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PRESIDENT

THANK YOU! FROM ALLEN AND KIM LENORT

Deadline for submitting articles for the October 2021 Colorado Elks News is October 5. Email to miriam.hansen1@gmail.com

Thank you for allowing Kim and me to serve 
the Colorado Elks for the last 4 years. What 

a tremendous honor it has been. 
We have met so many wonderful people in our 
travels across this Centennial State. Sometimes 
it is tough to remember all the names but rest 
assured that we will never forget the faces and 
the tremendous efforts and accomplishments 
that you have shared with us. It continues 
to amaze me on how dedicated, driven and 
passionate our Colorado Elks are with their 
programs. 
Even with the challenges thrown at our Lodges 
during the last 19 months of  this pandemic, 
our Lodges have survived and, in many cases, 
thrived. I have discovered that Elks tend to be 
very resourceful folks. When the world throws 

WOW!!  WHAT A YEAR IT HAS BEEN!
From CEA First Lady Kim Lenort
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
every one of  the Colorado Elks who made the 
past four years so incredibly special for us. We 
enjoyed meeting so many of  you during our 
visits to your Lodges. For those Lodges that we 
have missed, we will do our best to continue to 
make those visits until we are done!
While we didn’t get to do all of  the things that 
we had planned for this year, we did accomplish 
some things. At the April Quarterly, we asked 
the spouses to bring gift cards to the breakfast 
and boy howdy did you all respond. I was able to 
present over $1200 in gift cards to Alice Hilzer 
and Troy Eriksen to distribute to Laradon clients 
and CONG troops.
As we approach the State Convention, there are 

up a roadblock and tells Elks that you can’t do 
things the way they usually do – Elks say, well we 
are just going to figure out another way to do it. 
And, the Elks DO IT! 
I want to take one last opportunity to remind the 
Elks of  Colorado to reach out to the CEA Board 
of  Directors and Committee Chairs when you 
need assistance in your Lodge. The dedicated 
Elks in these leadership positions stand ready to 
provide guidance to our Lodges when they are 
asked – but they do need to be asked. 
There are a few Lodges that we were not able 
to visit during our terms, but if  we missed your 
Lodge, we will get to you soon.
Again, we thank you for this opportunity in 
serving this great Association of  Elks.

a few items I would like to make sure you are 
aware of.
Friday Spouses Luncheon Join us for some 
fun and the opportunity to meet Grand First 
Lady Amy Mills. She is such a sweetie, I promise 
you will love her! We will be collecting items for 
Laradon Hall. If  you could please bring either 
school supplies or items from the Laradon wish 
list to the Spouse Luncheon. You can come to 
the luncheon even if  you don’t bring anything.
Friday Night Luau Bring your grass skirts and 
coconut bras and brush up on the hula skills!
Saturday Come and Go Coffee Please join 
us for a cup of  coffee or something stronger 
and some other goodies. It is an opportunity for 
myself  and the VP spouses, to thank you for all 
you do to support the CEA.
I look forward to seeing you all in September. 
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ELKS KEEP 
MOVING 
FORWARD AND 
MEETING THE 
CHALLENGE
Message from the 
Grand Exalted Ruler
T Keith Mills

Wow, what a fantastic opportunity to serve 
our great Order. I would like to first thank 

my wonderful wife, Amy. Without her love, 
support, and commitment this experience would 
not be possible. We both are very grateful to 
have been chosen to take this incredible journey. 
I would also like to thank my other family 
members. Knowing they are helping take care of  
our personal obligations at home during this time 
is a huge help to both of  us.
My theme this year is “Meeting the Challenge.” 
This past year was like no other in the history 
of  our Order. With the ongoing COVID-19 
situation, I want to congratulate local Boards 
of  Directors and members for their efforts in 
continuing Lodge operations and remaining 
active in their community. Thank you for taking 
and showing pride in our Order. Not only could 
we not meet regularly, but we all experienced a 
crash course in virtual meetings.
Summer is still upon us, but fall is closing in. Now 
is the time to begin planning Lodge fall activities. 
For example, begin working on a school supply 
program, or start one if  one is not available in 
your community. This is an opportunity to engage 
with your schools, help children who need it by 

providing critical school supplies, and lay the 
groundwork for other Elks youth programs (e.g., 
Hoop Shoot, scholarships, drug awareness).
This year, my goal for Elks National Foundation 
will remain at $4.80 per Member. I know this 
goal is easily obtainable since we have more than 
doubled this number for many years now. The 
stronger your Lodge, the greater benefit to your 
community. With the various grants from the 
Elks National Foundation, we can readily add 
to existing Community Service Projects. Today, 
our communities need us more than ever. There 
are always projects that could use our help to 
strengthen the charitable works we do. For some 
ENF Grants, your Lodge just needs to apply. 
Others are competitive. However, ENF personnel 
are there to assist you with these proposals.
The Elks Most Valuable Student applications are 
now open and online. Create a little explanation 
sheet or download one from elks.org. Then call 
your high school counselors to inform them of  
our program and where they can direct their 
seniors for the eligibility requirements and 
application. Follow up that call with a small letter. 
Remember we also have the Student/Teenager 
Month and Year Program. This is one way for 
your Lodge to recognize high school students 
for their work and volunteerism. Look into this 
program within the Grand Lodge Youth Activities 
Program Manual.
Finally, this week, visit Elks.org. Under the 
Fraternal Committee, print off  the “Patriotism 
Week Proclamation.” Have your city mayor sign 
it to proclaim September 6-12, 2021 as National 
Patriotism Week in your town. Then, use this 
opportunity to encourage new Members to join 
our great Order. 

SALIDA LODGE AT GRAND LODGE CONVENTION
Submitted by PER Ginny 
Gorman, Esquire Salida 808
Salida Elks Lodge 808 
Ritual Team competed at 
Grand Lodge in Tampa, 
Florida and placed 3rd in 
the Western Division, 6th 
in the nation. 
Officers from left to right: Valery 
Hasselbrink (Inner Guard),  David 
Vigil (Exalted Ruler), Sam Johnson 
(Candidate), Mark Gorman (Loyal 
Knight), Debbie Johnson (Lecturing Knight), Brenda Beach (Leading Knight), Brandi Pugh (Chaplin) and 
Ginny Gorman (Esquire). Not pictured: Coach Erik Colard.
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COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION NEWS

