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AN HONORED PAST – AN EXCITING FUTURE

Deadline for submitting articles for the August 2021 Colorado Elks News is August 1. Email to miriam.hansen1@gmail.com

With spring is in the air it is the start of  
a new fraternal year in our Lodges. 

This year is again unlike any that our Lodges 
have experienced in the past. Even though 
there is still some uncertainty - there is also 
much optimism. I encourage the new Lodge 
Officers to reach out to your membership and 
let them know that your Lodge is here to stay 
and we are reopening for business. Reach out 
to those dropped from your rolls and let them 
know that their Lodge is still a vital part of  
your community and that we need them back 
now more than ever. Start planning now for a 
“Pandemic Reinstatement Drive” in October 
& November. Your By-Laws can be revised to 
allow for a $1 reinstatement fee during these 
months. 
Your CEA State Association faced many 
challenges last year, but we accomplished many 
milestones as well. Our Veterans Programs 
continue to be a beacon of  light thanks 
to Chairman Troy Erickson and his hard 
working subcommittee chairs. CEA ENF did 
an awesome job and with final numbers still 
pending we are very close to hitting the $10 per 
member giving milestone. We received more 
Grant monies in return from ENF than ever 
before as well – great job Pete Frank and team! 
The Laradon Hall team remained committed 
and flexible in their mission to provide for 
some of  our most fragile citizens – Great job 
Alice Hilzer & team. I also commend the CEA 
committees that continued to promote their 
program despite the challenges of  this terrible 
pandemic. 
One of  the items that became quite apparent 
during the pandemic were the challenges we 

What exactly is the CEA Q&A 
HOUR you might ask?
Do you have questions that you didn’t get 
to ask during a break out session? Do you 
have a question for the CEA Trustees? Do 
you have a question for the CEA Board 
of  Directors?
Bring them to the Q&A HOUR!
We will be having a hospitality/learning 
session one hour prior to Saturday’s 
banquet. You can come and chat with 
CEA committee heads, officers and other 
members. There will be a cash bar and 
we will also have snacks available. 
This could be the best hour of  the whole 
weekend!

faced in communicating with our membership 
and Lodges. To that end, we are developing 
a “Communications & Media” committee to 
investigate and address how we can do this 
better as an Association. The goal of  this 
committee will be to address the communication 
issues, but to also bring our presentations at our 
CEA meetings into the 21st Century. If  you have 
knowledge or experience in these arenas, please 
reach out to me. 
 We are looking forward to seeing as many as we 
are allowed at the CEA Quarterly in Lonetree 
and thank you to all that work so hard to make 
Elkdom a vital part of  their communities. 

CEACEAQQ&&AAHOURHOUR
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START THE 
NEW LODGE 
YEAR WITH A 
PROACTIVE 
MINDSET
Message from the 
Grand Exalted Ruler
Paul R. Ryan

Stacey and I can’t 
believe that 

it has been nine 
months since this 

journey began for us. We feel that it has been an 
experience that has fulfilled us as Elks! Although 
our travels have been very limited, meeting all 
the wonderful Elks throughout this country 
during the trips that we have been able to make 
has been an absolute joy of  our life.
So as we enter into the Elks New Year, this is 
a time to reflect on making sure you get your 
Lodge in order. Being able to be proactive rather 
than reactive will only help you and your Lodge 
in the long run. How is this possible? Start with 
making sure to have some of  the following things 
in effect:
1. Review your bylaws and ensure that they are 
up to date and pertain to your Lodge’s rules and 
regulations.
2. Check your house rules and make sure they 
are up to date and approved by your Judiciary 
member of  your area.
3. Do a physical inventory of  all your personal 

property and make sure that you have enough 
insurance to cover it.
These are just a few items that need to be done 
in the beginning of  the Lodge year. That being 
said, it is not just your responsibility. Involve your 
officers and your Board of  Directors, too.
Lean on your best friend (Secretary) to make 
sure that you plan and cover everything. A 
good thing to also do now is to create a list for 
monthly “activities” — not just your charitable 
ones, but also your social ones. You should have 
a monthly event at your Lodge to keep Members 
involved, to raise funds to pay bills, and to help 
in the community.
We are so excited that the National Hoop Shoot 
competition will be happening. It may be a little 
different as it will be held virtually. It is also for 
the 2019-2020 competition winners for regional 
competitors and national winners that advanced. 
That being said, keep an eye out for the future: 
The 50 year anniversary celebration will be held 
in Chicago next year for the 2021-2022 season 
of  Hoop Shoot. We all hope that we will have a 
normal Hoop Shoot for that season.
As you know my theme for this year is Creating 
Momentum for the Future of  Elkdom. Younger 
Members need to take this into consideration: 
You are the ones that are going to continue the 
tradition that this organization has to offer.
Stacey and I are looking forward to continuing 
seeing the great Elks throughout the country.
Please make a donation to our charities and we 
will be happy to share a pin with you.

Grand Lodge News
New year starts for community programs 
By Wayne D. Cotterly Committee Chairman
Congratulations to the incoming Exalted Rulers and Officers 
on being selected by the Members of your Lodge to lead 
its affairs in the coming year. With each new year comes 
excitement and new ideas to help conduct programs that 
support our youth and our communities.
The Grand Lodge Activities Committee has several programs 
that will help you to accomplish this goal, and our committee 
members are available to help answer any questions you 
may have. In addition, there is an abundance of information 
available on the Activities Committee page of elks.org to help 
get you started.
Programs such as the Soccer Shoot, Antlers, Scouting, Medals 
of Valor/Service, Junior Golf, Student Recognition, JROTC 
Recognition, Dictionary Project, Community Projects, and 
Youth Week are all available to help you reach out into your 
communities.

