners
who said the nonprofit’s kitchen
space has offered them much-needed relief
during a time that has been challenging and
unpredictable.
On a recent Friday, Bjorgo worked in the kitchen
space to prepare the day’s menu. Jonny’s of
Longmont is known for its hand-cut potato fries,
beefy Chicago-style hot dogs with poppy seedflecked buns and Italian beef sandwiches, to list but
a few menu items.
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LODGE NEWS | OURAY | GREELEY
OURAY LODGE CONTINUES
SANTA DELIVERS

Submitted by Jill Scheu
Our Lodge had to be creative with our Santa
Delivers program this year. The chairman of the
event Shelly Kuhlman and her husband Bobby
Rummel developed a “no contact visit” and
collected over $500.00 in donations for all the
candy and toys. This event began in 1928 and
92 years of tradition was not going to be stopped
by Covid-19. The most important thing was
the children of Ouray County seeing Santa on
Christmas Eve.
On the evening of December 24th, the five
Santas and their drivers left the Lodge to visit
38 homes. This year Santa did not enter
children’s houses but rang the doorbell
and stayed on the porch while the
gift bags were handed out; each child
received a gift bag with candy and toys
(age appropriate) from Santa. The event
was very received, and many thanks
need to go to Shelly, Bobby, the Santas,
their elf-drivers, and the members who
volunteered to make the gift bags and
everyone who donated to this year’s
Santa Delivers Program. Seven turkey
dinners were also delivered to families by
Shelly and Bobby. Our Santas and their
elf-drivers are: Phil Martinez, PER and
his elf/driver Tom Tyler, PER; Andy
Carrie and his elf/driver Lorah Carrie;
Don Wild and his elf/driver Sharon
Wild; Michael Trahan and his elf/driver
Jerry Serman; Chris Miller and his elf/
driver Ronnie Dickson.

Above from left to right: Phil
Martinez PER, Andy Carrie,
Don Wild, Michael Trahan,
and Chris Miller
Right: Twins Estes and
Everlea and Santa Phil
Martinez, PER in the middle.

Pictured below left to right
are PDDGER Terry Gaber,
John Jaros Assistant Chief,
Kevin Zagorda Chief, PSP
Rich Stolte, and Sid Brown
Fire Board President.

GREELEY ELKS LODGE DONATION
Submitted by Cathy Balltrip Secretary
Members of the Greeley Elks Lodge recently
donated $3,500 to the Glen Haven Volunteer
Fire Department and extended their thanks
and appreciation for a job well done during the
recent wildfires. The money is much needed
and will be used to upgrade equipment and
help in purchasing a new truck. Terry and
Rich presented the checks and shared the
thanks and appreciation of our members to the
Department. The Lodge appreciates the money
received from the Colorado Elks Community
Image Funds to assist in making this project
possible.“Elks Care – Elks Share”
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LODGE NEWS | DENVER | LONGMONT | FORT MORGAN
DENVER LODGE 17 DELIVERS

Submitted by Stephanie Martens, Secretary
Denver Lodge 17 celebrates along with all of our Elk lodges in our charitable giving endeavors. The
Denver Lodge had a cold but great day using our Beacon Grant to host a Covid safe drive-up food
drive for Bienvenidos Food Bank. We collected 40 crates of food, $367 in donations and our Lodge
cut a check from our Beacon Grant for $3,450. In addition, we handed out over 20 boxes of food.
We also collected donations for the Denver Children's Advocacy Center holiday giving program and
were able to present them with $739 in cash and gift cards. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas we
presented North High School with $600 worth of grocery store gift cards. Thank you to all of our
members and families who helped us provide these donations.

LONGMONT ELKS PLAY SANTA

Submitted by Longmont Elks Secretary and CEA
President Allen Lenort
For the holidays Longmont Elks Lodge assisted
in providing a "Santa Truck" with small gift bags
located in their parking lot. They worked with
other local groups to allow kids to let Santa know
what they wanted for Christmas.