1ST VICE 
PRESIDENT
Tom Root

THIS YEAR'S COLORADO ELKS 
ASSOCIATION RECAP

It has been an extremely tough year for all 
the Lodges and all the members due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. I am encouraged 
at reading and hearing about the great 
job the Lodges are doing in keeping their 
Lodges afloat and at the same time doing 
such great work in their communities. This 
truly reflects ‘Elks Care – Elks Share’. 
It’s hard to believe that my third year as 
a Vice President of  the Colorado Elks 
Association is coming to an end. My wife, 
Rose, and I have had phenomenal times 
visiting Lodges and we look forward to 
visiting the rest of  the Lodges in the coming 
year. I have learned more and more about 
our state association than I thought possible. 
We do have great members and leaders in 
our association who are leading our order in 
the many programs of  the state association. 
As this new fiscal year starts, there will 

be continuing state and district 
chairs and there will be new 
state and district chairs. Please 
use these individuals to further 
the programs in your Lodges. 
All chairs have accepted great 
responsibilities and need your 
help in their efforts to continue 
their programs.
I look forward to, hopefully, 
becoming your President of  the 
State Association at the State 
Convention in September. The 
new fiscal year presents new 
challenges which I am looking 
forward to accepting.
Membership in our order is of  
extreme importance. I ask each 
of  you to talk with your family 
members, friends, co-workers, 
next-door neighbors, etc. Each 
of  you, as members of  the Elks, 
is continuing your membership 
for your specific reasons. Let 
those who are not members know 
why you are an Elk. Let your 
prospective candidates know 
the good works we do in our 
communities. By letting these 

potential members know our involvement in 
our communities should excite them to join 
our order. Overall our state has lost many 
members this past year. So I am asking each 
of  you to assist in contacting those members 
who were dropped and try to convince them 
to reinstate their membership. 
In regards to Elks National Foundation, 
congratulations to all who support the Great 
Heart of  Elkdom. The state of  Colorado did 
meet the per-member giving goal of  the Past 
Grand Exalted Ruler, Paul Ryan, with a final 
total for 2020-21 of  $9.862 per member. 
Our State ENF Chairman, PER Pete Frank, 
had a requested goal for the year of  $10 
per member; and, as you can see, Colorado 
was very close even through the pandemic. 
Thank you for your generosity. I ask that 
you continue to make contributions to ENF. 
Our new Grand Exalted Ruler, Keith Mills, 
has announced that the per-member giving 
goal for this fiscal year is $4.80. I am asking 
you to help make the goal this fiscal year of  
$10 per member in giving for the state of  
Colorado and I have faith that all of  you 
will help to make this goal. 
As many of  you know that ,due to the 
pandemic, all the district ritual contests 
were cancelled. A State Ritual Contest was 
held in April of  this year and Salida Elks 
808 Ritual Team won the state competition. 
They then proudly represented Colorado 
at the National Ritual Contest in Tampa, 
Florida. Congratulations, Salida Ritual 
Team, on a great performance. Please 
consider practicing ritual at your Lodges as 
we all want to impress our new members. 
Also please consider entering the state 
competition.
As a reminder, the Colorado Elks 
Association is here to help all members and 
all Lodges. So please contact any of  the 
officers if  you need help or have questions, 
ideas or suggestions. Thank you for 
allowing me to be your 1st Vice President 
of  the Colorado Elks and I look forward to 
continuing the goals of  the State Association 
as, hopefully, your State President.

Hey Elks Spouses!
 From First Lady Kim Lenort

Welcome to the Colorado Elks 
State Convention 

You're cordially invited to attend...
THE SPOUSES LUNCHEON

Friday September 10
1:00-2:30 pm

$16 per person
We will be celebrating the past 
CEA year and looking forward to 
the next. This will also be a great 

opportunity for you to meet 
Amy Mills the Grand First Lady.

We will also be collecting school 
supplies for Laradon.

COME & GO COFFEE
Saturday September 11

9:00-10:30 am
All are welcome • No cost

Join us for some coffee and a 
continental breakfast. 
We will be welcoming 

Grand First Lady Amy Mills.
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REMEMBRANCE OF YEAR PAST

2ND  VICE 
PRESIDENT
Cynthia Wyszynski

ON THE ROAD

3RD VICE 
PRESIDENT
Geff  McDanieli

PAGE 4 COLORADO ELKS NEWS AUGUST 2021

It seems like I went from 0 to 100 in a hot 
minute! After not being able to visit anyone in 

a year, I made it to seven lodges over the course 
of  three back-to-back weekends. Then Michael 
and I traveled to Tampa for Grand Lodge 
Convention, where we were able to see even 
more wonderful Colorado Elks!
As we barrel along through this new year, it’s 
great to see Lodges doing their fundraisers 
again. Don’t forget – there are Elks National 
Foundation grants available to help your 
community. Beacon Grants and Spotlight Grants 
are available to every Lodge, and the Gratitude 
Grant is available to every Lodge that met the 
ENF per capita last year. You can get detailed 
information about the grants at www.elks.org/
enf. Don’t miss out on this great resource!
Another great resource for your Lodge is the 
Grand Lodge Billing Renewal Program. Our 
Lodge has been using it this year, and not only 
does it take a lot of  pressure off  the secretary 
to be constantly mailing dues statements, but 
our members also respond well to it! The cost 

is minimal, and early research seems to point to 
a greatly decreased delinquency rate in Lodges 
that are using this program. If  your Lodge 
hasn’t joined this program yet, you can get more 
information on it on the Elks.org website, in the 
Membership Toolkit.
Laradon is in need of  school supplies. If  you 
would like a specific list, please contact myself  or 
State Chairman Alice Hilzer. Donations will be 
collected at the State Convention.
Thank you to all the Lodges that graciously 
hosted Michael and I this summer. We’ve 
enjoyed our visits immensely. Thank you to 
State President Allen Lenort and Kim Lenort 
for leading us through another wacky year with 
grace, intelligence, and humor. They are the 
epitome of  “Good Elks.” And congratulations 
to State Sponsor Past Grand Exalted Ruler John 
Amen on his new position on the Elks National 
Foundation Board of  Directors.
I’m looking forward to seeing all of  you and 
meeting Grand Exalted Ruler T. Keith Mills and 
First Lady Amy Mills at our State Convention in 
September!

Unless you grew up vacationing in exotic 
luxurious locations, you likely have at least 

one childhood road trip story that you’ll never 
forget, whether it was just that fun, or that bad, 
or just memorably dramatic.

“Why aren't we flying? Because getting there 
is half  the fun.” Clark Griswold: National 
Lampoon's Vacation

Most of  my childhood road trip stories didn’t 
involve that much driving as my parents would 
pack up the old Silver Eagle Camper and we 
would travel three hours to some campground 
for a three-day weekend. That was about all 
my poor mom could take. Three rowdy boys 18 
months apart in age; it is a wonder my parents 
didn’t leave us for the wild animals to raise. 
Then again maybe they did, for a while. When 
we got a bit older, my mom stepped aside, and 
the weekend campouts were replaced by Scout 
trips. 
There was one summer where the drive was 
longer, and that year I gained an appreciation 
for the journey not the destination through life. 

We rode on the cab-over bed in the camper with 
the windows open and blowing in our faces. 
We looked at mountains, rivers and other cars 
passing us by. And of  course, we played “slug-
bug!”

Psalm 18:10 - He mounted the cherubim and 
flew; he soared on the wings of  the wind.