The programs listed above are only the start. Each Lodge can 
also develop their own programs that can be customized to 
provide unique support of local youth and to fill charitable 
needs within your community.
Now is the time to assure that your Lodge’s Activities 
Committee is active and that they are making plans to 
conduct youth and community programs in the coming year.
We encourage you to check out our programs, and to use 
them to engage with the people in your community. By doing 
so, you will be letting your community know that you are 
there to support them. In return, the people in the community 
will know more about who we are and what we do. We may 
pique their interest in possibly becoming Members of our 
Order.
Community involvement is the future of Elkdom, and the 
programs that you conduct to benefit the community will 
allow your Lodge to live up to our motto that Elks Care—Elks 
Share.
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1ST VICE 
PRESIDENT
Tom Root

GOOD NEWS! SPRING QUARTERLY A GO

What a year this has been and although 
things are improving, we are not out of  

the woods yet. The Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
has affected all of  us in one way or the other. 
I ask that you comply with the mandates of  
the President of  the US and the Governor of  
Colorado by washing your hands and keeping 
a 6 foot distance from each other and the other 
recommendations to slow the progress of  this 
pandemic. 
The decision on the Spring Quarterly had been 
made. Hurrah! The Spring Quarterly is a go. 
My wife, Rose, and I are really looking forward 
to seeing all who attend the convention. 
My wife, Rose, and I look forward to visiting 
the remaining four Lodges that we have not 
visited yet this year. Due to the COVID and 
weather we had to postpone our visitations. I 
repeat that it is totally amazing what the Lodges 
are doing in their communities and we look 
forward to talking with the membership and 
Officers in what their Lodges are doing in their 

communities.
I encourage you to propose your friends, 
relatives, co-workers, etc. to join the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of  Elks 
in your communities. It is extremely 
important that we work together to increase 
our membership. Let your prospective 
candidates know the good works we do in 
our communities. Remind the prospective 
members of  why you joined the Elks. By 
spreading the word of  the involvement of  
the Elks in the communities should excite 
people in joining this great Order of  Elks.

Remember that the Elks National Foundation 
is the Great Heart of  Elkdom. The goal of  the 
Grand Exalted Ruler, Paul Ryan, is $4.80 per 
member in giving. The goal of  the Colorado 
Elks is $10.00 per member in giving and all 
55 Lodges to meet the GER’s goal. As of  
03/26/2021 the State of  Colorado shows $9.255 
in per member in giving and ranks Colorado 
sixteenth (16th) in the Nation. Congratulations 
to all of  you who support the Elks National 
Foundation with your generous contributions. 
To the newly elected and installed Exalted 
Rulers of  your Lodges I congratulate you for 
accepting this great responsibility. Hopefully you 
have a full slate of  Officers and you have your 
committees filled. Please stress the importance 
of  Ritual in your Lodge. Remember that the 
Initiation of  your new candidates will be the first 
experience of  what goes on during the business 
session of  your Lodges. Have your Officers meet 
and practice all the Rituals of  the Order. It is 
extremely important that you and your Officers 
give an Impressive Initiation and that all know 
their Opening and Closing Rituals. 
As a reminder the Colorado Elks Calendar raffle 
is only $20 per ticket and for every ticket sold 
your Lodge will receive a $2.00 rebate. Once 
you have purchased your ticket and the money 
is received by the State Trustees and the ticket is 
registered, you are eligible to win on a daily basis 
many times for the rest of  this calendar year.
Finally, the Colorado Elks Association is here 
to help you, the Officers and members, and 
the Lodges. So please contact any of  the State 
Association Officers if  you need help or have 
questions or ideas. 

RITUAL COMPETITION AT QUARTERLY
Submitted by Jan Chambers 
PDDGER CEA State Ritual Chair
There will be State Ritual Contest Friday, April 
23 at Denver 17 Lodge starting at 10am.
We have 3 teams competing our first year 
back. A few items to note:
**Spectators will be allowed and will be 
required to be seated and social distance 
before contests start. You must wear your mask 
while in the Lodge room, our teams and judges 

are not required to wear masks. 
**There will be 11 o’clock toast, Jolly Cork 
and ER Flag Charge contests on Saturday 
starting at 10:30 at the Hotel. Again same 
rules as day before, wear your masks, social 
distance and be seated before contests start. 
We are looking forward to bringing Ritual 
back to Colorado and look forward to seeing 
everyone!!
Let me know if you have any questions.
303-918-0156

RITUAL CONTEST 

SCHEDULE

Friday, April 23 

at Denver 17

10:00 am
Salida 808

11:00 am 

Colorado Springs 309

1:00: pm 

Littleton 1650
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“Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call 
it a family: Whatever you call it, whoever you are, 
you need one”. - Jane Howard

Being raised around the Lodge and its 
activities and events has made a life-long 

impression on me. Today’s Lodge is not the 
same as the one I grew up with and even 
though the names and faces have changed 
with time something special always draws us 
back. 
As Elks we create and maintain traditions 
because they bring meaning to celebrations 
and foster special bonds. More importantly, 
traditions create positive experiences and 
memories for everyone by nurturing a 
connection and giving members a sense of  
belonging.
Our traditions that include families also help 
children understand who they are and what is 
important to the family to which they belong. 
Traditions create a connection for children 
that comes from feeling like they are part of  
something that is unique and extraordinary. 

To our outgoing officers – Huzzah! And 
kudos for getting through the most unusual 

year we will know in our lifetimes (we hope)! To 
our incoming officers – Congratulations! We 
can’t wait to help you develop your ideas for 
improving Elkdom!
Can you tell that I’m excited to be seeing you 
all in person again soon? Just like old times, 
right? But with masks! 
Call me a hopeless romantic, but I feel like 
this year we, as Elks, will be unstoppable. 
We’ll be able to get back into what makes us 
tick – outstanding charitable deeds and regular 
meetings. I’m especially excited to be able to 
start up my visitations again and join you on 
your own turf. 
As we plunge headlong into this new year, I’d 
like to take a moment to 1.) remember those 
we lost – never forgotten, never forsaken; 2.) 
breathe a sigh of  relief  that those who had 

“close calls” are still with us; and 3.) map out 
our priority goals before life gets crazy-busy 
again.
My goals this year are to put ENF grants 
to good use, reacquaint myself  with my 
community and its needs, and to help make the 
Colorado Elks Association more interactive and 
user-friendly.
Do you have a favorite Elks program that 
you’d like to become more involved with? Let 
us know! We’re always looking for passionate 
people for district and state chairs. Would you 
like to develop better leadership skills? The 
CEA is working on bringing their leadership 
program back to the lodges. Are you fascinated 
by board meetings? Join us for ours – the Friday 
afternoon before the quarterlies.
As Elks we're fortunate in that if  our January 
1st New Year's Resolutions don't work out, we 
can start fresh on April 1st.
So what are your goals for the 2021-22 year?