FORT MORGAN ELKS GIVE

Submitted by Alice Hilzer, Secretary
Fort Morgan Lodge 1143 used funds from a Elks
National Foundation Spotlight Grant to team
up with the local BOCES to provide winter hats,
coats and gloves to families in need. Exalted
Ruler Regelio Segura and Secretary Alice Hilzer
were able to make presentations.
Fort Morgan Lodge also joined the police
department and their Blue Santa program to
provide food, personal items and a turkey to
senior citizens and disabled persons in need of
help during these difficult times.
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LODGE NEWS | VICTOR | CREEDE | TELLURIDE
VICTOR ELKS
367 CHRISTMAS
BASKET PROJECT
DECEMBER 23, 2020

Pictured: Recipient
Richard Wheeler, Cripple
Creek Lodge 30+ year
Member Greg Brazill, New
Victor Members Miriam
Mondragon and Clark
Eastin with little elk in
training Cooper Eastin.

Submitted by Donna Brazill
Victor Elks Lodge 367 didn’t let
Covid get in their way when it
came time to
do the Annual
Christmas
Basket Project
that they are
well known for
in Southern
Teller County.
They knew the
need would
be high, costs
would be
higher and
restrictions
would be
inevitable, but
the fourth site
change was a winner! Although much smaller
space than usual, the Cresson Elementary
Cafeteria was offered by the Cripple Creek
and Victor School District and the work began
amidst needed adjustments.
Volunteer cohorts were divided into groups to
assist with distancing requirements of no more

than 10 people in the space at a time. This, of
course slowed down the processes, but didn’t
overshadow the enthusiasm of community
volunteers who stepped up to help throughout
the project. Donors from the community and
a Community of Caring Foundation donation
helped to fund the nearly $7000 project this year.
Community partners included the Wildwood
Casino who hosted a toy drive, City Market,
TCSO, Fire Chief ’s Association, Bronco Billy’s
Casino donated over 1200 gingerbread cookies,
and Cripple Creek-Victor School District
supported with the site and staff support for the
facility, plus over 20 non-Elks volunteers showed
up weekly to create each custom box with Elks
members.
Boxes contained pantry items, a 20lb turkey or
ham, potatoes, eggs, rolls and gifts. This year
City Market donated enough candy so that every
box also had candy in it. One family declined a
food box, but received a much needed set of tires
with the help of private donations. A homeless
family received a stay and meals donated by the
Wildwood Casino/GKMI for Christmas Eve
and Christmas night with an Elk ride to Walmart
to shop with a gift card. In addition, gifts from
Elks and friends were a surprise in their room.
In all, 63 families and seniors and 105 children
were served this year. Total people served was
over 225. Boxes were delivered to recipients
within a 119 square mile area on December 19
while adhering to all Covid related rules.

CREEDE ELKS LODGE 506 RECEIVED
SPOTLIGHT GRANT

Submitted by Secretary Henry Hosselkus
Creede Elks Lodge 506 received a $2,000 Spotlight Grant
to help the Early Learning Center with lunches for the
students, books, videos and tuition to help families.
We had a Halloween booth in front of the Elks Building
and gave away treats. And Santa gave presents to the
children in the city park.
The Creede Elks donated $410 in conjunction with
the Ladies Aid Society contribution to put money in
each Christmas card for the Veterans at The Colorado
Veterans Center at Homelake in Monte Vista. One of our
members, Carl Savely and his wife Jill, donated $500 for
Wreaths Across America. We placed eight wreaths at the
Veterans Memorial Park in Creede and the 26 were placed
at Homelake Cemetery. We also donated $1,000 to the
Creede Early Learning Center for medical needs.
Our Lodge also initiated two new members in December
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TELLURIDE ELKS
PUTS GRANTS TO
GOOD USE

Submitted by
Cynthia Wyszynski
With the ENF Beacon
Grant, the Telluride Elks
Lodge was able to purchase
hotspots for local families
to more easily access the
internet, and art and
home PE supplies. With
our Gratitude Grant, they
held their Veterans Day Dinner "to-go," donated 25 Christmas
packages to veterans in the Grand Junction Community Living
Center (pictured), and donated to the local chapter of the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. They used the Spotlight Grant to
donate to the Telluride Compassion Campaign.