Bonding over a shared experience and a few 
bruises is one way we can describe the Elks 
Experience. Like minded individuals doing 
charitable deeds, sharing the experience of  
helping a veteran, a child or a neighbor in need 
brings us closer together. There are times we 
grow weary. At times tension rises between us. 
Our human condition causes our emotions to 
best us. If  we remember we are family, we can 
overcome the challenges we encounter on life’s 
highway the same way three brothers survive a 
semi-truck loaded with new VW Beetles. SLUG 
BUG!
Be an Elk. Take the high road. Invite others to 
go down the road with you. 
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ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
UPDATE...WHERE THERE'S A WILL 
THERE'S A WAY
Submitted by Peter Frank, PER 
Arvada 2278, CEA ENF State Fundraising Chair 
Greetings! The world is slowly reawakening 
and ENF is positioned to be the front runner 
of  support for all our communities. Is your 

Lodge ready? Have you applied for 
all the grants you can get? Have you 
delivered all your Most Valuable 
Student information to the high 
schools? How many students have you 
directed to the MVS Scholarship web 
pages? Have you started planning 
for fall and winter? Are you in your 
communities talking about all that we 
do and how we can help? The need is 
great and Elks National Foundation is 
there to take a bite out of  that need. 
We ended the 2020-21 year with a 

great big bang and are poised to roll right 
through it in this Elk year. But to be successful 
we all need to step up and make it happen. 
Recently, I have heard the following comments 
from members!
• We haven’t applied for any grants yet 
because we are not sure the world will stay 
open. 

Hummm… Elkdom proved last year that 
where there is a will there is a way.

• We are afraid to go out into the community, 
there is too great a risk. 

Again, where there is a will there is a way.
• I don’t see how the Elks National Foundation 
helps me. 

It’s not supposed to help with Lodge 
financials. It’s not designed to provide pins, 
badges, or shirts to the members. ENF 
is there to support OUR Obligation of  
Charity to those around us.

I announced after the Spring Quarterly that 
the State of  Colorado Elk Lodges had more 
than $429,000 available in Community Grants 
to support our charity endeavors. As of  the 
writing of  this newsletter we have only applied 
for and received $95,500. Nineteen (19) CEA 
Lodges have still not registered their ENF 
Lodge Chairs. As of  July 31, 2021, we are 

more than $20,000.00 behind last year. 
I encourage all Lodges to step up and get 
your grants applied for, your Lodges chairs 
registered, and get those donations into Elks 
National Foundation. Our communities 
depend on it.
What are we going to do to help? Well, we 
have, (and you will vote on it in September,) a 
new strategy for getting into our communities 
to help. Each of  the six districts will be 
running a fundraising campaign designed 
to help each of  your communities. Each 
district will run a raffle designed to provide 
something a little extra to those communities. 
The raffle will give away free gas or groceries 
to members of  the community. Each district 
will have the option to design how the funds 
are distributed. Participating Elks will get ENF 
donation credit for selling the tickets. The 
hope is that this gives you as Elks a reason 
to stay in contact with your communities so 
that you are better prepared to help them 
as needed. Also, it helps to open the door to 
membership. You can not only give a member 
of  the community a chance to win something 
but to take a look inside our lodges to see all 
that we can do. By building that relationship 
you can now sponsor that person to become 
a member of  your lodge. More details are to 
come on this, and the kickoff  will be at the 
State Convention in September.
Committee Zoom Meetings are continuing 
and are the 3rd Thursday of  each month 
at 6:30 PM. Zoom meeting information is 
sent out the Monday prior. Share with your 
members because we love to have input from 
as many people as possible. Send me your 
questions and comments. Help make this 
useful to you and your Lodge.
We also have some exciting events coming 
later in the year so stayed tuned. Be the 
solution! Remember where there is a will there 
is a way!

COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION NEWS | ENF
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IS YOUR LODGE SUCCESSFUL 
WITH MEMBERSHIP?
Tom Fraker, PSP, State Membership Chairman 
I borrowed this quote from “John Wooden on 
Leadership”: “Success is peace of  mind which is 
a direct result of  self-satisfaction in knowing you 
made the effort to become the best of  which you 
are capable”.

• Has your Lodge done everything it can to 
realize a gain in membership? 
• Have I, as your state membership chairman, 
been focusing too much on the end result? 

In taking time to form a Member Management 
Team and recording your thoughts, 
ideas and actions you are by default 
making the best effort at what your 
Lodge is capable of. By being a 

IMPORTANT LEGISLATION FOR COLORADO ELKS LODGES
Submitted by Bill Fava, Lakewood Lodge Exalted Ruler
In Colorado, current law requires that we maintain two inventories of  liquor. 
Cabinet A is our daily usage of  liquor while cabinet B contains stock to be 
used for public special events. These inventories cannot be co-mingled. Senator 
Coram, along with Representatives Catlin and Will, authored a bill to eliminate 
the separate inventories thus benefiting all fraternal organizations in the state 
of  Colorado. This bill was signed into law by Governor Jared Polis and will take 
effect in September, 2021. Randy Martinez, a member of  the Lakewood Elks 

Lodge, was 
instrumental in 
coordinating 
the efforts of  
the Lakewood 
Elks Lodge 
to help push 
this legislation 
through. 
Carrie Mesch, 
PER, Bill Fava, 
ER, Chuck 
Chavez and 
Mark Preston 
testified before 
both Senate 
and House 
committees 
in favor of  
passage of  this 
legislation.

team and not just individuals you are making the 
best effort toward what your Lodge is capable 
of. We need to stop measuring our success in 
membership by a Plus One but rather in the 
effort we put forth. If  we finish the game and fall 
short of  our goal, at least we have the satisfaction 
of  knowing we did our best.
I firmly believe that Colorado Elks are fully 
capable of  accomplishing any goal if  we try hard 
and give our best effort. But when the sun sets 
and the brass ring is still just out of  our grasp, 
you can smile knowing that you gave it your best. 
That is success.
We are halfway through the fraternal year and 
there is still plenty of  time to work at success in 
membership. See you at the State Convention.

Front row: Chuck Chavez, Representative Marc Catlin, Senator Don Coram. 
Back row: Mark Preston, Carrie Mesch PER, Bill Fava ER, Randy Martinez. 
Missing from photo: Representative Perry Will.

IT'S A
LUAU!

Bring your grass skirts, 

Hawaiian shirts and your 

best hulu moves

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 10

CEA Convention Hotel

Denver • Marriott South
$30 per person

For more information 

contact CEA First Lady 

Kim Lenort



CEA VETERANS COMMITTEE 
CONTINUES PROJECTS AROUND 
THE STATE
Submitted by Troy Erickson,
CEA Veterans Committee Chair
The Veteran Services Team continues to be 
busy with several projects around the state. 

We are looking for 
members to fill several 
VAVS positions at 
state VA facilities and 
veteran nursing homes. 
Please contact Clayton 
Huffman or your 
District Chairs for more 
information. 