Lodge traditions which include all family 
members can even contribute to a child's 
self-esteem and enhance their well-being. 
By extending traditional events to all family 
members, you may find that future member or 
officer. 
The COVID-19 pandemic may have made 
it hard to honor some of  your Lodge 
traditions–especially when large gatherings 
are necessary–but it is also a good time to start 
new ones.
To create traditions for your Lodge, think 
about things that members and their families 
enjoy and build upon those things. Keep in 
mind, too, that traditions sometimes just form 
on their own. Some of  the best traditions 
happen by accident–you do something on a 
whim and the everyone loves it and wants to 
repeat it again. Before you know it, you have 
created a new tradition.
Maybe these new “Family Traditions” will 
lead to cultivating new members rather than 
recruiting them. 
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ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
UPDATE
Submitted by Peter Frank, PER 
Arvada 2278, CEA ENF State Fundraising Chair 

Happy New Year!!!  I mean Happy New 
Elk Year!
No point in looking in the rearview mirror 

except to see where we are coming 
from. The new Elk year has started, 
and we are off  and running. In a year 
when it looked like we were barely 
going to make the GER per capita of  
$4.80 per member back in January, 
the Colorado Elks threw open their 
arms and the doors to their Lodges 
and went right back to work. I recall 
looking at the January donation 
numbers and thinking that we are 
going to have an “ok” year and we 
will just have to get going sooner in 

2021-22. Then. March came!
Rumors of  ENF fundraisers started arriving 
and by March 14th the numbers were coming 
in and we were over $8.00 per member. 
We were Number 6 in the nation in total 
donations and we were still moving forward. 
When the next report came out on March 
22nd, I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. 
Colorado was up to $9.16 per member. 
Please understand that for us to add $1.00 
per member it takes $21,421.00 in donations. 
Phone calls to Lodges that were still a little 
behind the GER per capita revealed an even 
bigger surprise. Checks had been sent and 
more donations were still coming. To hit the 
State Goal of  $10.00 per member we would 
need $17,994.00. While we do not have any 
official results at this point, I believe we are 
very close if  not over to that goal. No matter 
what the end result is the Colorado Elks have 
stepped up in a way that has been great. Yet, 
not totally surprising because you are the 
Best People On Earth! And I am proud to be 
allowed to serve as your State Chairman.
This pandemic has taught us all a lot about 
ourselves and many things have changed about 
being and Elk and how we do the things we 
have seemingly always done. But as Americans 
we always emerge stronger and more resilient 
than ever before. As Elks we have adapted 
and overcame the worst of  it. Next is how we 

continue to work to make our communities 
stronger. 
This next year we are going to add a couple of  
ways to support our individual communities. 
More details will be presented at the ENF 
breakout session at the Spring Quarterly. Each 
District will have a part in these events. Stand 
by for more information.
Gratitude Grant opened April 1. This is a 
$2000 to $3000 Grant depending on eligibility.
Freedom Grant Opened April 1. This is $2500 
for the first 350 Lodges.
Spotlight and Beacon Grants open June 1.
Promise grant has been suspended.
Impact Grant Timeline had not been 
determined as of  this writing. More info to 
come.
Get your Grant applications in. This is money 
that you have earned through your Lodge 
donations.
2021 gives us the unique opportunity for 
a “Do-Over” or better yet a “Start-Over”. 
This last year we have been faced with 
thinking outside the box. Doing things like 
Zoom, GoTo Meetings, Skype. Fundraising 
without being in front of  a large crowd. 
Communicating via Social Media. We have 
had to change in so many ways. Take those 
lesson and let’s move forward with confidence 
and grit. Ask for help. Call me, call your 
district chairs, call your lodge chairs. We can 
set up a Zoom meeting just to talk out loud 
and share ideas.
We have initiated monthly ENF meetings via 
Zoom. We have discussed things like what 
is next, how we can help each other, virtual 
fundraising and much more. Meetings are 
being held the 3rd Thursday of  each month 
at 6:30 so some of  you who have Lodge that 
night can join for a few minutes before hand. 
Please let me know if  you want to be a part 
of  the meeting. Send me your questions and 
comments. Help make this useful to you and 
your lodge. I will send out a full agenda for 
all prior to the meeting along with the access 
information.
Remember charity is what we do, charity is 
who we are! Be proud of  what we have done 
and work to do even more. Thank you again 
for all that you do! Keep doing it!

COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION NEWS | ENF
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FINALLY...LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 
QUARTERLY!
Submitted by First Lady Kim Lenort
Wow...what a year it’s been! So many crazy things 
have happened and so many plans have changed! The 
good news is that we will finally be able to gather at 
the Spring Quarterly. 
I would like to invite all the spouses attending the 
Spring Quarterly who have nothing to do on Sunday 
morning to join us for breakfast. We always have a 
great time, and the food is always good too! 
At this breakfast, we will be collecting gift cards. The 
cards can be from Walmart, Target, King Soopers, etc. 
We will be dividing them up between the Colorado 
National Guard and Laradon Hall. Remember, you 
don’t have to bring a gift card to come to the breakfast 
and you don’t have to come to the breakfast to donate 
a gift card!
Allen and I hope to resume our visits to your Lodges 
in the near future. So, if  we haven’t visited you yet and 
you have a special event you would like us to attend, 
please feel free to reach out to us!! We love seeing Elks 
in action!!
Stay safe all and see you in Lonetree!