COLORADO ELKS NEWS

JANUARY 2021

LODGE NEWS | LAKEWOOD
GOLDEN
LAKEWOOD ELKS 1777
CHARITY IN ACTION

Submitted by Venita Collier, and our Charity
Committee, Betty Moore, chairman, Bill Fava
and Jerry Hilton.
October 21 chairman Betty Moore
and Venita Collier did the shopping for
our donation of goodie bags for Rocky
Mountain Regional VA Veterans Day
November 11, 2020. We bought lap
blankets, puzzles, games, treats of all kinds,
anything to help them during their stay.
Bill Fava delivered all of this to the VA on
October 22. The nurses there made the
bags and passed them out on November
11. This was a small yet worthwhile token
of thanks and support to our veterans.
We also did the shopping for Laradon Hall
donations on October 21. We purchased
many items that they needed. Sheets for
the housing buildings, school supplies and
six $25 gift certificates for Adopt-a-Family
Christmas gifts. Due to Covid-19 we were
not able to deliver the items to Laradon so
they sent people to our Lodge to pick up
the donations on November 6. Laradon
Hall has been one of our state projects for
many, many years. After Covid restrictions
are lifted, it would really be a worthwhile
trip for you to tour Laradon and see all the

to the homeless Mondays and
Wednesdays, up to 11:00 am.
They serve an average of 30 a
day. There is a food bank and
clothes the homeless can have.
We spoke with Todd regarding
what they do. Due to Covid
this year, sad to say, they do not
have a place to take homeless
on very cold nights as in the
past years. They do pick-up
food donations every week from
Target, Wal-Mart and Sprouts.
On the same day we proceeded to Action
Center where we presented a $1000 check
to John Covert, Director of Development
for General OPS and also a $1000 check
to John for Grub Club. He also gave us
a very extensive tour of the whole place.
It is so organized. The clothes are color
coded by different color hangers and each
week the clothing bank is redone with
items for the people to choose from. The
food pantry is large and is organized by
boxes of food for 5 days according to the
number of people in a family. The box is
then marked by number. Due to Covid, it
is a drive by and the boxes of food are premade. They serve 180 household families
a week. They also have an ebay set-up for
articles donated to them that
they cannot give out. On an
average it generates $2500 a
month for their funds. They
have 60 to 70 volunteers a day
and many of them have been
there for years. Since March
they have given out $700,000
in rental and utility assistance.
They will hit $1million by

good they do for the disabled children.
November 6 Betty Moore, Venita Collier
and Bill Fava hand delivered a $500 check
to Todd Graber, Office Manager of Mean
Street Ministry; an organization that assists
the homeless. They now have a large
cafeteria room where meals are offered
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the end of the year. Regarding the Grub
Club...this is done at Jefferson County
schools; putting the food in back packs
to help feed the kids and their families.
Distribution is twice a month to two high
schools, two middle schools and two
elementary schools.
Meals on Wheels was given a check for
$1000 from our Charity as well. Due to
Covid we could not schedule a tour and
mailed the check.
November 11 Betty and Venita delivered
$200 worth of turkeys for the Denver
Rescue Mission. This helped give a good
Thanksgiving dinner to many who are
homeless.
We have also helped our National Guard
family who are in need of prayers for their
child who has Stage 4 cancer.
This article was submitted so you could
see where your charity dollars go to fulfill
the Elks mission of loving our neighbor in
need, our community, and our veterans.
Above: Betty Moore, Venita Collier, Bill Fava and
John Covert, Director of Development for Action
Center. Far left: Venita Collier, Bill Fava, Betty
Moore with items donated for Rocky Mountain
Regional VA Veterans Day Goodie Bags. Middle:
Betty Moore, Bill Fava, Venita Collier with Items
for Laradon, our state project. Right: Todd Graber
Mean Street Ministry Office Manager, Betty Moore,
Bill Fava,
Venita
Collier.
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