Our Women Veterans Program is going strong 
and recently partnered with the Salvation Army 
and Wee Cycle and will contribute 60 cases of  
diapers and 60 cases of  baby wipes to the VA 
for their Women Veterans Baby Shower!
Our partnership with the Colrado National 
Guard continues to grow and evolve. Thank 
you to the local Lodges who have either 
adopted a unit, or supported deployment 
barbecues and mid-deployment events to 
support children and families and who have 
hosted events at their Lodges for CONG 
leadership. We have been sponsoring stand 
up food pantries at the Denver and Colorado 

Springs armories and the Greeley 
Air Guard Station. We will be 
resuming these this fall and 
looking to expand to other 
armories as well. BG Clellan, 
our Adjutant General sends 
words of  genuine appreciation 
and is planning on visiting us at 
an upcoming quarterly.
We are approaching the 20th 
Anniversary of  9-11 and we 
will be selling Limited Edition 
CEA  9-11 Challenge Coins. 
We will be forming a team 
to participate Saturday 
morning in the Memorial 
Stair Climb in Blackhawk. 
For members wishing to 
attend, we will send out 
information to Lodge 
Secretaries.

Friday, September 17, 2021 is National POW-
MIA Recognition Day. Please take time to order 
this year's posters and display them in your 
Lodge and around your communities to help 
raise awareness and educate folks on the hard 
work that the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Office continues to do around the world.
The Colorado Elks Association is a formal 
partner through the Department of  Defense 
with the Vietnam War Commemorative 
Program and we have had a few Lodges host 
events. If  your Lodge is interested, please contact 
your District Veterans Chair, and they will order 
all the supplies for you and assist with your 
event!
Wreaths Across America is around the corner 
and there is still time for your Lodge to become 
a Lodge Coordinator and adopt a cemetery. Our 
team is available to help get you started. This 
is a great way to involve community members 
and remember the veterans buried in your local 
cemeteries. This year’s event is on December 
18, and the theme is “Live up to their Legacy”. 
Please reach out to your District Chair for more 
information.
Hunting season is upon us and Dan Daigle has 
been working hard to get ready. Thank you to 
those Lodges who are already collecting hides. 
We are ready to help any other Lodge get started 
collecting hides or reach out to local outfitters 
and butchers who will collect them for you.
The 140th Air Wing Day will be Sunday, 
September 19, 2021 and will be at Buckley 
Space Force Station and Greeley Air Guard 
Station. The Colorado Elks have been invited 
and we are looking for Lodges to volunteer and 
be a part of  this great day.
Lastly, we are asking each Lodge to send us a 
good point of  contact for someone we can share 
information with as it becomes available. We 
realize how busy the ER and Secretaries are 
and want to make sure everyone gets involved. 
Please email us your designated Lodge Member 
to CEAVETS@gmail.com. If  you also wish to 
be on our mailing list, please send us an email to 
the same address.

COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION VETERANS NEWS

The screenwriter and 
director of OilDale in 
partnership with the 
Colorado Elks will bring 
OilDale to your community 
to help raise awareness 
of Veterans and all that 
Elks do to serve our 
communities.  If a Lodge is 
interested in being a part 
of the Tour, please contact 
the Veterans Committee. 

The Veteran Services Team 
has a Limited Edition CEA - 
9/11 20th Anniversary Coin 
and will start selling them 
at the State Convention.
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VETERANS NEWS

Above: THE "FIRST 
SHIRT" OF THE 140TH 
AIR WING
Lucas Vanderwerff, 
also an Elks Candidate, 
stopped and took 
a picture with Elks 
from Idaho Springs 
607, Evergreen 
2363, Littleton 1650, 
Lakewood 1777, 
Golden 2740 and 
Arvada 2278 after 
sponsoring a barbecue 
at the Icebreaker 
for the 56th Annual 
National Softball 
Tournament hosted 
by the Colorado Air 
National Guard.

Right: DENVER AREA 
ELKS LODGES AND 
ANTLERS joined with 
the CONG Chaplain 
Corps in their March to 
End Hunger. Collectively 
the Elks donated over 
3,000 lbs of food.

Left and below: 
DEPLOYMENT AND 
SUPPORT BBQS 
continue at CONG units 
between Greeley and 
Pueblo.

Bottom right: THE 
BPOE JROTC MEDAL 
was awarded by Idaho 
Springs Elks Lodge 
607 to the Ridge View 
Academy JROTC Color 
Guard for supporting a 
week's worth of events 
in Idaho Springs.
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“WHEN THEIR SERVICE ENDS 
OURS BEGINS”
Submitted by Fred Venrick, CEA Veterans Committee
Welcome brothers and sisters to the Aspen Elks 
224 contribution to our state newsletter. Our 
focus this last year has been helping veterans and 
their families on the Western Slope.
Many of  these veterans live in some of  the 
smaller towns between Glenwood Springs and 
Grand Junction, and have fallen through the 
cracks in their communities. We have created 
fifteen different programs ranging from the 
C.O.N.G. to Women Veterans and raised 
$35,000 to help our veterans and and their 
families with rent, food and clothing. We also 
contributed another $5000 in food coupons and 
items such as towels, sheets and comforters for 
our homeless veterans.

FORT COLLINS ELKS 
REMEMBER VIETNAM 
VETERANS
Submitted by Kay Rios, Fort Collins 
Elks Public Relations Chair
Fort Collins Lodge 804 
members spent their 2021 
Memorial Day reading the 
names of  soldiers lost in 
Vietnam at the Veterans Plaza 
at Spring Canyon Park. The 

Photo at left: PER Tony Bonanno read the names of those 
veterans who appear on the wall installed at the Veterans 
Plaza in Spring Canyon Park.

DONATION TO FISHER HOUSE
Submitted by Mike Gallardo, Veterans Chair 
Longmont Elks
On July 15, 2021, Longmont Elks 1055 
provided $521 worth of  groceries to the 
Rocky Mountain Fisher House pantry. The 
Colotado State Elks Association generously 
provides funds used by this charity that helps 
families of  disabled veterans who are staying 
at the VA hospital.

Due to the pandemic, our honor flights program 
for Vietnam veterans has been put on hold until 
April 2022. 
As September approaches, it’s back to school 
for many of  our veterans and they will benefit 
from our scholarship program for veterans at 
Mesa Community College in Grand Junction 
and Colorado Community College in the 
Roaring Valley. We have contributed $4700 to 
each institution to help our veterans further their 
education.
In other news, George and Juleah Markatos, two 
members of  our VSC team, held a barbecue for 
the Rifle Lodge where they bought, cooked and 
served the food. Their efforts raised $3000 for 
the Lodge to purchase a new furnace.
Never forget: “Home of  the Free Because of  the 
Brave”

American Veterans Traveling Tribute Wall 
was escorted into Fort Collins and set up on 
Wednesday, May 26. On May 31, Lodge 804 
members took turns announcing names etched 
on the Memorial Wall. At the closing, a prayer 
was said followed by a 21 gun salute and TAPs. 
This reaffirmed the Elks belief  that “As long as 
there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of  Elks will never forget them.”

Pictured left are Fisher House Assistant Director 
Wanda Carter and Longmont Elks Veterans Chair 
Mike Gallardo
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ATTACK COMPANY CARE PACKAGES DELIVERED 

Dear Elks members of  Longmont Colorado,

I am writing from Saudi Arabia with more than 

thanks! We have received the truckload of  care packages 

you have sent! The Soldiers were excited to receive 

these items and really have a taste of  home. There 

were enough for all Soldiers to share and use for several 

weeks. Your care packages are now found at each of  our 

posts that a Colorado Soldier is at. I personally have 

one at my desk that I share with everyone who comes 

in. The cards with hand written signatures are also a 

great touch. They are hanging up throughout our area.  