EAGER PIN SALES
EAGER pins for T. Keith Mills 

Endorsed Candidate for Grand Exalted Ruler 
are now available

Single pins or pendants $100 each
Pin and pendant set $150

2 pin set $150
**Includes an invitation to a “thank you” function 

at Grand Lodge in Tampa!
If  you are interested in purchasing, 

we will have them at the Spring Quarterly. 
If  you are unable to attend, please contact 

CEA President Allen Lenort 
lenort.elks@gmail.com

MITIGATION AND PREVENTION
Submitted by Tom Fraker, PSP State Membership Chair
Have I lost my mind? What does mitigation 
have to do with membership? Defined as: 
“It is a stage or component of  emergency 
management and of  risk management”. You 
are thinking that this must be an article about 
Rick Management. It is not! We are at a 
stage in our year where the emergency is lost 
members!
April 1 is past. Our state has lost approximately 
1775 members due to delinquency. Grand 
Lodge statutes allow us a 60 day window to 
convince members that they can pay 2020-
2021 and 2021-2022 dues and retain their 
consecutive year’s membership. It is a tough 
sell. Everyone has a reason: “I just don’t 
come down there anymore”; “I joined for the 
social aspect and you have been closed due to 
COVID”; or “My health and finances don’t 
allow it”. Your lodge officers can fix the last 
one. The Standing Relief  committee can meet 

and recommend that the lodge absorb the cost 
of  the Grand Lodge and state assessment. But 
changing mindsets in this tough time is rough 
to say the least.
So, what can be said about prevention? In the 
past, our state doesn’t seem to actively work 
the new fraternal year as far as membership 
is concerned until well after the State 
Convention. Our State Sponsor, PGER Amen, 
has mandated that our lodges utilize an active 
membership committee. Not the Exalted Ruler, 
not the Secretary, but a group of  concerned 
members to include the first two. Talk about 
membership, actively recruit new members, 
reinstate those that have dropped, use the OSG 
billing system offered through Grand Lodge 
and increase your membership.
Membership increases community involvement, 
increases lodge revenue and ultimately makes 
our world a better place. We must work harder.
See you at the quarterly,

CALDWELL IDAHO LODGE
PRESENTS

T. KEITH MILLS
FOR

GRAND EXALTED RULER
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COLORADO MAJOR PROJECT 
LARADON HALL
Submitted by Alice Hilzer Committee Chair
During the pandemic, Laradon has managed 
to have programs on campus for the school 
children. Adult programing was virtual. The 
teachers did an amazing job getting the virtual 
instructions out to the adult population. 
The CYC program, which is on campus day and 
night, has started on the wellness rooms which 
we funded. The gamming room is finished, and 
the program is expanding to more bedrooms 

which will make it available to a total of  twelve 
students. More staff  has been hired because of  
the complexity of  the clients. There is a 2-1 ratio 
for this program. 
See the new Wish List below for things that 
are needed at Laradon. Please bring some of  
the items to the quarterly in April. Stop by the 
Laradon Booth. We have a new flyer and holder 
for each lodge. Come to the breakout session for 
new updates, If  you have any questions we can 
help answer, just call Alice Hilzer State Chair at 
720-810-7779 or email ajhilzer@msn.com 

SCHOOL/ART SUPPLIES PERSONAL HYGIENE GAMES & ACTIVITIES SUPPLIES
Dry Erase Markers Baby wipes Board Games (Candyland, Life,   
Stickers Body wash Clue, Trouble, etc)
Glue Sticks Toothpaste Bubbles
Lamination sheets Toothbrushes Puzzles (12-48 piece)
Pens Face wipes Sidewalk chalk
Staplers Kleenex
Washable markers Shampoo and 
Velcro Conditioner
Three hole punch Deodorant
 
COOKING SUPPLIES: SNACKS: YOUTH CENTER SUPPLIES
Vinegar Granola bars Ankle socks for men and women 
Measuring cups Trail mix (black)
Measuring spoons Tide PODS Twin and Full Sheets
Plastic cooking utensils   Wired Earbuds
Pots/pans   Hand Towels
Towels   Washcloths
   Dishwasher soap
    Plastic cups
    Plastic plates
    

WISH•LISTWISH•LIST

We sincerely 
appreciate your 
support
To learn more about 
Laradon or to make a 
donation, please go to 
our website at 
www.laradon.org
Contact Alice Hilzer at 
ajhilzer@msn.com
or Tricia Day at 
tricia.day@laradon.org



RE-CREATION ENCORE 
CONCERT
It is exciting to announce 
that we have a Re-Creation 
Concert virtually lined 
up for Monday, May 10, 
2021 starting at 7:00 pm 
our time and will be live 
streamed via YouTube!! 
Please share with your 
membership, Lodge 
bulletin boards, Facebook 
pages, Instagram and 
email blasts.
Re-Creation will also be 
doing shout-outs for our 
Colorado National Guard 
Units that are deployed.

VETERANS SERVICES NEWS 
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THE VETERANS 
SERVICES COMMITTEE 
...would like to recognize 
Veterans of any branch 
who served between 
November 1, 1955 
through May 15, 1975 
with the Vietnam War 
Veteran Lapel Pin. 
We would also like to 
recognize the surviving 
spouse of any Veteran who 
served during that time. 
We will present these 
pins during the business 
session on Sunday. Please 
email us at CEAVETS@
gmail.com or stop by 
our breakout session on 
Saturday.

THE VETERANS SERVICES TEAM
CONTINUES THEIR SUPPORT
From Troy Erickson, CEA Veterans Services Chair 
We've been busy in these last few months. To 
date, we have delivered over 70,000 pounds 
of  food to the Air and Army National Guard 
units as special food 
pantries are set up 
prior to their drill 
weekends. We have 
also continued to 
sponsor end of  
mission barbecues 
for units and 
have begun pre-
deployment BBQs 
and Welcome Back 

BBQs for units that are deploying for one year to 
different spots around the world. Starting in May 
we will also begin supporting barbecues once a 
month for the families remaining back here. We 
are always on the look out for volunteers and 
lodges who would like to help, volunteer or who 
may be interested in starting these same events 
in their areas. Please email 
CEAVETS@gmail.com for more details.



VETERANS NEWS | ASPEN | EVERGREEN
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ASPEN ELKS DONATE $12,800 TO 
AID LOCAL VETERANS
Submitted by Katherine McMillan and Fred Venrick
The Aspen Elks Lodge 224 announced 

today that it is 
donating a total 
of  $12,800 to 
two organizations 
serving veterans on 
the Western Slope: 
the VA Western 
Colorado Health 
Care System and 
the VFW Post 
3981 in Grand 
Junction.
The funds will be 
used to provide 
meals, food boxes, 
hygiene boxes and 
clothing for needy 
veterans and 
Appreciation Bags 
for the residents of  
the Colorado State 
Veterans Nursing 
Home in Rifle.
Veterans living 

across the Western Slope, including in the 
communities of  Montrose, Delta, Cedar Edge, 
Grand Junction, New Castle, Debeque, Mesa, 
Fruita, Loma and Rifle are served by the 
organizations receiving the funding from the 
Aspen Elks.
Len Ladue, Commander of  the VFW Post 

3981 spoke out about the need for the help the 
Aspen Elks are providing: 
“The pandemic related restrictions on social 
activities have been especially challenging for 
our veteran population on the Western Slope. 
The need for supplemental food and personal 
hygiene products is constant and delivering 
these items to our Veterans allows for an 
opportunity to check on their welfare and 
identify additional needs. Whether we deliver 
a hot meal, a box of  food, a bag full of  snacks 
and crossword puzzles or a few rolls of  toilet 
paper, the Veterans are always so appreciative 
of  just being acknowledged for their service 
to our country. For many our Veterans, the 
feeling that they have been forgotten is real 
and something they live with every day. “ 
The Aspen Elks Lodge 224 has a long history 
of  serving veterans. Each winter, it sponsors 
the National Disabled Veterans Winter Sport 
Clinic held in Aspen Snowmass. Dozens of  
volunteers from the Lodge assist with snow-
related activities that the disabled vets enjoy. 
This year’s Winter Sports Clinic has been 
cancelled due to Covid-19. 
Last December, the Lodge donated over $2000 
to the VA Western Colorado Health Care 
System which it used for holiday food boxes 
that were distributed by the VFW Post 3981. 
Programs that will assist student veterans 
pursuing their degrees at Colorado Mesa 
University and Colorado Mountain College 
are also being considered for funding.

Above: VFW Auxiliary 
3981, Grand Junction, 
CO, Treasurer Judy Ladue 
and Beth Long, Activities 
Director of the Colorado 
State Veterans Nursing 
Home in Rifle, CO, get ready 
to distribute Appreciation 
Bags to the veterans in the 
home purchased with funds 
provided by Aspen Elks 
Lodge 224.

EVERGREEN LODGE FIELD OF HONOR
Submitted by Cynthia Barclay
Evergreen Elks Lodge will be holding their 8th annual Field 
of  Honor on May 15th at noon. US Flags are sold for $30 and 
information is sent in as to who the donor wants to honor. It could be 
a family member, a veteran, or anyone a person would like to honor. 
The flags are "planted" in the grassy area of  the parking lot with a 
tag explaining why that person is being honored. On June 14th, the 
flags are taken down and given back to the person who bought it.
If  anyone is interested in buying a flag and having it fly with many 
others, contact Cynthia Barclay at cjschnepp@aol.com or 
303-250-0483. Order slips must be in by May 1st. 



PAGE 10 COLORADO ELKS NEWS APRIL 2021

VETERANS NEWS | LONGMONT

LONGMONT ELKS LODGE 
DONATES TO THE VETERANS 
COMMUNITY PROJECT
Submitted by Allen Lenort Longmont Elks
Longmont Elks 1055 combined their Spotlight 
and Beacon Grants for a $5,500 donation 
to the Veterans Community Project (VCP) 
Longmont. This year's donation will directly 
support Veterans in the Longmont area dealing 
with issues associated with the pandemic. The 
VCP Longmont program will be starting a tiny 
home village in the summer of  2021 which 
the Longmont Elks have pledged to help build 
and support. The Village will feature 26 tiny 
houses and a 3,000-square foot Community 
Center. Each single residency home will be 
240-square feet; the Village's five family homes 
are 340-square feet and can sleep up to 7.
If  you need additional information, please let me 
know. 

LONGMONT ELKS FISHER HOUSE 
DONATION 
Submitted by Mike Gallardo
Mike and Marsha Gallardo of  Longmont Elks Lodge 
delivered over $500 worth of  food and products to Fisher 
House at the VA Hospital. 
Besides the food, the Elks Veterans Committee donated 
ten badly needed draft guards for the visitor rooms doors.
Pictured at right: Marsha and Khristi Barker, Fisher House Director.

Pictured in front of the tiny home model are from L-R: Allen Lenort - Longmont Secretary and Colorado Elks Association 
President; Paul Melroy - Executive Director VCP Colorado; Mark Ebersole - Longmont Leading Knight and Charity Chairman. 

THANK YOU FROM THE FISHER HOUSE

Mike, I wanted to thank you, Marsha and the entire 

membership of  the Longmont Elks for the amazing 

donation. It was greatly appreciated! Please pass on to 

your membership how much this donation means to 

the Fisher House and the family members staying here. 

I got a few families comment when we were putting 

everything away with a “Oh wow”. Happy Spring!

Khristie Barker, MBA
Fisher House Manager, VA ECHCS

Rocky Mountain Regional VA Fisher House



LODGE NEWS | GREELEY | LEADVILLE
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GREELEY LODGE DONATES
Submitted by Cathy Balltrip, Secretary
Greeley Lodge 809 donated a $3,500 ENF 
Gratitude Grant to the Glen Haven Volunteer 
Fire Department February 21. The grant money 
will be used to buy new and improved helmets 
for the volunteer fire fighters. The department 
is not a part of  any tax district and all funds 
received come from donations and fundraising.
The members also expressed their thanks for the 
hard work done by the department during the 
recent wild fires.