I can't express the gratitude we have for your gifts. 

They were uplifting and motivating. At right is the 

initial picture taken upon arrival. We have been asking 

for more pictures of  our Soldiers to send to you. 

Thank you again for the support with ATTACK Company and our Soldier Family Readiness Group. If  we 

need anything more we will reach out. If  there is anything you would like more of  from us please let me know!

Very Respectfully,
Brian Howard CPT, IN Commander

ATTACK/1-157th IN(MTN)

BOULDER ELKS COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS
Submitted by Rick Steiniger, Bulletin Chair Boulder 
Lodge 566
Boulder Lodge utilized the ENF Freedom Grant 
to donate $2,500 to the Veterans Community 
Project which is located in Boulder County. This 
project will be building “tiny homes” for veterans 
who are living in their cars and in the street. 

From left: Suzanne O’Leary Treasurer Boulder 566, Jennifer Vance, Paul Melroy Executive Director VCP 
Colorado, Liz Mueller Director of Development VCP Colorado and Cammy Cadwell Director Longmont 
Veterans Community Project

In addition, the Food Drive held on June 12 and 
13, 2021 at the Safeway in North Boulder was 
a great success. Jennifer Vance and volunteers 
collected 14 shopping carts full of  donations for 
EFAA for their food pantry. 
SamVance said, “We asked, Boulder responded. 
Thank you all for a fine job."
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LAKEWOOD ELKS 1777 VETERANS 
COMMITTEE USED THE SPOTLIGHT 
GRANT FOR A GREAT PROJECT
Submitted by Venita Collier
This year the Lakewood Elks 1777 Veterans 
Committee used a $2000 Spotlight Grant to 

continue and complete the Flats at 2 Creeks 
project which was started last year for our 
adopted veterans. The project fell under 
the category of  Adopt-a-Haven in the ENF 
guidelines and was approved by the Flats 
directors in prior meetings. We applied for the 
grant with the Elks National Foundation and it 
was approved.
June 24, 2021, Bill Easton, John Mitchell, Cliff  
Fejfar, Richard Harris, John Collier and Venita 
Collier brought their tools, moved the items to 
the roof  and assembled everything in no time 
flat with the assistance of  Emily Thatcher, Flats 
Residential Care Coordinator and Maintenance 
Director Darrin.
Last year we were able to put in one 6’ 
rectangular and one 46” round commercial 
perforated steel patio tables. This year, thanks to 
the grant money, we also added two 6’ and one 
4’ commercial perforated steel benches, three 
large flowerpots with soil and two commercial 
trash cans. In addition, the roof  has eight 2x4’ 
garden beds with a drip system. The veterans 
can use them to raise vegetables, herbs etc. 
Many thanks to all the workers who helped 
with this project. We were pleased to be able 
to use our Spotlight Grant again this year for 
such a worthwhile undertaking. The veterans 
are thankful to be able to sit and enjoy the roof  
throughout the year. The project was finished 
just in time for the July 4th fireworks. 
Thanks all who donate to Elks National 
Foundation. This is just one example of  the good 
works funded through the ENF donations for 
our grants.

Shown above from left 
to right: Cliff Fejfar, Bill 
Easton, Venita Collier, 
Richard Harris and John 
Mitchell.
At right: Cliff Fejfar and Bill 
Easton work on assembly.

CANON CITY LODGE 610 HOLDS US 
ARMY SWEARING-IN AND SEND OFF
Submitted by Lucinda Olsen, Exalted Ruler
This was the first time Canon City Elks held this ceremony 
at their Lodge. The photo at left was taken on the Lodge 
floor. In attendance were PER Tim Grabin, three Army 
captains from Fort Carson, ER/PER Cindy Curry Olson 
and Trustee Darrell Koenig (in blue shirts).  Jackson Law, 
from Salida Colorado, was sworn into the United States 
Army. Members of  the American Legion, the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Veterans of  Foreign Wars, Parents of  
Military of  Fremont County and Cañon City City Council 
were also in attendance.
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ER Sheldon Bennett and Drug Awareness 
Chairperson Shanon Conley were proud to present tablets 
to poster winners at Cresson Elemenary Schools end of  year 
assembly.
Pictured at left are 4th grade winner Charlie Shaw, 3rd grade winner Brisa 
Moreno. 1st Place winner Mikela Rankin could not attend the assembly.
Victor Lodge is also fielding a co-ed softball team this 
summer. Sporting the Drug Awareness color of  red on their 
shirts. The team plays every Monday evening against teams 
from area businesses.

DOUGLAS COUNTY ELKS AWARDS 
SCHOLARSHIP
Submitted by Alberta Saran, Lodge 2873 Scholarship Committee Chair
Douglas County Elks Lodge 2873 has awarded this year’s 
CEA Scholarship Grant of  $1,000 to Jessica Line. Her parents 
are Roy Line II, our Loyal Knight, and Jennifer Line, a 
Trustee. 
Jessica, who has dreamed of  being a teacher since she 
was in kindergarten, attends UNC in Greeley, majoring in 
Elementary Education with an emphasis in Special Education. 
She will graduate next spring and plans on starting her 
teaching career in Colorado Springs. When not studying, 
Jessica enjoys hiking, horseback riding, boating, and spending 
time with her family and fiancé.

VICTOR LODGE COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Submitted by Donna Brazill, Victor Lodge ENF Chair
Cresson Elementary needed a hand cooking for a couple 
hundred hungry children, staff  and parents at their end of  
year barbecue. Not knowing where to find the manpower this 
year they contacted Victor Lodge ENF Chair Donna Brazill. 
Emails and calls went out for burger and hot dog flippers plus 
face painters. Many thanks to the Teller County Emergency 
Management Director, his wife, Emergency Management 
Deputy Directory Becky Frank, and CCPD Police Chief  and 
dispatcher, Emily, for stepping up to help.
It was a beautiful day and lots of  fun for all of  us! We're on 
board to do it again next year.
Pictured above: Patti Angell, Don Angell, Teller County Emergency 
Management Director, CCPD Chief Bud Bright.
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LITTLETON ELKS 
LODGE 1650 HELD 
2ND YOUTH ART 
CONTEST FOR AREA 
RESIDENTS
Submitted by Angie Jackson
Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 
held a Youth Art Contest 
for residents in the Littleton, 
Colorado area. Two winners 
were awarded in each age 
group of  7-12 and 13-17. 
Each winner received a 
$50 Hobby Lobby gift card 
during an ice cream social at 
the Lodge on Sunday June 6.
The contest submission was 
electronic making entering 

LITTLETON ELKS 
LODGE EARNS 
$2,773 FROM LOCAL 
CITIZENS AT PAINT 
RECYCLING EVENT
Littleton Elks Lodge 1650 
held a third paint recycling 
event for the Youth 

Committee of  the Lodge. Nineteen volunteers 
made up of  Elks members and Boy and Cub 
Scout troops gathered 26 boxes of  paint, 
which weighed a total of  22,175 pounds, from 
approximately 150 vehicles. It will now be safely 
disposed by GreenSheen Paint, a leader in the 
latex paint recycling industry. In addition, local 

Right: Littleton Boy Scout 
Troop 456 member Dade 
Chaney helps with putting 
paint into bags.
Middle: Littleton Boy Scout 
Troop 456 member Harlan 
Ulmer carries donated 
recycled paint cans.
Far right: Littleton Elks 
1650 Youth Committee 
chairperson Chris Lukowicz 
directs cars to the paint 
recycling event.