LEADVILLE LODGE 236
GRANTS ARE HELPING OUR 
COMMUNITY! 
Submitted by Leadville Lodge Secretary 
Belinda Anderson PER 
Reprinted from the Monthly Call 
Many of  you are aware that Jill Kerrigan 
received two big grants for our community. 
Totaling $7500, one grant will go to all first 
responders and the other to Cloud City 
Conservation Center. In the past years we have 
helped the Lake County High School football 
team, Full Circle, the Tabor Opera House, and 
Planned Pethood of  Leadville. 
If  you know my passion for animals, I was very 

proud in 2018 we were awarded the $1500 
Anniversary Grant for Planned Pethood. I just 
want to share with you what PPL is doing in our 
community. 
In 2020 alone, PPL provided $5,264.20 in 
medical assistance to qualifying families. They 
provided vouchers for financial assistance with 
26 spay/neuter procedures. They also provided 
$1,000 for the purchase of  rabies vaccination 
materials and veterinary assistance at our 
Leadville Animal Shelter. 
This is just one example of  how our grants are 
helping meet the needs of  organizations in our 
community! (Data provided by PPL) 
And, to be proud you're an Elk! 

Pictured above from left  
to right: State Secretary, 
PER John Hutson; Past 
State President Rich 
Stolte PER; Assistant Fire 
Chief, John Jaros; Fire 
Chief, Kevin Zagorda; 
Grant Coordinator, Jarrod 
Bays PER and Fire Board 
member, Eileen Croissant

GREELEY LODGE 809 also donated a $2,000 
ENF Beacon Grant to the Weld Food Bank. 
These funds will be used to buy food for children 
and families that are struggling because of  
COVID-19. Each $1.00 donated will buy four 
meals. Greeley DOES Drove 216 also donated 
$373 which was raised at their “Sharing our 
Love” fundraiser.
Shown from left to right: DOES President, Janet Schwab; 
Weld Food Bank Chief Executive Officer Robert O’Connor; and 
PER and PSP Rich Stolte



Everyone invited! • Motorcycles, 
cars, trucks, vans, hot rods

JUNE 12, 2021
Entry Fee $25 per person 

includes dinner and T-shirt
REGISTRATION 8:00-10:30 AM

Washington County Event Center
551 West 2nd Street Akron

POKER HAND TURN IN 
Event Center 4:30 pm sharp
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LODGE NEWS | LITTLETON | AKRON

AKRON ELKS LODGE TO HOLD 
CHARITY POKER RUN JUNE 12
Submitted by John Horn
In 2019 we had about 350 registered riders and 
are hoping for more this year. It is our hope 
that we can get some car clubs and anyone with 
a vehicle who can make the 185 mile route to 
participate. Great sponsors are providing the 
$8,400 prize money. There will be side raffles 
that the attendees can participate in. A firearm 
raffle, open only to registered riders, will be held 
at the event. 

LITTLETON ELKS DAY OF 
GIVING
Submitted by Angie Jackson
Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 was fortunate 
to receive several grants through the 
Elks National Foundation, giving much 
needed support to our community. 
The Lodge had a “Day of  Giving” 
where funds from three grants were 
distributed throughout the community. 
The Lodge received the Beacon Grant 
for GraceFull Café. GraceFull is a 
charity-affiliated diner with a pay-what-
you-can policy, where all are welcome 
regardless of  their ability to pay. 
The grant will provide much needed 
support for meals during breakfast and 
lunch. 
The Spotlight Grant was presented 
to the Food Bank at the Life Center-

Top: Littleton Elks 1650 
with GraceFull Café
Left to right Trustee Paul 
Gruber, member Robbie 
Gruber, ER Danielle 
VonFeldt, ENF Chair Cindy 
Hathaway, Chaplain 
Jimmy Stanley, GraceFull 
Cafe Founder Heather 
Greenwood, PER Robert 
Keyser
Middle: Littleton Elks 
1650 with Life Center 
Littleton 
Left to right: ER Danielle 
VonFeldt, PER Bob Keyser, 
Life Center Littleton Will 
Larsen, ENF Chair Cindy 
Hathaway, Chaplain Jimmy 
Stanley, member Robbie 
Gruber, Trustee Paul 
Gruber. 
Bottom: Littleton Elks 
1650 with Littleton Public 
Schools Foundation
Left to right: Chaplain 
Jimmy Stanley, ER Danielle 
VonFeldt, PER Bob Keyser, 
ENF Chair Cindy Hathaway, 
member Robbie Gruber, 
LPS Foundation Brenda 
Staab, LPS Foundation 
Executive Director Beth 
Best, Trustee Paul Gruber

Littleton which is an emergency, short-term food 
pantry for the able-bodied and a long-term food 
pantry for seniors, disabled individuals, homeless, 
and those suffering from long-term illnesses. 
They have a caring, welcoming team that offers 
encouragement for the future. 
Littleton Public School’s (LPS) Nutrition Services 
Emergency Feeding Program received the 
Gratitude Grant. LPS’s Emergency Feeding 
Program helps to support students and families 
by providing Grab-and-Go meals at more than 
25 sites across the district. The mobile meal 
distribution via school buses visits numerous stops 
along the district’s bus route. Funds will help to 
meet a basic need in our community, providing 
nutritious meals to children.
Littleton Elks Lodge 1560 thanks our members 
for their contributions to ENF that allows the 
Lodge to be able to apply and award grants in our 
community. Elks build stronger communities.

$8,400 GUARANTEED PAYOUT 
$1,000 high hand • 39 total payouts

7 card draw poker use best 5 cards, only 
one winning hand per registration

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Email Updates and More Information

john2nree@gmail.com
OR CALL

John Horn 970-554-0117
Nancy Maggard 970-630-9265

19TH AKRON ELKS
Charity Poker Run



LITTLETON ELKS SUPPORT 
SOUTH METRO PROFESSIONAL 
FIREFIGHTERS FOUNDATION
Submitted by Angie Jackson 
February 19, 2021 Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 
presented a check in the amount of  $1,450 
to South Metro Professional Firefighters 
Foundation (SMPFF). Funds were raised by the 
Lodge’s Veterans Committee, Youth Activities 
Committee, Ladies Auxiliary, and the PER 
Committee. 
The crew from South Metro Fire Rescue Station 
11 enjoyed a complimentary hamburger lunch 
with Lodge members at the Lodge’s weekly 
Hamburger Saturday. 
SMPFF is a Colorado non-profit designated 
to provide financial assistance to local first 
responders and their families in times of  tragedy 
and crisis. 
Above: Littleton Elks 1650 with the South Metro Fire Rescue 
Crew from Station #11 in Littleton, CO – February 6, 2021: 
Members of the Littleton Elks 1650 Veterans Committee, 
South Metro Fire Rescue crew from Station 11, PER 
Committee, and Youth Activities Committee
Left: South Metro Fire Rescue Crew from Station 11 Littleton, 
CO – February 6, 2021: Firefighter Kendra Keeley, Engineer 
Will Allen, Firefighter Matt Garcia, Paramedic Ryan Martin, 
Paramedic Jake Olson, Captain Troy Jasper, Chris Macklin – 
South Metro Fire Rescue Wellness Manager
Far left: South Metro Fire Rescue Crew from Station 11 and 
Elks enjoying a hamburger lunch: Firefighter Matt Garcia, 
Engineer Will Allen, Wellness Manager Chris Macklin, Elks 
Member Michelle Kastner, ER Danielle VonFeldt, Firefighter 
Kendra Keeley, Paramedic Ryan Martin, Paramedic Jake 
Olson, Captain Troy Jasper 

LODGE NEWS | LITTLETON | COLORADO SPRINGS

COLORADO SPRINGS ELKS LODGE
TIKI TIME RECEIVES $5,500 GRANT 
FOR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
Reprint from the Colorado Springs 309 Bugle
The Splasher’s Tiki Time committee was able 
to combine two grants from Grand Lodge and 
give our friends at Children’s Hospital Colorado, 
Colorado Springs a check for $5,500 in March. 
Lindsey Suggs, Children’s Hospital Foundation 
liaison, exclaimed, “Congratulations! The Elks 
crew is INCREDIBLE! Thank you, thank you 
from all of  us at Children’s Hospital.” 
The Beacon Grant and Spotlight Grant were 
awarded to Elks Lodge #309 thanks to the 
efforts of  the Tiki Timers. Through everything 

the lodge has endured during the pandemic, 
and despite not being able to host large scale 
functions or events, the Tiki Timers have gotten 
creative in their fundraiser efforts to support 
the Red Wagon program at the Children’s 
Hospital. Selling shirts, hosting benefit dinners, 
and applying for grants have enabled our lodge 
to continue to support this local non-profit and 
a program we have committed to funding. Stay 
tuned for upcoming ways you can get involved 
with the Splashers and Tiki Time fundraising 
efforts.
Follow us on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/
Elks309Splashers
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LODGE NEWS | LAKEWOOD | VICTOR

LAKEWOOD ELKS 1777 CHRISTMAS CHARITY
Submitted by Venita Collier, Betty Moore, and Bill Fava 
Christmas is a time when the Elks step up to help others. Even during 
these trying days of  Covid-19, Lakewood Elks 1777 still did the Food 
Baskets to help veterans and neighbors in need for a Christmas dinner, 
and toys for children young and teenage. We took on a partnership with a 
National Guard MP company who also asked for help with their toy drive 
for members of  their organization. Bill Fava compiled items on 
smile.amazon.com and a link was published in the Blast. Toys we did 
receive! Not only did we help the National Guard children and our 
neighbors but also a portion of  the toy sales profits were sent to St. 
Jude’s Children Hospital for childhood cancer research. We had many 
volunteers, Elks and non-Elks who donated money, food items, turkeys, 
and toys, during our Charity Drive of  October 1, 2020 thru December 
2020. We maintained social distance, wore the mask, packed the boxes, 

and delivered to 45 veterans on 
December 18 and the neighbors on 
the 19th. Proudly, this is what Elks is 
all about and we accomplished a great 
task. 
A huge thank you to all volunteers in 
any way large or small. God Bless All.

VICTOR ELKS LODGE 4H PROGRAM SPONSOR 
TRAINS YOUTH IN PROPER FIRE ARM USE AND SAFETY
Submitted by Donna Brazill 
With things opening up a bit in Teller County, the Victor Elks indoor shooting 
range is back up on a limited basis to train young shooters in the proper use of  a 
firearm and firearm safety. After two weeks shooting on bags and from a bench, 
they are now shooting from the prone position (as shown in photo to right). The 
next step is the shooters will move on to slings and add shooting jackets. The young 
shooters are coached by Bob Tyler who is a level 3 national coach. Elk Member 
and former officer, Chris Hanks, is the Elks' Lodge Certified Range Master.
The participating children who are 8 years and older will move into the local 4H 
program. The younger children will stay in the Elks program for another year 
and polish their skills. Over the years the 4H program in Teller County has had 
shooters go on to the University of  Alaska, University of  Alabama and US Army 
marksmanship unit. Quite a  resume to be proud of ! Victor Elks 367 has been a 
4H sponsor for the last 5 years, providing our small bore range for their use.
While everyone has found it challenging to shoot with a mask on, the adults on 
site are taking temperatures of  everyone in the range facility. The number of  
shooting positions has been reduced on the range from 6 to 4 to spread shooters 
out. The Lodge is providing sanitizing items for all. Seating for observing parents 
has been spread out to provide social distancing. Fresh air circulation is available through a 
side door. Masks are suggested for non-shooters. Tables and seating are sanitized to keep all 
participants as safe as possible.

Top: The group picture is 
the volunteers.
Middle left to right: Bill 
Fava, Jerry Hilton, Betty 
Moore, James Molnar and 
Venita Collier with the toys.
Bottom left to right: Justin 
Moore, Veteran, Emily 
Thatcher, Recreational 
Manager for Flats at 
2 Creeks and Manny 
Martinez, Veteran receiving 
the food baskets.
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YOUTH CAMP
Bob Keyser, Chair
Please come join the CEA Youth Camp 
breakout session and get a project 
update plus details for this coming years’ 
scheduled activities on the property.
• Meet and Greet April 25th 
• Family Dry Camping May 15, 16
• Children Camps June 25-27 and 
August 20-22 
The breakout session will be scheduled 
for one hour with two guest speakers, 
each from states with Elk Youth Camps. 
To stay up to date, 
select the Quick 
Response Code (QR 
Code) to the right or 
contact your District 
Chairperson.

COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION SPRING 2021 QUARTERLY

Spring Quarterly Banquet
The banquet is guaranteed to be jam packed with lots of fun! 