Top: Maisy Beutler one of 
the two winners in the 13 to 
17-year-old bracket.
Above: Brooke Dawson one 
of the two winners in the 7 
to 12-year-old bracket.

the contest convenient and easy. The event 
provided the Lodge with positive exposure to our 
youth and families in the community.
The winners were: Age 7 to 12: London 
Mugleston and Brooke Dawson
Age 13 to 17: Maisy Beutler and Ella Wheeler.
Littleton Elks volunteers helped with judging 
the submissions, along with set-up, serving ice 
cream and clean-up at the ice cream social. A 
total of  eighteen entries were submitted and 
approximately 30 community members attended 
the prize ceremony.
“All the art submitted was amazing” said 
Christine Lukowicz, chairperson of  the Youth 
Committee at Littleton Elks Lodge 1650. 
Committee member Timmy Edens said, “If  we 
made one kid smile today, it was all worth it.”

citizens donated $2,773.25.
“We are going to allocate the money from this 
event to the continued support of  boy scouts, 
Sources of  Strength and the annual youth art 
contest,” said Chris Lukowicz, chairperson of  
the Littleton Elks Youth Committee. 
Karin Schwantz, the event director of  
GreenSheen Paint, said, “Were we to have 
emptied every paint can and filled new cans to 
the brim, that would amount to approximately 
2,218 gallons of  new paint!”
Another paint drive from the Littleton Elks 
Lodge 1650 Youth Committee will be held in 
September of  2021.
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2020-21 LAKEWOOD ELKS 
AMERICANISM ESSAY WINNERS
Submitted by Venita Collier, Americanism Chair
It gives me great pleasure to announce the 
Americanism Essay winners for Lakewood Elks 
1777 for the year 2020-2021. The topic was 
"How Can Patriotism be Demonstrated?"
For the past 11 years Lakewood Elks has offered 
Jefferson County public and parochial schools 
5th through 8th grade students the opportunity 

Top: Ivey Hill, Colorado 1st 
Place winner and Sister 
Mary Louise from St. Peter 
and Paul School.
Middle left to right: Dafne 
Veloz 8th grader, 3rd Place 
winner, Sister Mary Louise, 
teacher and Ivey Hill, 7th 
grader, 1st Place winner 
in the CNW District for 
Division II, both are from 
St. Peter and Paul School.
Bottom left to right: 
Mrs. Crispin, Assistant 
Principal, Miya White, 1st 
Place winner, Mrs. Yoder, 
Principal, William Farber 
3rd Place winner and 
Monroe Vaughn. Both are 
CNW winners in Division 
I and are 6th graders in 
Dennison Elementary.

to participate in the Americanism Essay contest 
for Division I and II. 
This year two local schools participated: 
Dennison Elementary 6th graders in Division 
I and St. Peter and Paul 7th and 8th graders 
in Division II. 1st, 2nd and 3rd winning essays 
are entered in the Central Northwest District 
for judging. Those winners are then sent to be 
entered at the state level. Proudly, Lakewood 
Elks had winners in all levels again this year. 
Local winners for Division I were 1st Place: 
Isidor Pennington, 2nd Place: William Farber 
and 3rd Place: Miya White. All three were 6th 
graders from Dennison.
Local winners for Division II were 1st Place: 
Sara Walker, 8th grader; 2nd Place: Ivey Hill 7th 
grader and 3rd Place Dafne Veloz, 8th grader, 
All three were from St. Peter and Paul School. 
All our local winners received a cash prize of  
$25 for 1st, $15 for 2nd and $10 for 3rd along 
with a framed certificate. 
Miya White won 1st Place and William Faber 
won 3rd Place in the Central Northwest District 
Division I.
Ivey Hill won 1st Place and Dafne Veloz won 
3rd Place in the Central Northwest District 
Division II.
All CNW winners received cash prizes of  $100 

for 1st, $75 for 2nd and 
$50 for 3rd.
To top it off  Ivey Hill 
a 7th grader from St. 
Peter and Paul won 1st 
in the state competition 
in Division II. She was 
awarded a Matrix PadZ1 
Android Tablet. 
With the results we've had 
and the participation of  
at least some schools, I 
intend to keep chairing the 
Americanism Essay contest 
for our Lodge. I am proud 
of  each participant.
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The Joe High Memorial 
Award of $1500 was given 
to Sofie Durham, left, a se-
nior at Aspen High School, 
and Ximena Garcia-Lopez, 
right,  a senior at Basalt 
High School. 

ASPEN AND BASALT GRADUATES 
RECEIVE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
FROM THE ASPEN ELKS
Submitted by Katherine McMillan
Aspen Lodge Public Relations Chair
In May Aspen Elks Lodge 224 announced 
the awarding of  college scholarships totaling 
$160,000 to high school seniors graduating this 
year from Aspen High School and Basalt High 

School.
The Aspen Elks Scholarship 
Committee, headed by John 
Shurman, works closely with 
the college counselors at the 
Aspen and Basalt high schools 
to identify students that 
have, among other attributes, 
strong academic records, have 
engaged in extracurricular 
activities, volunteered in their 
communities and demonstrate 
financial need. 
This year’s 22 scholarship 
recipients from Aspen High 
School are Connor Allen, 
Eryn Brettman, Sofie Durham, 
Tessa Guthrie, Landon Kiker, 
Jeremy Martin, Alexander 

Martin, Eleanor Martin, Eva McDonough, 
Taiga Moore, Annika Nichols, Guadalupe Ortiz, 
Johanna Cantave, Jocelyn Carreno, Angelica 
Dela Torre, Braden Rogers, Caprice Seeman, 
Ava Thornely, Maggie Woodrow, Lars Pomeroy 
and Tyler Smart.
From Basalt High School, the 13 students are: 
Noah Allen, Kaitlin Boothe, Teegan Card, Riley 
Dolan, Ximena Garcia Lopez, Carson Jenkins, 
Layla Leibell, Austin Pagan, Silvia Portilla, 
Gracie Reardon, Alexa Rhodes, Grace Shrock 
and Alonso Silva.
According to Susanne Morrison, Post- 
Secondary Administrative Coordinator at Aspen 
High School, “For many years, our students have 
benefited from the generosity of  the Aspen Elks. 
The Elks are true partners in helping our young 
people to have successful college careers.”
In addition, the Aspen Elks are funding 21 
academic achievement awards for Aspen and 
Basalt seniors. In Aspen, where it’s known as 
the Pacesetter Program,  11 students will receive 
$200 checks from the Elks.

This year’s recipients from Aspen High School 
are:  Katelyn O’Callahan, English; Alexander 
Martin, Mathematics; Jack Blocker, Science; 
Jeremy Martin, Performing Arts; Jocelyn 
Carreno, Languages; Kylie Kenny, Social 
Studies; Maya Abraham, Visual Arts; Asher Fite, 
Aviation; Macy Hopkinson, Business; Jack Alter, 
Construction and Woodworking; and Tessa 
Guthrie, Journalism.
The top Basalt High School students in each 
department receive the Lifetime Achievement 
Awards. $200 checks from the Aspen Elks 
will be given to: Mari Elliott, English; Wilber 
Pineda, STEM/Computer Science; Mari 
Elliott, Math; Kaden O’Keefe, Science; Isaac 
Mussselman, Social Studies; Daisy Moscoso, 
World Languages; Carmen Custodio, Choir; 
Isaac Musselman, Band; Cody Thompson, 
Art; Karen Zelaya Sanchez, English Language 
Development; and Ruble Alvarado, Physical 
Education.
A new scholarship in 2021 is the Joe High 
Memorial Award, given to two students, one 
from Aspen and one from Basalt, who are 
entering college with the intention to go into 
social work or the medical field.  Joe High, 
who passed away in January, was a long-time 
member of  the Aspen Elks and Chairman of  the 
Scholarship Committee. He dedicated his life 
to helping others through his work in physical 
therapy, medicine and social work. The two 
students who received this $1500 award (each) 
are Sofie Durham, a senior at Aspen High 
School, and Ximena Garcia-Lopez, a senior at 
Basalt High School. 
John Shurman notes “Since our lodge in Aspen 
opened in 1891, our primary purpose has been 
to help our community. Supporting worthy 
recipients of  our scholarship funds is just one 
example of  our work in the Roaring Fork Valley 
and beyond.”
He noted that the Elks provide financial support 
to organizations serving veterans on the Western 
Slope; hold luncheons each year for seniors 
and veterans; support youth programs; provide 
meals and hundreds of  volunteer hours for the 
National Disabled Veterans Winter Sport Clinic 
and the Shining Stars; and host Memorial Day 
and Veterans Day events. The Aspen Elks are 
also busy restoring the Ute Cemetery, focusing 
on Civil War gravesites.
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ASPEN ELKS LODGE 224 
PRESENTED AWARDS 
MAY 11, 2021
Submitted by Katherine McMillan
Public Relations Chair Aspen Lodge
Ann Mullins received the Citizen of  the 
Year Award for her volunteer work with Aspen 
Family Connections. During the pandemic, 

For more than 20 years (except 2020), Aspen 
Elks Lodge 224 has hosted a free lunch for 
local seniors on the 4th of July. This year 55 
lunches were served.
Left from left to right: Kathy Goudy, Debbie Overeynder, Pam 
McMichael, Fred Chester, Phil Overeynder, Mary Hirsch

Above L-R Rick Head, 
PER and Trustee, 
Aspen Elks; Mark 
Murphy, PER, Aspen 
Els and recipient 
of a Grand Lodge 
Outstanding Service 
Commendation;  
Diane Spicer, 
Exalted Ruler, 
Aspen Elks; Barry 
Bromka, recipient 
of the Elk of the 
Year award; Ann 
Mullins, recipient 
of the Citizen of the 
Year award and Tom 
Moore, recipient of 
the Grand Lodge 
Outstanding Service 
Commendation.

this non-profit group set up a weekly drive-
through food distribution program at numerous 
locations in Aspen to help needy families. 
Katherine Sands, the director of  Aspen Family 
Connections, said that Ann “shows selfless 
dedication to the food distribution program and 
exemplifies the best in our community.”
Aspen Family Connections has reached 11,000 
households through 70 weeks (to date) of  food 
distribution and has donated $400,000 in 
emergency assistance to families in need.
Tom Moore, a 52-year member of  the Aspen 
Elks, received the Grand Lodge Outstanding 
Service Commendation for his many 
contributions to the community and the Aspen 
Elks. Given by the Elks Grand Exalted Ruler, 
the award recognizes the Aspen native and 
second generation Aspen Elks leader’s lifetime 
of  outstanding service to the community. His 
contributions to the Aspen Elks have been 
equally generous, including playing a major role 
in the restoration of  the Lodge and negotiating 
leases with businesses housed in the building.
The Aspen Elks also recognized Lodge 
Manager Barry Bromka’s work to keep 
the Lodge open and safe for members while 
following ever-changing pandemic rules with 
its Elk of  the Year Award. Barry, a 40 year 
member of  the Elks, organized the Lodge’s 
contribution of  1200 meals to the community 
during the early months of  the pandemic and 
has gone “above and beyond in service to the 
Lodge”, as noted by PER Gary Quist at the 
ceremony.
Rick Head, a 30 year Elks member who served 
as Exalted Ruler in 2009 and has been a Trustee 
of  the Lodge since 2016, received the Officer 
of  the Year award for his tireless work on 
strategic planning and the restoration of  the 
historic 1891 Elks Lodge building.
Mark Murphy, who served as Exalted Ruler in 
2020, received the Grand Ruler Outstanding 
Service Commendation for his leadership 
during the pandemic. 
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THE RODEO IS BACK!
Submitted by Loren Eckles Exalted Ruler Idaho Springs
Idaho Springs Lodge 607 and Evergreen Lodge 
2363 held their annual Little Britches Rodeo 
on August 14th and 15th. There were 33 young 
cowboys and cowgirls competing ranging in age 
from 9 to 18 years old. Some of  the contestants 
came from Sturgis South Dakota to compete 
here. Most were Colorado youngsters. Those 33 
kids accumulated around 125 individual entries 
in events ranging from pole bending and barrel 
racing to steer wrestling, all different roping 
contests and bareback steer riding. This was a 
weekend enjoyed by all who attended. I would like 
to especially thank Jim and Michelle Pepper from 
Brighton Lodge and John Beach from Greeley 
Lodge for their help at Saturday's performance.
We learned from the Little Britches board 
members on hand that not only is ours the only 
Elks Little Britches in Colorado, but now our 
Lodges produce the only Elks Little Britches Rodeo 
remaining in the nation. 
This rodeo has been in existence for about a dozen 
years and has been popular with contestants not 
just from Colorado. Families from Wyoming, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Arizona and South Dakota 
have brought their young cowboys and cowgirls 
here to compete on their way to becoming future 
legends of  rodeo. We plan to continue the Elks 
Little Britches Rodeo for years to come.

COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION NEWS | LITTLE BRITCHES RODEO



RITUAL CONTEST 
INFORMATION
Submitted by  Jan Chambers, CEA Ritual 
Committee Chair
We are back! We have six teams 
competing in our State Ritual Contest 
this year! I would like to thank the 
Lodges for your commitment to compete 
in this contest. You all are the backbone 
of  the Rituals of  our Order.
I see competition scores holding close 
and tight. You all are winners.