WE WILL BE SALUTING OUR VETERANS
• Celebrating our 

Elk and Officer of the 2019-2020 Year Winners 
• Announcing the State Ritual Contest Winners

Join us for a good time!

FRIDAY NIGHT PER 

ASSOCIATION DINNER

$15.00 Per Person

Please Pre-Register

Littleton Elks Lodge

Cocktails 6 pm • Dinner 7pm

MENU

Steak Au Poivre 

with a peppercorn cream sauce

cooked medium

Blackened Salmon 

served with a Mixed Salad, 

Parmesan Mashed Potatoes, 

Roasted Vegetables, 

Roll and 

Warm Apple Pie a la Mode

Open to all Members and their 

guests – NOT JUST PER’S!

SUNDAY MORNING
SPOUSE BREAKFAST
Hey Elk Spouses
Are you tired of hanging out in 
your room on Sunday morning 
waiting for the Business Session 
to be over?
Well...come join us for breakfast!
Breakfast starts at 9:00 Sunday 
morning. The cost is $16.
We have a great meal and 
enjoy some laughs. We also 
collect some donations for 
worthy causes. This quarterly 
we are collecting gift cards 
to distribute to the Colorado 
National Guard and Laradon 
Hall. Please join us. I would 
love to meet some new faces. 

From First Lady Kim Lenort

ELK OFFICER OF YEAR
Kathy Yost, Chair
Elk/Officer of  the Year will be discussing 
the new year ahead and the finalizing of  
our very wacky year.  Calling all current 
ER/Leading Knights 2021/22 and Past 
ER from 2020/21!  We know no matter 
what, our Colorado Elks have still been 
shining through this pandemic! Come 
share your stories!

CORE
PSP Ron Carpenter, Chair
The CORE meeting will be about the 
Obligation and its meaning.

LODGE SECRETARIES
Bill Hartless, Co-chair
The Secretaries Committee will be 
covering the reports that the Secretary 
must complete for the new Lodge year.  
We will discuss dues, transfer demits, 
and how to reinstate members. We 
have been seeing members reinstated 
the incorrect way and it is throwing 
the Lodge numbers off. Of  course, 
we will be answering your questions 
about the problems you are having. The 
Secretaries meeting will be two hours.

LODGE ACTIVITIES
Danny & Julie Wesseling Chairs
The activities meeting will be 
"Come join the Fun!" What 
does that mean at your Lodge?

GRAND LODGE 
CONVENTION
John Hutson, CEA Secretary
I'll share the lates information about the 
2021 Tampa Grand Lodge Convention. 
Housing, registration, changes required 
by Covid-19.

FRS SESSION
John Hutson, CEA Secretary
We will work with Lodges that still need 
help getting up to date with FRS.

SPECIAL PROJECT LARADON
Alice Hilzer, Chair
We will be going over what has happened 
with Laradon during Covid-19, plus the 
new things that will be taking place this 
year. Doug McNeill, CEO of  Laradon, 
will be one of  the speakers. Don't  miss 

his informative speech. Come by 
the booth pick up a flyer holder 
for your lodge.



REGISTRATION HOURS: Friday 1-9 pm, Saturday 8 am-3 pm, Sunday 7:30-8:30 am

GENERAL 
SESSION
Ballroom C & D 
Sunday 8:30 am

CEA SPRING QUARTERLY MEETING SCHEDULE  | DENVER MARRIOTT SOUTH | SATURDAY APRIL 24, 2021
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11:30
BREAK FOR LUNCH
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SALON B

Drug Awareness
Tom Chambers 

1st VP Root

Membership 
Lapsation 

Orientation
Tom Fraker, PSP

2nd VP Wyszynski

Veterans Service
Winter Sports

Colorado 
National Guard

2 HOURS
Honor Flight

Veterans to Work
Troy Erickson
Troy Young

Dustin Hulsey
1st VP Root

Accident 
Prevention Risk 

Management
Lodge Trustees/

Board of Directors
Nelson/Parsons

2nd VP Wyszynski

CEA 
Youth Camp

Bob Keyser
2nd VP Wyszynski

Laradon 
Hall

Alice Hilzer
2nd VP Wyszynski

Soccer Shoot
Jerry Minson

3rd VP McDaniel

Lodge 
Secretaries

2 HOURS

Bill Hartless
John Hutson

2nd VP Wyszynski

Lodge 
Activities

Danny and Julie 
Wesseling

3rd VP McDaniel

Meetings 
Commission 

Constitution & 
Laws

Jim Keyser
Jim Wolf

President Lenort

Lodge Bulletins
Mary Ragsdale

3rd VP McDaniel

Government 
Relations

Wayne Rogers
President Lenort

Elks National 
Foundation
Peter Frank
1st VP Root

Ritual
Ritual at Large

11:00 Toast
Jan Chambers

1st VP Root

Elk/Officer
Training

Steve Rysdam
1st VP Root

PAST
STATE

PRESIDENTS

C.O.R.E.
Ron Carpenter

President Lenort

DISTRICT 
DEPUTY

AND
DISTRICT 
LEADERS

HOSPITALITY/LEARNING SESSION 
ONE HOUR PRIOR TO SATURDAY 

BANQUET. CASH BAR AND SNACKS.

Business 
Practices

Mack Novosad
Tom Regan

3rd VP McDaniel

SATURDAY 
BANQUET
Ballroom A, B, C, D 
Cash Bar 6:30 pm 
Banquet 7:00 pm

WORSHIP 
SERVICE
Non-denominational
Ballroom C & D
Sunday 7:45 am

COFFEE AND 
DONUTS
Saturday & Sunday
7:00 am-8:15 am

SPOUSES 
BREAKFAST
Ballroom A
Sunday 9:00 am CEACEAQQ&&AAHOURHOUR

Grand Lodge
Convention
John Hutson

President Lenort

Youth Activities
Jeannette Rogers

1st VP Root

Elk /Officer 
of the Year
Kathy Yost

2nd VP Wyszynski

PER DINNER
Friday April 23 
Littleton Elks 
Lodge 1650 
$16 per person 
Cocktails 6 pm
Dinner 7 pm

FRS
John Hutson
CEA Secretary