We have the 11 O’Clock Toast Contest 
which will advance to Grand Lodge in 
Atlanta 2022. However, the contestant 
must be a PER. The contest will use 
the Toast listed in the Ritual of  Local 
Lodges Manual, (511500), Page 44, 
and the Word Accuracy Guide (RIT-
104/16), Page 5. This is the Toast used 
in the Ritual Contest. Congratulations 
JR Cruz for your excellent performance 
in Tampa.

2021 COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

WISHWISH••LISTLIST

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Dry Eraser Markers
Markers
Detergent
Paper clips
Laminating sheets
Velcro
Binder clips
Binders all sizes
Post it notes
Construction paper
File folders
Batteries AA and AAA
Envelopes
Student basic
 headphones

Highlighters
Nontoxic paint
Glue sticks

FOOD
Bottled water
Animal crackers, etc

SUPPLIES
Yoga mats
Toaster oven
Googly eyes

OTHER ITEMS
Dish soap
Dishwasher soap
Plactic ware
Laundry soap
Tissue
Sponges
Mixing bowls, pots  
 and pans for 
 cooking class
Kitchen utensils
Hand towels
Clorox wipes
Hand sanitizer
Duct tape
Pipe cleaners

Wish list items can be dropped off at the CEA State Convention 
or call your district person or Alice Hilzer 720-810-7779. 

Ask registration at the convention 
where we will be putting these items. Let's fill the closet!

STATE RITUAL CONTEST 
SCHEDULE
Thursday, September 9
9:00 am  Littleton 1650
10:00 am  Lakewood 1777
Lunch
1:00 pm  Westminster 2227
2:00 pm  Colorado Springs 309

Friday, September 10
8:00 am  Greeley 809
9:00 am  Summit 2561
10:00 am  ER Flag Charge
 1 O’Clock Toast
 	 Jolly	Cork	Toast
All awards will be given at the 
Banquet Saturday night.

This year Grand Lodge has added the 
Exalted Ruler’s Flag Charge Contest. 
The winner will also represent us in 
Atlanta 2022. Only current Exalted 
Rulers are eligible to compete. The 
contest will use the Charge listed in 
the Ritual of  Local Lodges Manual, 
(511500), Page 58, and the Word 
Accuracy Guide (RIT-104/16), Page 12. 
This is the Charge used in the Ritual 
Contest.
Both winners will have their travel to 
Atlanta paid for by the CEA Ritual 
Committee, (travel, hotel and per diem). 
If  the winner cannot go, the runner-up 
will be eligible. 
The Jolly Corks Toast Contest is the 
only contest that will not advance to 
Grand Lodge Convention.
Thank you for your continued support 
of  Ritual. I look forward to seeing 
everyone at the CEA State Convention!
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2021 Colorado Elks Association
Convention Schedule

Marriott Denver South, 10345 Park Meadows Dr, Lone Tree CO

Thursday, September 9
9:00 am-3:00 pm .................Ritualistic Contests
8:00 am-8:00 pm .................Convention Registration
8:00 pm-8:00 pm .................Credentials Registration
8:00 pm ...............................Opening Session
  (Non-Member Guests Invited)
Friday, September 10
8:00 am-10:00 am ...............Ritualistic Contests
8:00 am-9:00 pm .................Convention Registration
8:00 am-9:00 pm .................Credentials Registration
10:00 am-12:30 pm .............ER Flag Charge, PER 11 O’clock
 Toast, Jolly Cork Toast
1:00 pm-2:30 pm .................Spouses Luncheon
1:00 pm-4:00 pm .................Business Session 1
6:00 pm ...............................Luau Dinner
Saturday, September 11
7:00 am-8:15 am .................Coffee and Donuts 
7:00 am-10:30 am ...............Convention Registration
7:00 am-8:15 am .................Credentials Registration
8:30 am-10:30 am ...............Business Session 2
9:00 am-10:30 am ...............Spouses “Come & Go Coffee”
 Concierge Lounge 6th Floor
11:00 am .............................Memorial Service
  (Non-Member Guests Invited)
12:30 pm-1:30 pm ...............Final Registration
1:00 pm ...............................Final Business Session
  (Non-Member Guests Invited)
6:00 pm-6:30 pm .................Cocktails Cash Bar*
6:30 pm ...............................State Association & Ritual Banquet* 
 * Suggested Summer Formal Attire

2021 COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

PROPOSED BY-LAWS 
FOR COLORADO ELKS 
ASSOCIATION AND THE 
BUDGETS.
Submitted by John W. Hutson, Secretary
Colorado Elks Association
Colorado Elks Association, Inc Lodges 
and Members:
The Laws Committee and the CEA 
Board of  Directors have spent over 
a hundred hours re-writing the CEA 
By-Laws. The CEA Board of  Directors 
has moved that the Restated By-Laws 
of  the Colorado Elks Association, Inc 
be approved at the September 2021 
State Convention. A copy has been 
sent to each Lodge for review. If  any 
member would like a copy of  the 
Restated By-laws, please send an email 
request to coelkssecretary@gmail.com.
The CEA Board of  Directors has 
moved that a balanced budget for both 
the Colorado Elks Association, Inc, 
and the Colorado Elks Association 
Charities be approved at the 
September 2021 State Convention. 
A copy of  each Proposed 2021-2022 
Budget has been sent to each Lodge 
for review. If  any member would like 
a copy of  the budgets, please send 
an email request to coelkssecretary@
gmail.com.
Officers and committee chairs: if  
you have expenses for the 2020-2021 
year, please submit your receipts prior 
to September 25, for review and 
payment.

APPROVED NOMINATIONS AND BALLOT 
ORDER FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE 
COLORADO ELKS ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ASSOCIATION YEAR OF 2021-2022
Approved Nominations by the PSP Advisory and 
Nominating Committee:

President
Thomas "Tom" Root, PDD; Westminster 2227*
1st Vice President
 Cynthia "Cindy" Wyszynski, PDD;   
 Telluride 692*
2nd Vice President
 Geffrey "Geff" McDaniel, PDD; 
 Englewood 2122*

3rd Vice President
 Erik Colard, PDD; Salida 808
 Elevinio “JR” Cruz, PDD; Leadville 236*
Secretary
 John Hutson, PDD; Greeley 809*
Treasurer
 Frank Sommer, PSP - PDD; 
 Littleton 1650*
Trustee from CSE District 360
 Robert "Bob" Keyser, PDD; 
 Littleton 1650*

Trustee from North District 1440
 John Beach, PER; Greeley 809
 Don Anderson, PDD - PST; Greeley 809*
Past State President on the Board of Directors
 Gary Salberg, PSP - PDD; Leadville 236*
 * Listed as the "Endorsed Candidate" by the PSP 
Advisory and Nominating Committee
The candidate order on the ballot is by the date the 
nomination was made by the Lodge.
Submitted by
Malcolm S. Freeberg, Jr.; PSP - PDD
Secretary PSP Advisory and Nominating Committee


